THE BEST SELLING MAGAZINE FOR THE 

AMSTRAD PCW 




J*T 






Get 
Gowi 



Nei 

re' 




16 



li'Xt 



lew 



J 



/ 



IW TO WRITE HORROR 



/ 



IP TEN PCW GAMES 



Wl 



PROCESSOR? 




J 



^ 



ST 




770952"505007 



03 



WIN A FISH! J MASTERFILE 8000 TUTORIAL J BOOKS 




FACSIMILE 



AMIGA 500 



RICOH Fax 07 
External 
Fuji Features 

F3X £650 



CANON Fax 80 
Send and 
Receive 

£599 



BROTHER Fax 
16 Shades 
Touch Dial 
Group 3 

£499 



A500 + TV MODULATOR 
+ ACCESSORIES From£259 



A500 + TV MODULATOR + 

- RETURN OF THE JEDl - CUSTODIAN 

- MERCENARY - WARLOCKS QUEST 

- ZYNAPPS - HELLBENT - 

- POWERPLAY - ELIMINATOR 

- 23 PUBLIC DOMAIN GAMES 

£320 



RAM EXPANSION £99 



SECOND DRIVE £75 



ATARI ST 



Atari PC3 IBM compact, 640k RAM, 

30 Megabyte, Hard disk, EGA Monitor, 

102 key keyboard, mouse. 

All for £725.00 + VAT 



PANASONIC 
US 130 
On Site Maint 
+ Installation 

£699 



INCLUDES ON SITE MAINTENANCE 



Fax Card 



CPAXSRE180 
CFAXSRIE220 



ATAR1 1 MB EXPLORER PACK £220 



ATARI 1MB + SM 124 MONITOR £320 



Super Pack 



21 games + 



organiser software database 
spreadsheet wp £290 



FREE 1 DAY'S 

Call now for details 



(6 HRS) 



When you buy complete 
IBM compatible 
system 



IWELL WORTH IT 



TEL 0202 715989 



406 Ashley Road, 
Parkstone, 
Poole, 
Dorset. 



COURIER 
DELIVERY 
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AMSTRAD COMPUTERS |l SAMSUNG 



PCW8256 




£299 


PCW&512 




£374 


PCW9215 


MONO 


£399 


PC 1512 


£358 




PC 1512 


E437 

MONO 




PC1640SD 


£454 




PC 1640DD 


£519 




PC1640HO 


E678 





9512 

3851 

COLOUR 

£437 Bargain 



E517 

COLOUR 

£535 

£568 

£775 



EGA 
£625 

£679 

£648 



Best 
Possible 

Prices 

tmmnmt 



3000 DD £525 

3000 20Mb HO £745 

6000 SD £895 

6000 20 Mb HO £1,120 

3001/sing ledri we^^,, .^^^£460 

ON SITE MAINTENANCE 

COMES FREE! 

WITH SAMSUNG 



E3 - B 

SHOWROOM OPEN 

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS 

9.30 to 530 pm 



CALL IN TO OUR 

EXTENSIVE 
SHOWROOM IN 
POOLE, DORSET 



PRINTERS 



PC 2000 SERES 



PC Z086 
PC 2086 
PC 2086 
PC 2286 
PC 2286 
PC 2386 



12 HI -RES 14 HI-RES 
COLOUR COLOUR 



MONO COLOUR 
SD £500 £580 £660 

DO £560 £640 £720 

HD30 £720 £800 £880 

DD £866 £953 £1040 

HD40 £1040 £1126 £1213 

HD65 £1732 £1819 £1905 
5'/4"360K External Drive for PC2000£155 
5V4" 1 .2Mb External Drive for PC2000 £165 



THE SPECIALS!!! 



£740 

£800 

£960 

£1126 

£1299 

£1992 



HARD DISK 



21 MB HARD CARD £199.00 

32 MB HARD CARD £210.00 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 



9 PIN 



MT81 £110.00 

Cn*12O0 £120.00 

STAR LC 10 £135.00 
SEICOSHA 1-80A £115.00 



EPSON LX800 £150.00 
KXP1081 £120.00 

CTT 180E £145,00 

STAR LC10ICOU £195.00 



CANON BJ 130 
INK JET PRINTER £575 



1) CITIZEN 1200 £75.00 



2) Lq 3500 24 pin £165.00 



3) 1081 Monitor C8M £145.00 



419512 £385 



9)Atari520St('/imb) £150 



6) PC 1512 20Mb MONO £515 
COLOUR £599 



PCW Serial 

light pen PTR 

£35 £26 



DM P PTR Lotus 
20001! SYmph 

9 pin £55 £75 



ibm inn/ 

computers 41 I**/a 
discount UU/U 



Toshiba 

portables 

discount 



25% 



24 PIN 



SEIKOSHA SL80A £235.00 
NEC P2200 £275.00 

KXP1124 £275,00 



STARLC24-10 £245.00 
EPSON LQ500 £275.00 



LASER 



BROTHEftHLa £1,400.00 

STAR LASER 8 £1,230.00 

HERMES 800 £1,099.00 

MT905 £950.00 



CANON LP08 £1,275.00 
KXP4450 £1,350.00 

HP LASER JET II £1,270.00 



SOFTWARE 



Full software list inc: 
LOTUS 

ASHTON TATE 
DIGITAL (GEM) 
M ultimate 
Smart 
Wordstar 
WordPerfect 



SAGE 

MICROSOFT 

Supercalc 

Ventura 

Ability 

Clipper 



All accessories low low prices 



All Epson Printers 25% Discount 

All Brother Printers 20% Discount 

All NEC Printers 25% Discount 

All Toshiba Printers/Lasers P0A 
HP/Roland/Calcomp Plotters 

Minimum 20% Discount 

All Hewlett Packard Lasers 25% Discount 
All Amstrad Printers 
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Features and Articles 

BE YOUR OWN PUBLISHER 

Cut out the middle-man and make your own money 

MEMORY 

The PCW unleashes its graphics power; read all about it 

PLAY FOR TODAY 

The top ten games tor the PCW revealed! 

DEMON WRITER 

Learn to write good horror fiction 

VOLNET DATABASE 

Andrew Bibby goes on-line 

WORD PROCESSORS 

Are there any viable alternatives to LocoScript and Protext? 

FREEFORM DATABASES 

We compare and contrast three databases with a difference 

Reviews 

IT'S FELIX 

Meet your friendly, neighbourhood file-indexer 

MIND YOUR LANGUAGE! 

Four new language-learning programs reviewed 

VERRAN AC DATALINK 

Your PCWs join forces - or do they? 

GREEN 

The new, environmentally-aware game from Classic Software 
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,1 MIND YOUR LANGUAGE 

y Teach your PCW to speak in tongues 




Regulars 
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VERRAN AC DATALINK 

Breakthrough or breakdown? 
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NEWS 

Read all about it! 

MASTERFILE 8000 

The first instalment in our new tutorial series 

LOCOSCRIPT 

Everything you ever wanted to know about layouts 

SPEAKEASY 

II in doubt, get some training 

CASE IN POINT 

A PCW-driven literary agency writes in 

BOOK LOOK 

Rob Ainsley leafs through the latest PGW wisdom 

LISTINGS 

Make BASIC work for you with two simple type- ins 

LANGFORD 

Downgrading the up-grade 

TIPOFFS 

Four pages of red hot tips for you and your PCW 

GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

Databases, education, comms and programming 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

The pages you can't afford to miss 

POSTSCRIPT 

As always, you have the last word 

BACK PAGE 

Find out how to win a Fish 
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HORROR WRITING 

Chris Westwood's got the knack 
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BOOK LOOK 

More byte-sized chunks of 
information to digest 



The Amstrad Professional 
User Group is the officio 
support organisation for 
Amstrad PC, PPC and PCW 
owners. 

With thousands of 
members nationwide, 
the Amstrad - 
Professional User 
Group has 
proved, beyond 
doubt, to be the 
essential add-on 
for Amstrad 
Computer Users. 




Members enjoy 

On-Line Technical 

Assistance, Substantial 

Discounts on Hardware 

and Software, a monthly 

Magazine, Newsletter 

and Offers, Nationwide 

Training, Welcome Pack 

and choice of quality 

Free Gift upon joining. 

Gold Card 

Membership is 

designed for the larger, 

possibly corporate user. 



THE ESSENTIAL 
ADD-ON 



Silver Card 
Membership is 
for the standard 
scale Amstrad 
User. 

For full details 
and our full colour 
brochure, simply 
return the FREEPOST 
coupon (no stamp 
required) or ring 

091 510 8787. 




r £< 

Please send me Membership 
details of the Amstrad 
Professional User Group. 

I am resident in the U.K. 

Name 

Address 



Postcode 

Day Phone Number 

Machine Type 

Send to: 
Amstrad 
Professional 
User Group, 

FREEPOST, 
Sunderland 
SRI 1BR 
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NEWS PLUS 



Freedom of speech 



The 8000 Plus mailbag is, as we all 
know by now, always a multi- 
faceted treat. Not only are the 
contributions we receive penned by 
an ever- widening spectrum of PCW- 
owners - housewives to university 
professors, students to doctors - 
the stamps they bear have an 
increasingly cosmopolitan feel 
about them. 

Jaded, jet-lagged envelopes 
continue to arrive one after the 
other; the further away the better. 
Antipodean postmarks jostle with 



South American faxes tor our 
attention. One reader went as far 
as to phone us from his New 
Zealand hideaway the other 
morning. To hear on a cold, grey, 
windy winter morning that it was. 
at that very moment, a beautiful, 
balmy evening in Christchurch. 
that he had just 'emerged' from 
his evening constitutional - 1 
lengths of his garden pool - and 
was just about to go to bed. 
turned us all a rather interesting 
shade of green. Before he went, 
however, could we help him with 
his latest PCW query? 

The European PCW-owning 



contingent is equally vociferous 
in its support of the machine 
and 8000 Plus. Conservative 
industry estimates put the 
number of PCWs busy at work in 
Europe alone as something like 
700, 000 plus. Postcards from 
France, Spain, Portugal, 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and 
further up, Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway regularly swell the 
ranks of our 8000 Plus 
competition entries. 

One thing is certainly clear: 
the PCW is no small-fry machine 
restricted to operating within UK 
confines. And companies like 



Apex Computing Services, 
whose language-learning 
programs for business are 
featured on this month's cover, 
look set to push back the 
barriers even further by offering 
new, confidence- boosting ways 
of inter- European communication 
for you and your PCW, This is 
the decade of the Single 
Market; the PCW is determined 
not to be left out. Make sure 
you're not too. 
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Revelations 



How do you dove-tail two uses 
for the PCW and create a truly 
powerful new idea? A few years 
ago there were quite a tew 
books -on -disc for the PCW. 
Literature ranging from basic Karl 
Marx to the Just-So stories could 
be bought. Those days are gone 
it seems. People found reading 
from books so much easier on 
the eyes - and it's difficult to 
snuggle down into the quilt 
clutching a 9512. 

This seems to be a shame 
bearing in mind the various 
utilities available on your PCW. 
For example you could find your 
favourite extract at the flip of a 
FIND/EXCHANGE key, and then 
save those astute observations 
as phrases. 

Another article which has 
gained some interest in 8000 
Plus of late is the Bible or rather 
the Bible on disc. Advantage 
Software already provide a PCW 
version of the 'good book' and 
now a new version (on disc at 
least) is available. 

A company called Bible 
Society Software has produced 
the 'Good News New Testament 
and Concordance' for the PCW. 
This product goes by the name of 
Bibliotec and aims to provide 
more than mere scrolling pages, 
highlighted commandments and 
eye- st rain. 

The company claim several 



miraculous advantages for this 
new piece of software. For 
example, it is "unique because 
unlike other computerised Bible 
study systems, which are merely 
character recognition programs, it 
it can distinguish meanings of 
words, eg. 'cross the lake' is 
differentiated from 'cross of 
Jesus', and group all similar 
words eg. sing, sang, sung." 

This is indeed an advance on 
other systems and is exactly the 
kind of attention to detail which 
has been missing from the book- 
on-disc market. The occurrences 
of words can also be mapped in 
the form of bar graphs and data 
can be stored for later use. 

Along with the disc itself 
comes an 80 page manual and 
ring binder. The company are also 
affiliated to the Bible Society of 
Scotland so there should be no 
worries about bad service. 

Not only does this look like a 
boon for all those people who 
would like to study the Bible in 
depth, it hopefully opens doors for 
other ventures. The To rah, 
Talmud. Koran, Veda, or any book 
- sacred or not - which needs to 
be studied could benefit from this 
kind of system. 

For more information on 
Bibliotec contact Bible Society 
Software, at the Bible 
Society of Scotland on 
031 337 9701. 
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A newly computerised Bible 
for the PCW. But [here's more 
than just a good book here 




Green for a day 



DP MS 

happening 
Your Number One s o.- now Several 

v It'll never happen 



in my lifetime" 
^^ events have been 

r ■'occurring around us. 
^Walls are tumbling down, 
Columbian dictators are falling 
and ihe computer industry is going 
green, (see the review on page 45 
for more news). A company called 
DPMS (DP Media Services) 
recently sent us a catalogue entitled 
"The Green Issue". 

Although the majority of 
products are IBM PC orientated 
there are some rich pickings for the 
PCW user within its pages. Ribbons 
for the Star LC10 and 8000 series 
printers, (on re-cycled fabric 
perchance), screen cleaning 
sachets, a variety of of 9 and 24-pin 
dot matrix printers, RS232c 
connectors and various other items 
of value. Prices don't seem to be 
that different from anywhere else - 
it's just that there is so much of the 
stuff to be had. 

The Green angle appears to be 
a slight bandwagon-jump but there 
you go. If you would tike to find out 
more about the products available 
you should contact DPMS on 
0734814171. 



Good techniques 



Thurston Techniques have been 
long-time stalwarts of the PCW 
world. Their range of Tempdiscs 



and other handy devices have 
eased the lite of many a user over 
the years. So it's always good to 
receive news of the latest product 
from this company. 

Tempdisc 9 is now out on the 
streets, or rather the drives, and this 
time it's PCW951 2 owners who will 
be gaining the benefit of Brian 
Thurston's knowledge. Each of the 
Tempdiscs have contained 
innumerable tips and new angles for 
LocoScript users. The new disc 
brings Headers and Footers, Stock 
Layouts, daisywheel pitch 
comparisons, a calendar and ... 
much, much more. Tempdisc 8.2 
was priced at £1 9.95 so we would 
assume that number 9 will be 
around the same price. We hope to 
be reviewing some of the Thurston 
Techniques' products in the very 
near future. To get more information 
or even a Tempdisc you should call 
Brian Thurston on 0395 277496. 



Out for the 
account (i) 



Derek Rogers Professional Software 
of Glasgow have brought out a new 
accounting package called Total 
Accounts. The DRPS press release 
informs us that the package 
provides the following; "ft was 
specifically designed for ease of 
use: all data is checked on entry, all 
screens are presented in similar 
ways with uniform data- entry 
formats and error-messages. The 
user can always exit from any menu 
or process." 

Total Accounting is said ^^ 
to include invoicing, sales, 2--^* 

MBrt9l)8000PLUS5 



THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 

You Must Add V.A.T. To Our Prices - Carriage Is FREE ! 



AMSTRAD PCW'S 



FREE DISC CONTAINING DATABASE, 
GRAPHS PACK, PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST + 
GAMES 

PCW8256 , £326.00 

PCW6512 £408.65 

PCW9512 £447.85 



WE ARE SANYO DEALERS AND THE 
NEW SANYO RANGE IS HERE! 



The newest products from Sanyo are now 
available from W.B.B.S. The MBC computer 
range Is designed with Ihe very highest 
quality In mind - and it shows. Contact us 

tor full details 



[ * THE EXECUTIVE RANGE 

FROM OSICOM* 

EXECUTIVE 88710 NEW LOWER PRICES!!! 

SD/MM - Amber or Green £487.50 

20Mb HD/MM - Amber or Green £675.00 

20Mb HO/EGA £955.00 

30Mb HDfEGA £960.00 

30Mb HD/VGA £1060.00 

40Mb HD/MM - Amber or Green £739.00 

40Mb HD/VGA £1099.00 

EXECUTIVE 2e&'12.5 - WITH DISC CACHE! 
1MB RAM PLUS 1 2 MONTH ON SITE 
WARRANTY 

SD/MM - Amber or Green £899 00 

20Mb (40ms) HD - Amber or Green ..£1 030.00 

20Mb (40ms) HD - EGA £1299.00 

40Mb (28ms) HD VGA £1529.00 

************************* 
AMSTRAD PC'S ■ SOME SAMPLE PRICES: 

PC151 2 Double Drive Mono £459.00 

PC 1640 Double Drive Mono £535 50 

PC1640 30Mb HD Mono £711.40 

PC20B6 Single Drive 12" Mono £540.00 

PC2086 HD 12' Mono Display £769.00 

PC2086 HD 14 - Colour £859 00 

*** LINK YOUR PCW TO A PCI *** 
II you wish to run your accounts on a PC bul 
use your trusty PCW as a very cost effective 
workstation [and as a stand atone PCWI) send 
for details of 

Compact Accounts PC2PC system! 

OUR GUARANTEE* 

Its a bit special If any computer or printer bough; I 
I from us develops any fault under warranty we will I 

collect, repair and return al our cost. 

All you have to do Is telephone! 

PRINTERS 
CITIZEN RANGE (2 YEAR GUARANTEE). NEC, 
PANASONIC. EPSOM, AMSTRAD AND MORE' 



PCW HARDWARE 



I PACE 5.25* 2nd drive - with its own built in | 
Interlace & power supply - TDOS software I 
lallows data Iranstar from PCW/PC/PCWH 



Easytofit £121.70 






I 
■ J 

MEMORY UPGRADE ■ PRICES DOWN. .£37.00 
PCW 2nd 3" drive (F04) £113.00 

PCWBOOO's Wire Printer Stand £9.13 

Any width Printer Stand - Rugged £14.75 

Printer Cleaning KitPCW6000's £14.60 

Mouse Mats £4.35 

■Margin Maker 1 ■ aligns paper. E10.90 

Spike protector plug - helps protect 
computers against power surges ..........£10.25 

I ** HARD DISCS - EASY LIVING* * I 
] VORTEX 40MB PCW HARD DISK... £495.60 j 
| DIAMOND 32MB PCW HARD DISK. £459.00 I 
'DIAMOND 48MB PCWHARDD1SK..E539.00 • 
[ THE DIAMOND RANGE CAN BE SHARED ' 



BY MULTIPLE PCW'SI DETAILS 
AVAILABLE ON ALL THE DRIVES 

MENTIONED HERE ■ 



NEW FROM SCA - the SCA plug-in RamPac! 
Simply plugs onto PCW expansion port to 
provide an extra 512k ol RAM (see details 

before purchasing!) £114.00 

SCA. Serial/Parallel (RS232) Interface 

With Real Time Clock! £50.25 

Wiinnui Real Time Clock! £41 .55 



MODEMS 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000 £147.80 

WS4000PCW, c/w Integral Interlace 

for the PCW t connecting lead! £1 47.80 

PACE - MODEMS 

LINNET-INTELLIGENT, V2W23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW INTERFACE £13.90 

DIALUP-Communications Software £58.90 

*************.***** + *********** A 

A BBD DUST COVER SET - I 

i SIMPLY THE BEST * 

* PCW8256.IB512 £10.40 * 

* PCW9512 ............ ............£12,13 * 

S PC 1 8407 1 si 2 state coi'or mono !..ET8S * 

* AMSTRAD PPC , .£5.20 t 

A PACE DISK DRIVE COVER £5.00 a 

* OVER 800 TYPES OF COVER ! 

AVAILABLE! 
5 PLEASE STATE MODEL WHEN £ 

* ORDERING 




CF2 3"MAXCELL PCW/CPCX 10 £20.00 

CF2 3" MAXCELL PCW/CPC X 5 £11 00 

CF2 3"MAXCELL (cased) X 10 £22.00 

CF2 3" AMSOFT PCW/CPC X 10 £23.00 

5.25" BULK-UNBRANDEO X 25 £10.45 

5.25" BULK- UNBRANDED X50 £17.40 

DISC STORAGE 

AMS30L (AMSTRAD BRANDED) £1 1 .00 

OS40L 373.5" LOCKABLE £8.50 

CT-3100 373 5" LOCKABLE £10,20 

CT-50 5.25- (HOLDS 50) LOCKABLE ....£8.50 
DS100L 5.25' (HOLDS 100) LOCKABLE £10.20 

PRINTER RIBBONS 

REFRESH! ■ BLACK HE-INKING SPRAY.£7.80 

Extends fabric ribbon life - will 

re-ink up to 30 ribbons!!! 

EXCELLENT VALUE COMPATIBLE RIBBONS; 

PCW 8256 Fabric (14mm length) x 2 £6.51 

PCW 8256 Carbon Multistrike ...jt 2 £6.51 

PCW 95 1 2 Carbon M ultistrike . . . . x 2 £6.00 

PCW 951 2 New Fabric type x 2 £6.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8256 Fabric or Carbon MS ,x2 £1 3.03 

PCW9512 Carbon Muhistrike x2 £13.03 

NEW! - COLOUR RIBBONS 
PCW 8000 SERIES FABRIC: 
GREEN / RED / BLUE / BROWN / YELLOW / 
PURPLE / MAGENTA or CYAN 

Any Two £11.80 

Any five £27.60 

Any Ten £49.00 

* MANY OTHER PIBBON TYPES AVAILABLE * 

I We strive bard to be Ihe friendliest snd| 
I most helpful place around with low priced j 
land fast despatch that will bring you back | 
If or more & more! I 

L , , I 

COMPUTER PAPER 
11 " X 9.5" Continuous :- 

SP/05 1 ply plain ■ 500 sheets £7.60 

SP/10 1 ply plain - 1000 sheets £11.30 

SP/20 1 ply plain ■ 2000 sheets £15.50 

DP/05 2 ply plain - 500 sheets £15.60 

DP/10 2 pty plain • 1000 sheets £24.30 

11" x 14.5" ConUnoue:- 

t ply plain - 500 sheels £9.00 

1 ply plain - 1000 sheets £10.75 

1 ply plain - 2000 sheets ...£22.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) 80 gem - Continuous :- 

500 x Plain white/micro perl £12.90 

1000x Plain while/micro perl.. £19.95 

2000 x Plain while/micro perl £33,50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) - Single Sheets:- 

Plain Whrie - 500 sheets £7.25 

Plain White - 1 000 sheets £1 3.75 

LABELS - WITH SPROCKET HOLES:- 

ONE WIDE 3 t/2" X1 7/16" - 500 £7.25 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2' xl 7/16' • 1000 £13.75 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" X1 7/18" - 2000 £22.50 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" X1 7/16' ■ 4000 £42.50 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 
CONTACT US FOR DICTATING 

MACHINES, TELEPHONES, 

TYPEWRITERS, SHREDDERS, 

PHOTOCOPIERS, COMPUTER 

FURNITURE, VIDEO RECORDERS, FAX 

MACHINES, SATELLITE DISHES, OFFICE 

EQUIPMENT, 

AND OFFICE SUPPLIES OF ALL TYPES 

I I 



SOFTWARE 



EVEN THE SCORE WITH THE COMPOSERS 
PEN ■ *NEW* ■ ALLOWS YOU TO WRITE 
YOUR OWN SHEET MUSIC ON SCREEN 

ONLY £56.00 

Mini Office Pro. Plus • not 8256 £29.00 

Mini Off ice Pro - suits all PCWs £25.87 

WORDPROCESSORS 

SWALLOWTAIL SOFTWARE PRESENTS:- I 

PRO-EAZE PCW ■ Invoicing, ordering, I 

settlement of suppliers invoices and many j 

other useful documents - 

special offer only £1 5,00 

WORTH G ETTI NG PROTEXT FOR I 

I 1 

PROTEXT - THE ELM. SYSTEM: £33.00 

Flipper 2 Plus ■ not tor PCW8256 £26.00 

Locoscript II £1 6,95 

Lococombo - Locoscript II & Spell £27.00 

Locospell II £1 5.20 

Locolile - state which PCW used £24.20 

Locomailll £24.20 

Locofonts (6 lonts) £15.20 

Locofoni II (3 lonts) £11.99 

TAS- PR INT 8000 £10.00 

TAS-SIGN 8000 £20.00 

DIGITA '£' TYPE-typewriter emulator ...£24.15 

M.A.S.S Easy Labeller £21.00 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc II £39.00 

Cracker II Turbo £34.75 

Rotate: for sideways pnntingl £20.00 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index ■ simple lo use £25.90 

Masterfile 8000 - best general use,. £28.00 

dBase II • the 'do all' database £47.00 

ACCOUNTS 



II you are unsure which package 
I you need for your business please 
t phone and we will describe the various 
I packages In clear jargonless terms - 
but leave you 10 decide. 

D.R.S. ■ Total Accounting £68.00 

see Ihe reviews & decide for yourself I 

Money Manager PCW (NEW OUT!) £28.25 

Meridian Slockmarket £25.00 

DOHNIX 

Simple Accounts II - PCW £69.00 

Job Estimating v2 £60.00 

Product Gosling v2 £60.00 

MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT made simple - A/Cs system £99.95 

Micro Pub stock £99.95 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS - NEW RANGE NEW 
PRICES 

We use Compact for our own accounts system. 
The best there is on Ihe PCW DETAILS OF 
THE FULL RANGE S STATIONERY 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Intausinass (integrated) £130.00 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Dinar: HESTAU RANT TAKEAWAY A/CS.E52.13 
Homeview: ESTATE AGENTS - program .£169.95 
Newsboy NEWSPAPER DEL - program... .£52.13 
Re-Chord MUSIC LIBRARY - program ..£26.04 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE: FULL RANGE AVAILABLE 
CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS:- full range avail 
PSIL ■ Integrated. Stock/lnv/SalesJ 

Purch/Nom P.O.A. 

PSPN ■ INT. SaJes/PurcruNom P.O.A. 

PPAY - PAYROLL P.O.A. 

PSTK (AND OTHER TITLES) P.O.A. 

SAGE ACCOUNTS:- lull range available 

Popular Accounts £67.80 

Popular Accounts Plus £85.80 

MAP ACCOUNTS:- full range available 
Integrated Accounts ...£89.90 



DTP AND GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II: NEW OUT- ONLY 

£36.00 I 

I MICRO DESIGN It + LOGITECH MOUSE I 
£79.00 

Stop Press, Mouse. Interlace etc., £60.70 

Stop Press software only £28.50 

Desktop Pub S Mouse £51.99 

Master Paint 15.45 

Master Scan £48.50 

MaslerPack £54.60 

Microdraft (graphic deskjn) £67.60 



TRAINING 



REELTIME 

TOP QUALrTY TRAINING COURSE ON DISC 

WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON AUDIO TAPE 

RT-Locoscripl II - PCW9512 £29.99 

RT-LdCOScripl - PCW8256/B512 £29.99 

RT-Locoscripl II - PCW8256/8512 £29.99 

RT-CP/M -use. your computerl '.... £29.99 

RT-Supercafc II £29.99 

RT-dBase II £29.99 

IANSYST 

Crash course in typing - beginners ..£17.20 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £17.20 

KOSMOS - LANGUAGE TUTORS 
Choose trornn the French Mistress. The 
German Master. The Spanish Tutor, or The 

Italian Tutor each at only £13.75 

APEX LANGUAGE TUTORS ■ state machine 

Business French £39.00 

Business German £39.00 

Business Spanish £39.00 

(these tutors are aimed al getting you ready for 

1992 - so no excuses now!) 

REACH THE TOP WtTH LCL - serious stuff! 

LCL. Micro Maths 8-Adult £20.90 

LCL: Micro English 8-Adult £20.90 

* Buy both and get £4.00 off total!* 
SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age9-adult £13.99 

Magic Maths - age 4- 8 ....£13,99 

Maths Mania ■ age 8-1 2 £1 3.99 

Better Maths - age 12-16 £13.99 

Physics - Chemistry or Biology age 12-16 

(each only) £16.00 

EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 

Animal, Minefal. Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

TO PO LOG IK A . other titles - see below: 

Giantkiller (maihs adv. 9-16 yfs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor ! (UK Economy sim) £12.83 



LEISURE 



***GET RICH QUICK - PEHHAPS?*** 

Pro-Punier (racing betting aid) £39.00 

Pro- Pools (forecasting aid) £34.60 

*** ADVENTURE GAMES *** 

Leather Goddesses of P hobos! £19.80 

Scapeghost!!! £15.00 

Lancelot - 3 Adventures in One £12.83 

Jinxter £17.20 

* THE PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE WRITER* 

* WRITE YOUR OWN ADVENTURES!*. .£18.00 

Time and Magik -3 games £10.22 

TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdowns Doom £12.80 

Kingdom of Hamil. £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Relum lo Doom £12.80 

***SIMULATIONS *** 

Heathrow Traffic Control + S.B E12.B0 

PCW Challenge (4 games) £12.60 

A.C.E + JOYSTICK t INTERFACE £26.00 

Tomahawk- Helicopter Combat!!! £15.40 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket..... £13.60 

Headcoach ■ American Football £15.00 

World of Soccer £14.00 

*** ACTION *** 

Brian Cloughs Fooioall Fortunes £10.00 

Head Over Heels £10.20 

Classic Collection I ■ 3 games £12.20 

Classic Collection II - 3 games ..£12.20 

***TABLE GAMES *** 

Bridge Player Galactica P.O.A. 

Bridge Player 2000 £10.40 

Colossus IV Bridge £12.00 

Clock Chess 69 - very powerful £14.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13.60 

Trivial Pursuit £15.20 

World of Snooker £11.60 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.20 

Classic Games 4 - 4 Board games ,, £15,40 

P" 
I 



PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVEHT 
I CONSTITUTES J UST A TIN Y PAFtT F 
{ OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS (see 'Not 
I Only Bul Also) ABOVE, IF YOU DO NOT 
I SEE WHAT YOU NEED HERE PLEASE DO 

NOT HESITATE TO TELE PH ONE - 
I NOW MULTIPLE TELEPHONE LINES! 
I 1 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Office open 9a.m to 5p.m. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 

Postage Is FREE but YOU MUST ADD VAT 
Export orders currently not taken. This advert constitutes an invitation to treat - not an offer. Goods & Prices etc. subject to availability - trading conditions available 

All trademarks ack. Cheques/P.O.'s payable to 'W.B.B.S.' 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/3, CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 
TEL: (0558) 823782 SALES & 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 
OR PLACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX 9am-10pm Mon-Fri. (0558 823923 
GOVT DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED. 
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purchase and nominal ledgers; 
space for up to 998 
customers/suppliers, 998 nominal 
accounts, 999 transactions. It 
comes with a 60 page manual. The 
list of attributes goes on and on ... 
profit and loss account cleared at 
year-end and year-end profit posted 
to a balance sheet. 

The system has been 
developed over 8 years because 
Derek himself decided "...it was 
time for something sensible on the 
Amstrad PCW and this is straight- 
down-the-middle-of-the-road 
accounting." 



"im*-"' 




John Ma]Q( ami the rest of Ihe team have plans 
for you but two acccounis packages might help 



According to the Amstrad 
Professional User Group, Total 
Accounting is 'astounding'. We have 
not looked over the system as yet 
but hope to in the near future. If you 
would like to get your hands on 
Total Accounting you should have 
£84.50 to hand and the following 
number in the littie black book 041 
334 8902. 



Out for the 
account (ii) 



Digita International seem to have 
found out what is in this year's 
Budget even before John Major. 
The latest press release for their 
popular Personal Tax planner tells 
us ,'With the implementation of this 
year's Budget, we face the most 
profound changes in personal 
taxation - including separate 
legislation." They tell us this to 
remind everyone that the Tax 
Planner is still with us. It has been 
updated since last year's Budget 



and costs £39.95. If you would like 
to contact the company, you should 
phone them on 0395 270273. 



A sound education 



Westwind Computer Education 
Centre are based in Wellington 
(Shropshire not New Zealand), 
They have been in the business of 
educating PCW users in many 
aspects of the macine such as 
LocoScript. Mini-Office, SuperCalc 
and Protext among others. But 
recently a new idea occurred to 
Peter Wright, the head of the 
business. 

He has decided to offer courses 
in C programming. For those 
people who think that programming 
entails switching from BBC1 to 
Channel 4, the C programming 
language has long been touted as 
the sexiest way to make your 
computer work for you. Without a 
doubt C has become the flavour of 
the last few years. 

There are several different 



forms of C (as there are Ford 
Cortinas) and the one which 
Westwind have chosen to use is 
Mix C. This is a popular and 
powerful version of the language, 
Peter Wright tells us that, in the 
opinion of the company. "The 
courses will be ideal for any person 
who wishes to program seriously." 
Just to preempt people who live in 
Penzance or Perth, we are also 
informed, "Distance from 
Wellington need not be a problem, 
we will be happy to run courses 
at weekends or on working 
days and arrange guest-house 
accommodation if there is 
sufficient interest," 

Peter has been programming 
for some years and founded the 
company in 1988. 

The courses range in price 
from £10.00 per evening - over a 
sixteen week period - if you live 
locally, to a "flexible timetable 
beginning at £300. In the light of 
some other training 
establishments this offers 



Y--^ 



CLUB 



Remote control 

Last month we reported that a new Bulletin 
Board Service (BBS) had been set up in 
Scotland. Called Remote! PCW it is run by 
Nigel Hill, the Night Picture Editor on the 
Glasgow Herald newspaper. 

With those resources to hand. Nigel 
was able to let us have several excellent 
pictures of himself and the sight of 
Remote! PCW. Below, we've included a 
couple of log-on screens just to show you 
what's in store. 

If you have any information about a 
club or society using PCWs or any other 
PCW-related news, please get in contact 
with Club News at the following address: 
Club News, 8000 Plus, Beauford Court, 30 
Monmouth St, Bath, BA1 2AP. 




Nigel Hill Ihe system operator (SYSOP) lor Remote! PCW in 
the wilds of Scotland and the wilds(ish) themselves 



The Windsor change 

The Windsor Bulletin Board User's Group 
has been with us for some time now and 
has been growing steadily. The handy 
point to note about WBBug (as they call 
themselves} is that you can live in Kenya 
and still take part. 

They make use of three CD ROMs - 
like the audio disc but used to store read 
only information in huge quantities. This 
means that a user will be able to down- 
load files from one of these CDs at a hefty 
rate of knots. For example, one of these 
CD ROMs alone contains 7000 public 
domain programs. 

The annual subscription to WBBug will 
set you back £5,00 for a full year. This will 
get you access to the bulletin board itself 
(of course you'll need a modem and 
comms software) as well as a quarterly 
newsletter and monthly social meetings - if 
you can make them - at Old Windsor. 

You are cordially invited to have a 
quick look at the system by using the 
following number and procedures: 
0753-868196 [8-n-1]. For a full system 
directory you should look in the file area 
called Login. 

To get details about membership you 
can use the same number and leave a 
message or write to Peter Catley (using 
what they call Snail-mail) at 11 Haslemere 
Road. Windsor, berkshire, SL4 5ET 

Psion copped 

Sitting here at Club News HQ we 
sometimes pause to think. Last month 
was obviously not one of those times. 
Back then we gave plenty of time and 



space to the Hereford Amstrad User Group 
(HAG) and their new service to Psion 
Organiser users. 

As a brief resume, HAG will download 
files from PCW disc to Psion Datapak - 
saving you the time and the money. What 
we didn't get round lo mentioning was the 
telephone number and address. 

Before we get into those details 
however, here's some news about 
meetings. These occur on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 18 Church 
Street. They begin at 7pm and go on until 
everyone decides to finish (or last orders 
are called?). Each meeting concerns itself 
with fairly detailed examinations of relevant 
aspects of PCW software - products 
ranging from LocoScript to Mini-Office are 
included and guest speakers are often 
invited along. Many non-technical PCW 
users will be pleased to hear that 
interesting written information is provided - 
the last we heard HAG were working on a 
short introduction to CP/M. The March 
meeting will include a talk by Bob Ellis on 
the pleasures and perils of Public Domain. 
And the really good news ... there is no 
subscription to pay! 

It all sounds like a friendly, informative 
and eventually valuable organisation if 
you're in the area. And that's the news ... 

Fooled you 

Oh, the Hereford Amstrad User Group can 
be contacted via David Rose at 1 8 Church 
Street, Hereford, Herefordshire, HR1 2LR, 
If you really can't wait, you can call David 
on 0432 267123 - but remember he's a 
busy man. 
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(airly reasonable value for money. 
Obviously, not having attended 
any of the courses we can't 
comment on the quality of the 
training given. If you would like to 
know more, then phone Peter 
Wright on 0952 56573 



Doctor who? 




Dave ■ the disc doctor ■ Smiih. Both he ami Dave 
Axiord show the human lace o! computing. 



A few months ago we published an 
interview with Dave the disc doctor' 
Smith, This was combined with the 
news that he and Dave Axford 
(another long-time PCW devotee) 
had pooled their resources in order 
to rescue data from damaged discs. 
In the interview we published a 
number for Dave Smith ... and 
thereby hangs a tale. 

Firstly, however we will reiterate 
the services which both Daves offer. 
If you have a disc which has thrown 
up a missing address mark 
message, has been masticated by 
the pooch or fallen into the river, 
and you also have valuable 
information on that disc then you 
are unlucky. If you have backed- up 
that disc then you are less unlucky 
and quite astute. If, on the other 
hand you have neglected to take 
such precautions - you are not only 
unlucky, you are also unprepared. 
Your only real chance of salvation 
in this case are the Daves Smith 
and Axford. 

For a donation to charity these 
two gentlemen will do their utmost 
to rescue your work and return it to 
you in as good a nick as they can. 
The charities supported by the 
Daves include BACUP (a group 
which looks after cancer victims and 
their families) and the M E 
Association ( for sufferers of Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis ). 

So, where does the tale hang? 
Well, the phone number we gave in 
the Dave Smith interview had two 
digits counter- placed. The number 
we gave was actually that of a Mrs 
Haffenden, and all of us at 8000 



would like to offer our thanks for that 
lady's good humour and patience. 
She had to field several phone-calls 
relating to damaged discs and did 
so with great aplomb. 

The correct number for Dave 
Smith is 089 283 5974. Again, 
thanks to Mrs Haffenden for all 
her help. 



Beep yourself 
even fitter 



An interesting looking note popped 
onto the News Plus doormat this 
month, A product called Discover is 
about to hit your screens. Aimed at 
the following market, "Amstrad 
PCW/ Health/New AgeiTherapy" 
and produced by Morris Berg, 

Discover tell us that Mr Berg is 
a psychology graduate and 
psychotherapist and that the 
program itself is a 'Resource 
Dossier on LocoScript Format 3" 
Discs'. What it appears to do is 
provide information on several 
areas of care and health 
awareness. Subjects covered 
include Therapy Centres, Spiritual 
Paths, Ecology and Environment, 
Professional and Research contacts 
in the USA, as well as plethora of 
other interesting data. 

Heralded as "Your gateway to a 
network of thousands of contacts ", 
the discs looked packed with 
information (400k on two discs). 
Although we have not seen the 
product as yet, we hope to in the 
near future. For some more 
information you should contact 
Discover on 01 552 9744 (you'll 
probably get an answer-phone). 



Da-da Da-da! 



An excellent piece of news for all 
those budding Bachs among you. 
Two new versions of the - by now 
classic - Composer's Pen from 



Composit Software is due for 
release. Called Composer's Pen II 
and Composer's Pen 24 they are 
said to offer additions to the already 
successful Composer's Pen (I). 

Composer's Pen II not only 
includes all the features of its 
forebear but also includes a new 
piece of programming by Mike 
Baker which is said to increase what 
had previously been the rather 
jagged quality of 9-pin dot matrix 
print-outs by 50% (how they grade 
these things is beyond News Plus). 
In theory at least this will make the 
printouts of clefs, diagonal and 
curved lines easier on the eye - a 
vital consideration for any sight- 
reading musician who can't stop to 
fathom out a strange-looking 
hieroglyph in the middle of a bar. 

Composer's Pen 24 will 
actually produce some really 
impressive print-outs using a 24-pin 
printer. If you are already using the 
original version, Composit will let 
you have the 24-pin driver to add 
to this - which is very good of 
them indeed. 

Both packages feature up to 99 
staves, cut and paste music, text 
and standard music symbols. 
printing of scores and parts of 
scores, up to 20 note chords, seven 
clefs, a transposition facility, full 
control of note and stave spacing, 
and the mysterious beaming and 
flagging, as well as a manual written 
by a musician. Not a programmer 
please note - which means there's 
a very good chance it will make 
sense to the people actually who 
use the program. 

The two packages cost £74.75 
(for Composer's Pen II) and £89.95 
(for Composer's Pen 24). To find out 
more, or even to order, call 0952 
595436 - or write to Composit 
Software at the following address; 
10 Leasowe Green. Lightmoor 
Village, Telford, TF4 3DX. 
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Would Grieg have been green with envy' Would Ellington have written elegies to Ihe new Composer's 
Pen upgrades from Composit Software? Are ihey that good? unllike Mozart you can see fcryourselt. 



SNIPPETS 



Lapcrush computer 

This must surely be an early April 
Fool's joke, sent to us by Panasonic 
who are not normally known for 
their sense of fun. Their new CF- 
150 laptop computer is said, by 
them, to be 'the ultimate personal 
organiser'. It fits in your briefcase, 
costs £861 and is touted as being 
portable. The punchline ... it weighs 
61 lbs. The consensus in the office 
is that we would prefer to carry 
round a highly intelligent five year 
old and save on the batteries. 

Fame! 

Over the last few months the PCW 
has been seen on the Russ Abbott 
show (as a visual display unit), in 
Dennis Potter's seminal Bieurghh 
Eyes and more recently in A Sense 
of Guilt with Trevor - don't mention 
Shoestring - Eve. Where will it crop 
up next we ask ourselves? Even 
more importantly, have you spotted 
a PCW anywhere of interest? If so, 
write in and tell Snippets, Even 
better still, send pictures. We'll 
make our machine the most famous 
in the world yet!! 

Wasfe-a-tree prize 

This month's utterly useless press 
release picture prize goes to a 
company called Barco with the 
contraption you see below. It is 
supposed to handle RGB signals, 
what are they? What use are they 
to the PCW world? Answers on a 
grain of rice please. 




I Healh Robinson were alive today he might 
appreciate this device. 



Right premise 

Caspell Computers, who have been 
supplying the PCW with goods and 
services for many years, are 
expanding with new premises in 
Poole. They have set up a new 
sales centre at the Sterte Industrial 
Estate in their home town. This is 
excellent news for both the 
company and PCW users alike. You 
will probably be most aware of them 
via their Ribbon Refresh can of 
spray-on life-giver to the PCW 
printer. So, congratulations to 
Caspell and may they stay with us 
for many years yet. 



8000 PLUS mw 



NEED MORE MEMORY? 

then plug in a RAMPAC 



Compatible with all Amstrad PCW's 
simply plugs into the expansion port 

Adds 512k of RAM, instantly! 

■ Through connector allows continued 
use of other peripherals. 





SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
West Sussex BN12 5LW. Tel:0903 700288. 



TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS AND RELIABLE SERVICE 



;uaranteep11 



DATA TROLLEY 



STOCKISTS OF ORIGINAL AND 

COMPATIBLE (and coloured) AMSTRAD 

PRINTER RIBBONS, DUSTCOVER SETS, 

COMPUTER CLEANING PRODUCTS, 

PRINTER STANDS AND MUCH MORE — 

ALL JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY! 



CF2 3" DISKETTES 




Small y Storage Box (Cap 30) K.95 
Laig: 3" Storage Box (Cap 50) lock 03,83 



COMPUTER 




SUPPLIES 



TO ORDER SIMPLY TOTAL 
YOUR PURCHASES, ADD 
DELIVERY CHARGE AND 15% 
VAT. ALL PRICES EXCLUDE 
VAT & DELIVERY E&OE 



PHQHE 

Our Eipf^ssHoma on (0373) 423523 
if TO fines, 34 hours) and order Quoting 
crafit Cffrtf number, name, fuflpostaf 
**#«*. flty&rw pnone number and 



POST 

Simply hst your order, name and 

address, anekoa a ctwjuti or posV 
order (made payable to 'S8S 
Computer Supphes't Of your credit 
card rtsuis to rh* fuD wWess «*?* 



DEIlVEHy AND INSUTWJCE ■ UK MAiWLAW 
ONLY 

T - f tXJ, 2 MWTW ■ SQ&3 

4tmSf*OVBf} - C2£G 
2. GoutiV daHMry only fer oampulBTB. pnfttOfS 

and fumture * £750 por unit 
3 Oversow Onsets rtbfconw — PfcM» fflJftttef 

as tot d*h#y fflbrmafjon 



SBS COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD. FREEPOST (BR332) DEFT, 311, PORTSLADE, BRIGHTON BN41 1ZZ 
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Be your own 
publisher! Writing 
your chef d'oeuvre 

is half the story; 

author Mike Gerrard 

shows you how to 

market what's 

rightfully yours 



Hello, 
Good buy 

The inlrepid 
adventurers behind 
Your Sinclair will 
Shortly be uprooting 
Irani London to 
continue the 
magazine's production 
hete in Bath ■ as a 
Fulure Publishing title. 



W' e all know the PCW is a much-maligned machine - 
though have you noticed it's only by people who 
don't actually use one? First launched with the 
slogan that it was "More than just a word-processor. 
for less than the cost of a typewriter", it has fully justified that 
claim. It is the ideal writer's tool, there's no doubt: but why 
stop at writing? With a PCW on your desk, primed with your 
favourite word processing software and with a decent 
spreadsheet to hand, you can easily publish your own book 
— hardback or paperback. I know because I've just done it 

Publishing might seem a daunting prospect, a skill 
shrouded in mystery that is full of technical problems and 
pitfalls for the unwary. I've a strong suspicion, though, that 
this is only what the publishers would like writers to believe. 
It's actually a very simple process. You send sheets of paper 
to your printers, and they send you a book in return. The 



writer and the printer do all the work in creating the book. 
The publisher's skill comes in selling and marketing the end 
result, fully justifying author Timothy Mo's recent description 
of a publisher as being no more than a used-car salesman 
with a plum in his mouth. So if you think you can manage to 
sell your own book — why not cut out the publisher 
altogether and do it yourself? 

My own book came about because I found myself in a 
position whereby I could reach a lot of potential readers 
without Incurring much expense, I write the adventure section 
in a magazine called Your Sinclair, which does for the 
Spectrum computer what 8000 Plus does for the Amstrad 
PCW — each one being the best and best-selling title in its 
own particular field. 

For the last few years I've been getting over 100 letters 
every month from readers, all of them asking me questions 
about adventure games, some of them asking me if I'd ever 
written a book about them, and, most important of all, 
virtually every one enclosing a stamped addressed envelope. 
I've written books in the past for 'real' publishers, and I 
realised that if I did publish a book myself. I could reach a 
large number of potential readers without incurring the major 
expense of advertising. 

Cover charge 

Having decided that the book would be 128 pages long, and 
that I'd print 500 copies to see how it went, the spreadsheet 
allowed me to see the hidden expenses mounting up, as well 
as quickly incorporating costs I'd forgotten. I realised at one 
point that while I'd included the cost of the postage for 
sending each copy out, I hadn't actually allowed for an 
envelope to put them in. I soon realised that unless I was 
going to stick the stamp on the book itself, I'd better include 
10p a time for a sturdy envelope. 

The spreadsheet had two main virtues, though. One was 
to be able to juggle with the cover price, and instantly see the 
overall effect of different amounts on my figures. Setting the 
cover price is in fact one of the hardest things to do (writing 
the book was a doddle in comparison) as it doesn't bear any 
direct relation to the costs involved. 

If you're hoping to sell your book in the shops, a general 
rule is to work out the unit cost per book and treble it to get 
the cover price. That might seem a remarkably high mark-up, 
but a retail outlet may insist on a trade discount of anything 
up to 50%. So if the book costs you £2 to produce, and you 
think you're being wildly capitalistic in charging £3.95 for it, 
bear in mind that a shop may only be prepared to pay you 
El. 95 per copy. This is what's known as bad business — for 
you, that is. 

A more realistic cover price would be £5.95, meaning 
you collect about £2,95 per copy from the shop. They still 
make more money out of it than you will, but at least you'll be 
able to sell a few more copies and won't have to turn the 
business away for the embarrassing reason of having mis- 
priced the book. 

In my own case, as 1 was planning to do everything mail- 
order and had no intention of touting my book round the local 
computer shops, it was a question of whether to charge 
£3.95 or £4,95. Given that I had no idea how many, if any, I 
would sell, and that producing the book would involve me in 
a capital investment of about £1 .000. not even allowing for 
my own time, I was naturally inclined to charge the higher 
price on the grounds that, as my friendly spreadsheet told 
me, I'd break even sooner: after selling 205 rather than 257 
copies, in fact. 

But (and this is the kind of convoluted thinking book 
pricing lets you in for) would I lose more than 52 sales by 
charging the extra £1 ? Not even time can tell you that, 
although one thought I kept in mind was that if you start at a 
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higher price you can always come down later, but if you 
under-charge from the start you could be on a loser. 

What you get is what you see 

Having decided on a cover price, and assuming there is a 
market you can aim at, if you think you can make a go of 
selling the book — go ahead. But don't start writing it until 
you've made a few more decisions. It's vital to sort out what 
the book is eventually going to look like, and how you're 
going to produce what the printer wants, which is camera- 
ready copy (CRC). 

I'd opted for the easiest A5 size paperback format, 
although Antony Rowe will print you a hardback just as 
easily if you wish. But a printer can only work from the 
material presented to him. If your art-work or print quality is 
cheap, the results will look cheap. 

In fact I opted for the cheapest and easiest way of all, 
which was using the Amstrad's own dot-math); printer to 
produce my CRC. Shrieks of horror from the professionals 
no doubt, but in all honesty the results aren't that bad if you 
take care, and in the end, of course, a book is only as good 
as it needs to be. 

If money's no object to you then by all means pay to have 
it professionally typeset. It does look infinitely better than dot- 
matrix output, but it will cost you a fortune, about £4 per page. 
That's an extra £500 on your budget for a 1 28- page book. 

Second-best is to have it laser-printed, and there are 
now several firms who will laser-print a LocoScript file for 
you, or an ASCII file on a 3" disc, at a cost of about £1 to 
£1 ,50 per page. Easiest and cheapest by far. however, is to 
do it yourself on the printer you've got. 

I'm not saying that you can ignore quality altogether, that 
would be treating potential readers with disdain, on the 
grounds that if they don't see it before they've bought it then 
it doesn't matter how cheaply it's produced. This is not the 
attitude at all. 

On print-ciple 

My own book should have been printed out on a 24-pin 
printer, specially bought for the purpose. Well, to be more 
truthful, that was my excuse for buying it. But just when I'd 
finished the writing and was all ready for the massive 
printing-out stage, the edge-connector at the back of my 
PCW went on the blink and the interface wouldn't 
acknowledge the presence of an alien printer. 

My own belief is that it was sulking. "After five years of 
use," it was saying, "here's the most important job I've ever 
been asked to do and he wants to use a different printer. I'll 
show him.". And it showed me by refusing to drive the new 
printer, which meant that I had to resort to my original plan of 
using the Amstrad's own. 

I had already experimented with different pitches and 



What's the damage? 

The most Important factor of all is budgeting. In order to see whether 
publishing my own book was feasible or a recipe for economic disaster, I had 
to get a lew quotes from printers - once I knew roughly what size of 
publication I wanted. I'd fortunately come across a book which I would 
recommend to anyone remotely interested in the subject of publishing, and 
that's the Small Press Yearbook. 

it recommended several printers who do books in small runs - which 
means anything from 100 copies upwards, including the company that 
actually printed the Yearbook itself, I eventually used this company for my 
own book: Antony Rowe Ltd, I chose them not because they gave the 
cheapest quote (in fact most of the quotes were similar) but because they 
seemed the most efficient and I had the benefit of seeing a book they'd 
actually printed. One printer would only give me a verbal quote, whereas 
Antony Rowe sent a full written quote, along with a costings leaflet for every 
imaginable combination of size of book and print-run, plus samples of the 
various types of paper that could be used. 

The leaflet enabled me to go to town on the budget, and to discover the 
wonders of the spreadsheet. I had heard people enthuse wildly over the 
spreadsheet program, so much so that I began to doubt their sanity. It was as 
if, given a choice between an evening with a spreadsheet and an evening with 
Darryl Hannah, they'd be pushed to make a decision. Now that I've spent such 
an evening (with the spreadsheet, that is), I can see that it is indeed a pretty 
spiffing program. 

I used the Spreadsheet Module of the Mini Office suite (pre-debacle 
version). This had many advantages, not least being the tact that it was the 
only spreadsheet I owned. In conjunction with 8000 Plus' very own mini-series 
on how to get the best out of the program, it did everything I needed, and my 
desk was soon covered with prlnt-outs of the various options available. 



page layouts, with and without bold and double commands to 
darken the print, and decided that the best results were 
obtained by ignoring bold and double, which tended to 
thicken the letters a little too much, and to use the 12-pitch 
rather than more obvious 1 0-pitch. I say 'more obvious' 
because the best quality comes from reducing the size of 
your original print-out from A4 to A5 in a photocopier, and the 
larger 1 0-pitch might seem to be the natural choice to give 
slightly larger end results. However, to my eye this produces 
a text that gains width at the expense of height, and just 
doesn't look right. 

Most important factor of ail, though, is a large supply of 
new printer ribbons. I laid in a stock of two dozen ribbons, 
and changed to a new one after every five or six pages. 
This gave a consistently good ink colour, the density of 
which improves when the size is reduced. The ribbons 
aren't wasted, of course, as they are then used up in more 
normal circumstances. 



For further 
information 

Antony Rows Ltd. Bumper's 
Farm. Bristol Road. 
Chippenham, Wills SN14 6GA 
(0249-653706) 

The Smail Press Yearbook 
1990 costs E5.99 from the 
Small Press Group, BM Bozo. 
London WC1 N3XX 
The phone number (or lurther 
in Formation is 0234-211606 

Thameslink ofler laser am) 
typesetting services tor the 
PCW: 38 Thames Street. 
Windsor Berks SL41 PR 
(0753-863356) 

Adventures on the 
Spectrum costs E4.95 plus 5p 
towards postage Irom Mike 
Gerrard. PO Boi 7. Ramsey. 
Huntirtgrjon, Cambridgeshire 
PEI7 2UZ 



Mike's book is entitled 
Adventures on the 
Spec! rum and costs 
£4.95. Ills, he says, the 
book that 'no Spectrum- 
owning adventure lover 
can aftord to be without.' 

It contains 
in tor me I ion about 
adventure clubs, 
(amines, how to write 
and sell your own 
adventures, rtow to crack 
them -and so on. 
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Order and despatch 

Keeping a check on sales is also a job that the Amstrad can be made to 
do without effort, thanks to good old LocoFile, one of my favourite 
PCW programs of alt time. When the orders arrive once a week from the 
PO Box I took out (get a form from your post office: £80 per annum for 
one delivery a week, or £40 if you collect them yourself), I go into my 
production line routine. 

Number the cheques and the orders, add up the cheques, enter the Iota) 
in my cash book, then enter the names and addresses into LocoFile, which 
not only keeps a record of them in case of queries, it also prints out the 
address labels for me. Orders received on a Saturday are posted back on the 
Monday. They could even go out the same day if the village where I live had a 
Saturday lunchtime collection. 

I don't wait for the cheques to clear - in fact they're often not banked till 
the following Saturday, and none of them has bounced yet. A friend who runs 
his own software mail-order business told me that in four years of operation 
he hasn't yet had a duff cheque, so it hardly seems worth losing sleep over. 

On the legal side, you have 28 days to deliver the goods from when you 
receive the order, so there's plenty of room for maneouvre. Even if you go on 
holiday for a fortnight, you should still be able to meet your obligations. 
Allow for a delay of about six weeks from sending the finished pages to your 
printer to receiving the books back again. 

I started sending out leaflets about a week before the printers told me the 
book would be ready, which dovetailed nicely. The book was just two days 
late from the date originally quoted to me six weeks earlier, which I thought 
was quite impressive, especially as the printer phoned me beforehand to let 
me know about it. One thing to watch out for: the printer will want paying in 
advance, unless you're an established customer, so don't bank on paying 
him out of the sale proceeds, it's your risk, not his! 



Reduction by photocopier is also important: don't forget that 
you are supplying the printer with that camera-ready copy, 
He cannot produce an A5 book from A4 sheets. The pages 
you give to him have to be just as they are going to appear 
in the finished book. Some printers will no doubt offer to do 
the reduction for you, but don't assume that they will, or that 
if they do it will be cheap — it's almost certainly better to 
shop around and get it done elsewhere. 



Make it worth 
your while 

I wasn't interested in raising 
vast profits out of the booh, as I 
very quick v realised that it was 
going lo he more of a labour ol 
love than a means to an early 
retiremenl in the South ot 
France, but I at leasi hoped to 
make a few bob. The time you 
have 10 put into producing a 
boots is enormous, and unless 
you sell a few thousand you'd 
probably be better off standing 
in the street selling matches. 

In addition lo the time 
spent writing. I'm here to lell 
you lhat n takes lorever to do 
all the little things; buying 
stamps, sticking (hem on the 
envelopes, recording your 
sales, labelling [he envelopes. 
hauling litem round to the posl 
oto, paying in lots of little 
cheques to Ihe bank ... .My own 
bank insists en stamping each 
cheque and writing Ihe account 
number on ihe back of each 
one. Paying in an average 
week's sales took me so long 1 
could have written another 
boots while I was waiting 



Diminished state 

I was lucky in having a friend with a copier that will reduce 
pages in size, but any High Street Prontaphnt or equivalent 
should be able to do it for you. A tip here is to get two copies 
done while you're at it. It only costs a few pence a sheet and 
you may as well have two copies while your A4 pages are in 
pristine condition. Accidents happen even to the most 
conscientious printers and it's nice to have an original as 
well as those A5 copies which will certainly get damaged in 
the fullness of time. 

The book was written using LocoScript. I normally prefer 
the speed of Pretext for lengthy documents, but in this case I 
liked the way LocoScript handles headers and footers, and 
there was also some material I wanted to incorporate into 
the book that had already been written under LocoScript, so 
that helped in my choice. Either would do really. The 
important thing is to make sure you have made the right 
choice before you start. 

Another option might be to use the Micro Design 2 
program, which accepts most word processor files and can 
also print out on either 24-pin or laser printers. Alternatively 
you could use it to create the original pages in the A5 format 
(which saves on photocopying bills), and choose a more 
acceptable font size. When reduced from A4 to A5, word 
processor font sizes tend to be smaller than is ideal, and 
better results are obtained from a 14 or even 16-point font 



(not to be confused with LocoScript's 15 or 17-pitch. Fonts 
get smaller as pitch sizes get bigger). However, Micro 
Design 2 wasn't released until I was part-way through writing 
my book so it wasn't an option open to me. 

Paint your palette 

Although you can do the bulk of a book with a word- 
processing rather than desktop publishing program, it is 
useful to have one of these for one or two things, I wanted to 
do the covers of the book on the 24-pin printer, but because 
of the edge-connector problems I had to be unfaithful to the 
PCW and use a desktop publishing program on the Atari ST 
which was prepared to recognise the existence of the 
printer. I used the same set-up to produce a leaflet cum 
order form, although I could just as easily have used the 
Amstrad. My choice of Atari over Amstrad for this was 
dictated purely by a piece of suitable clip-art that I found. 

In general terms, though the Atari is undoubtedly a 
faster micro, the PCW has much more clip-art at its disposal 
thanks to the range of Newsdesk International discs and the 
likes of companies like Dragonfly Designs, so it's perfectly 
able to produce leaflets, advertising matter and whatever 
else you want to use. 

i opted for a simple black type on white background for 
the cover, on the grounds that it was the cheapest and also 
easiest, being entirely under my control. Antony Rowe Ltd 
produced the cover plates for me. from three separate 
sheets that I did on my own printer, for front, back and spine. 
If I'd been bolder I'd have got a friend to do some art-work 
for the front of the book, but I was feeling very cautious 
about this first attempt at publishing. Also, each extra colour 
you want on the cover adds considerably to the cost. 

Leaflets are not only easy but cheap to produce. I 
designed an A4 leaflet, reduced it to A5, put two A5 copies 
on one A4 sheet and produced 1 000 leaflets for the cost of 
500: about £25. 1 mailed some of them out to people I 
thought might be interested in the book, and the response 
rate made it well worth doing. The remaining leaflets were 
handed to friends and retained for stuffing in the stamped 
addressed envelopes that come my way over the next few 
months, at which point I'll get some more printed if the book 
looks like selling out. 

Protecting what's yours 

There are a few other bits and pieces you need to know, but 
nothing that need put you off publishing, and all are covered 
and appropriate addresses are given in the Small Press 
Yearbook. The ISBN (International Standard Book Number) 
that you see on most books is only necessary if your book is 
headed for shops and libraries. If in doubt, get one for your 
book. It won't cost you anything for a single ISBN. You can 
also get a bar code for the back of your book if you like, but 
again it's only helpful if your book is in the shops. 

You should send one copy of your book to the British 
Library, but if you don't deposit one with them then the law 
isn't going to come crashing down on your head. The Library 
is years behind in its cataloguing, and also running out of 
storage space, so if you think future civilisations can live 
without your Guide to East Anglian Ferrets then you may be 
doing them a favour by not sending one in. 

And that's it. You've produced your book, done it all on 
the PCW, and no doubt felt the same glow of pride that I did 
when the boxes arrived from the printer and I picked up the 
first pristine copy — after worrying for weeks about what it 
would look like, it was only then I realised how simple the 
whole process had been. If you're printing 5.000 copies 
make sure you've got somewhere to store them; 500 can be 
stored in the average cupboard- 
All you have to do then, is sell them. Not even your 
Amstrad can do that for you — though it can certainly help. ■ 
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LocoFile is a pop-up database that organises and 
maintains everything from names and addresses to 
books and sales orders. From data stored and 
sorted on your LocoFile cards, LocoMail lets you 
create reports, letters and labels. 

Together they make a powerful combination to 
use with LocoScript 2. 



All this for £49.90 - giving you a £10 saving on the 
individual price of LocoFile and LocoMail 



Please send me the following: 

aD 

a 



LocoFile & LocoMail £49.9u □ 

Please send me details of 
the LocoScript 2 family 



Lj 1 enclose a cheque tor TOTAL £ | 

LJ Please charge rn\ Actess/Viv! cadi 
I-1XP DaK I 



Name. 



i I I 



i l l 



_!_!_ 



□i 
i 



Address. 



Signed 



Send to Katy Buchan at: 



Postcode . 
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LOCOMOTIVE ' 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking. 



Sole: All prices include VAT ami UK pciMap: TEL (1306 740606 Surrey. Ri 14 IYL 
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Understanding 
CND 

Most items in a database will 
be C tor character. Numbers, 
type N. can have calculations 
performed on them, and dates, 
type 0. can be sorted into date 
order (rather lhan alphabetical 
order, which would put April 
belore March!). Phone 
numbers may as well go in 
character, as you won't want to 
do any calculations on them, 
and you can ihen have phone 
numbers like '01 867 6657 exl. 
526' which Masterfite wouldn't 
allow as a number. 



MASTERING 
MASTERFILE 

If you want to get the best out of the best PCW database 
on the market, enter here! Part 1 of a complete guide ... 



Let's assume you want to keep some sort of name-address- 
and-details list - on the members of the club you run for 
farmers with rare pig breeds, for example. 
First you have to decide exactly what sort of 
information you want to store for each person - as if you were 
designing a form for them to fill in when they join. A database 
must be set out in this tabular sort of way. Of course you need 
name and address; you need to keep a record of the yearly subs 
because you have a three -tier membership system (£5 a year 
individual, £10 family, £25 business, say); and other information. 

Here's what a typical form might look like if filled in by a 
member - from now on we'll call this information a 'record': 

Name Harold Boggis 

Address High Leas Farm, Linford Christie, Hampshire 

S09 7JE 
No. pigs kept 2,000 
Yearly subs £10 
Breeds kept Tamworth, Gloucester Old Spot, Oxford 

Sandy & Black 
Date sub due 3rd April 1 990 




Masierfile's main menu. II you warn to save or load anything, of get a directory, press L lo go lo menu 2 



01:Nane 

12:fiddress 

!3:No . pigs kept, . 
D4:¥early sub rate 
35:Breeds kept. , ... 



•><: (spare). 
}8:<Spare>. 



Give neu data nani~ 



FiU;N£nriLE I Records: WW I Selected ; 09000 I Res: 



Fori 



Setting the categories of information for each person 



I Kane 



Iti^:B I File:HEHBERS I Records: WOW I Selected: WWW I KeaiHawe 



For 



Surname shuttle: enter a name like this and il will display properly but be sorted under surname, not first name. 
Note how the drive has been changed - it was A before, now it's I 



Here are some of the things Masterfile will be able to do 
for you if you keep the above information on each person. 
You can obtain automatic totals of the number of pigs kept 
by all your members or totals of subs you should receive 
each year; you can produce lists of your members in order 
of pig population; you can produce lists of members 
whose sub is due and send letters automatically to them, 
asking for the right sub rate; you can produce lists of 
members who keep particular breeds of pig; and so on. 

And it's all at the touch of a button - well, a few 
buttons - and done for you on screen or printout, or even 
'exported' as a file that you can polish up with LocoScript, 
adding boid and italic and fancy type styles and layouts. 

Getting started 

But first you want to know how to go about setting all this 
up. Start up CP/M as usual and at the A> type 
MF8000[RETURN] and press any key at the opening 
message, which gets up the opening menu. You'll be 
returning to this menu a lot when you use Masterfile. 

You want to start a new file, so press [N]. \Jp comes 
the message Is this tile to be keyed? - press [Y]. A 
keyed file is one where the PCW "remembers' each set of 
details by one of the items listed - usually the name. So 
the machine thinks' in terms of 'Mr Boggis 's details' or 'Mr 
Smith's details'. If you can think of a sensible use for an 
unkeyed file you shouldn't be reading this. 

Next it asks you How many data names - that is, 
how many sections there are on your notional form. There 
are six, but before you press that, it would be an idea to 
leave a couple of items spare in case you think of 
something you want to add for each person later. (It's not 
a disaster if you don't, actually). You may as well give 
8[ENTER] as the answer. 

Up on screen come 8 items in the top left, none 
named yet. Masterfile is going to ask you what each is to 
be called and what sort of information you want. Now, the 
first item you give will be the keyed one. and the various 
records in the file will be displayed ordered by this item. 
'Name' seems the obvious one. 

Spare items 

You don't have to move the cursor to select the first one, 
just press the 'grid' key with the 2 on it near the bottom 
right of the keyboard to Alter the item. You're prompted 
to Give data name Type NamefRETURN]: you're now 
asked what sort of information will go in this slot - 
Character, Numeric or Date? The names will be text, of 
course; you won't want to find the square root of them or 
look up the day after Mr Smith, so press C for character. 

Now you see 01 Name <C) on screen showing 

Masterfile has received your message. 
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Now we must input the address, which is to be item 2. Move 
the cursor down to item 2, press the grid key to 'alter* the 
title, and give Address as the data name. This is also C. For 
the third item, move down with the cursors to item 3, give the 
name as No. pigs kept but give N as the type - this will 
enable you to do calculations on the data in this bit later on. 
Repeat tor item 4 (Yearly sub rate, N) item 5 (Breeds kept, 
C) and item 6 (Next sub due, D). Leave the last two 
undefined. 

Surname shuffle 

If you make any mistakes, you can go back and change the 
title or type of any item by moving with the cursors and 
pressing the grid key to alter them. 

Now you want to save what you've set up before you go 
any further. X to the main menu; you now press L to go to the 
menu with Load/ save and disc functions on it. 

If you have an 8512 and you want to work with the file on 
the B drive - as you should - then first press [D] (menu 2) to 
change the drive you're working on. shown as A in the tower 
left corner. Press [B] and you see the A change to B. Then 
carry on - from now until you switch off everything will be 
done to and from the B drive. 

Now press [S] to save the file and give an appropriate 
name, say MEMBERS. The disc whirrs and the message 
Done pops up. The line at the bottom alters - it shows the 
name of the loaded file as MEMBERS, and gives the key as 
Name. It also shows zero records and zero of them selected, 
because you haven't input any information yet - which is 
what you do now. 

Press [X] to get back to the main menu; you want to input 
each person's details now, one by one. Press [I] tor Insert 
new record; you see the headings appear - name, address 
etc. 

Now. when you input a name, you can use a feature of 
Masterfile called 'surname shuffle'. This gets round the fact 
that names are sorted by surname, not first name, so that 
Zoe Angeil should come before Benjamin Zephaniah. but that 
it looks horribly regimentary if you list people as 'Angeil, Zoe". 

First things last 

When you type in Harold Boggis's name, type it in like this: 
Bog g is < Mr H 

When you press [ENTER] you see that the name 
displays as Mr H Boggis which is better - but Masterfile will 
sort the entry under Boggis, making it appear in the right 
place in a name list. 

There are other uses for this feature - Messiah<The in 
your music catalogue, or Air That I Breathe<AII I need is in 
your Hollies record collection. 

There's another neat trick with the address. Enter Mr B's 
as follows: 

High Leas Farm_Linford Christie_Hampshire_S09 7JE 
(the _ is [SHIFT] hyphen). 

When you come to print out the address, or display it on 
screen, in a square shape such as a label, it will display as 
this: 

High Leas Farm 
Linford Christie 
Hampshire 
S09 7JE 

Whereas if you are confining it to a long line, it will 
display as: 

High Leas Farm Linford Christie Hampshire S09 7JE 
- this gets round the problems posed by putting each line of 
the address as a separate item - Address 1 , Address 2 
and so on, which you would otherwise have to do if you 
wanted a label -style printout. 

For numbers, such as subs due, any £ sign you type is 
ignored: '£10' becomes simply '10.00', 



The date must always be entered as 
3 Apr 90 

- that is, no 'rd' after the 3, and no '19'. It displays as 
03 Apr 90 

If Masterfile beeps and displays something in a different 
form, you've misentered. Change the date to the right form. 

If at first you don't succeed 

If you want to change something you've entered, use the 
right and left cursors to highlight the item to change, then 
press the grid key. enter the new details, and [ENTER]. 

Press I again and insert another record and continue until 
you've entered them all, or it's time to go to bed! 
Note how the figure by 'Records' at the bottom tells you how 
many names and addresses you've entered in total. 

Before you switch off, save the file by [X]-ing to the main 
menu, [L]-ing to the "save' menu, and pressing [S] to save - 
after that just [ENTER], To re-load -to add new names, 
perhaps - take L from the main menu, L from the next and 
give MEMBERS as the file to load (changing drive if 
required). 

Entering a new name is easy - just insert, using I from 
the main menu, and save the altered file. (Masterfile prompts 
you to save a file before you leave if you've changed it). 

To see the various names, press D tor Display from the 
main menu. You'll see the first name, alphabetically, 
displayed on screen. Keep pressing [ENTER] and you'll 
move through the list alphabetically - Masterfile has arranged 
everything in order of the key' field, the first one you entered, 
which is the Name. To move back one, press [ALT] and the 
up cursor. To move back to the beginning, press [B]. 

If you want to change any of the details - perhaps 
someone has moved or started keeping different breeds, or 
you just made a mistake - just get the right record up on 
screen and use the left and right cursors to move to the item 
to change. Press the grid key and enter the new information; 
Masterfile automatically re-sorts the file if necessary. To 
erase a file - if a member leaves - get that one displayed 
and press [ALTjE. Remember to save before you leave 
Masterfile, of course. 

Now you can start to manipulate the data you've entered; 
the hard part is over. Next month the fun begins ... ■ 



Ordering, 
problems with 

In many cou nines the surname 
comes before the given name: 
Japan's Prima Minister is Kaifu 
Toshiki. son of Mi and Mrs 
Kaifu and the Hungarian 
composer was called Bartak 
Bela for example. China and 
Korea are Ihe same. Masterfile 
does not sell many copies in 
the Far Easl however. 



Insert overwrite 
here 

If you want to edit a line you're 
typing in, you can swap 
between insert and overwrite 
modes - in which new lest is 
respectively inserted between 
or overwrites existing text - by 
pressing the up Or down 
cutsor. If you want to work in 
the same way thai LocoScripi 
does, by inserting, then press 
the up cursor. A little arrow 
appears in the window to the 
tell showing that you're in 
insert mode. 



i ftddress 



High Leas FarnLinford Christie_Hani>shire_S09 7JE 



Driue:B FileiHEMBERS I Records :00000 I Selected iOOOOO I Key;Nane 



Tfl 



Enter addresses like this and they'll always display nicely to lit a line or label formal 



MM 

Address 

No, piss kept 

Yearly sub rate 

Breeds kept 

Next suh due 



nr H Boggis 

Kioti Leas Farn Linford Christie Hanpsliire SOS 7JE 

2000 , 00 

10.00 

Ianuorth, Gloucester Old Spot, Oxford Sandy S Black 



The information alter entry - note how Ihe name is in the right ordet 




Menu 2 is where you save, load, get directories, and change ihe drive. X gels you hack to Ihe main menu 

I 
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MAKING 
HEADLINES 

Brian Holley reviews the upgraded headline program from ORB Systems 



PS HEADINGS 

£11.95 • ORB SYSTEMS* 01690 8534 

Pretext users who regularly produce news letters, information 
sheets, menus or who simply want personal letter heads will 
certainly be able to put PS Headings to good use. If you are 
daunted by the complexities of desktop publishing, but want a 
simple tool to produce high quality large print, PS Headings is for 
you. This little program first appeared about a year and a half 
ago, complete with a well-written user manual. It has now been 
extensively improved and provides the updated manual on disc. 

The major improvement is in speed. The version one manual 
advised users to go and make a cup of tea while processing 
takes place. No time for that now. The new version makes use of 
compressed BASIC to create the file from which the headline is 
produced in a Protext document. 

Headings may be up to 9 lines long. The width of the 
heading will depend on whether double or quadruple-size 
characters are used. PS Headings allows the use of extra 



SrTo 



copying \m tin 
Cops ins «:HEMJI*0[,IST 
Chectin; fur presence of B Srivt 
Has projrM use II drivt (Vn)' i 
Trying to copy test file 
Tile Sots not exist 
Erasing backup files 
Check ins spsce on N 



Drive H: woup ( 



Checking if BASIC, CON on N 
BSSIC.CBI liruiv on It 
Copying projru nits to B 
Coping S:ltf»JUKK.TST 

KSSiu a . irf A% rur- t 



Run vrogrw h<m j for rest of session 
ChMJtirts tf PMTIXT.COM flu H 
PROTECT. £H already on N 
Erasing unfitted files 
File not found 



Id- IftH \kt tM tf unt *Irf*(h rr«t«rt prm Ftttf 

Tor dftaiJl font *MMW ju*t IffSS ftlm 
Fnli-r frnit mtWU HFd&T 

Tor oWjuIL rhirtcter tricing <•> ji*t p«H If turn 



Hr triji I tett fr#*^ Rttpi 

Mm? i J ; ,i',i ■ ilf It ST Hit M 

tfl-lW llMrSifl^lfjyifh ItlWUWl FSKKIt 

Pifii Bflifl-n tc centinsfr SW'C* to vUrl j<nirr. Step La > 



Lett: PS Headings never leaves you in the dark: Ihe program 
reports its every move while setting itself up 

Above: The firsl stage in processing a heading: setting the style 

and defaults 
Below: The second slage in processing a heading: inputting the 

heading itself 




characters and accents so that some decorative effects 
can be achieved. It is also possible to set the distance 
between lines in a multi-line heading. 

The font is fixed when creating the file that contains 
the font size, character spacing, ruler length and centering 
information. Styling information, such as shaded 
background, inverse printing (white on a black 
background), underlining, proportional spacing and triple 
strike printing are all set in the document using Protext 
>sv commands. The print quality that can be achieved 
using the triple strike option has to be seen to be believed. 
This is especially effective when using a carbon ribbon in 
the printer. 

Creating the file from which the heading will be printed 
is very straight forward. You can actually operate the 
program with minimal reference to the manual because 
most of the elements are presented in an easily 
understood manner. On most prompts, a default is offered 
and all you need to do is press [RETURN]. The main 
processing screen shows 9 blank slots into which the 
heading can be entered. 

Printing 

The manual states clearly how to enter the appropriate 
instructions in a Protext document. These are Protext 
set variable commands (>sv=) that only affect the 
headings themselves. By measuring from the left edge 
of the paper in either imperial or metric, you can place 
any heading in any position you want to very precisely. 
This, and the Left Offset (>sv lo=) set variable enable you 
to produce headings with columns giving a good 
magazine layout effect. 

Once a heading file has been created, the document 
can be viewed on screen with inverse blocks where the 
headings will appear. If necessary, the heading file can be 
edited using the main menu Process option and pressing 
[PASTE] when asked if you want to create a new file or 
alter an old one. So that you can check what is in a file. 
PS Headings provides a View data file option which puts 
the information on the screen. 

PS Headings has much to commend it. It is relatively 
easy to use, has a cleverly written manual, provides a 
good range of desirable features for producing good 
quality documents and comes at a very affordable price ■ 



PS HEADINGS 


PLUSES 




MINUSES 


A Easy to use 




T Limited to one font in 


4 Range of styles 




two sizes 


A Good manual 






PERFORMANCES 


4/5 


RANGE OF FEATURES 3/5 


EASE OF USE 


4/5 


DOCUMENTATION 4/5 


8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 16/20 
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LocoFont 











T >'/;. 




style 



MODERN : After disconnecting the 
mains power... 

Sfcopr 2Z i&bx &qu«sc, »s«l Street 



iAPITAL : FQR SALE: Mini 1000 - 
Good little runner... 

COPP£RPLATE : You are invited to 
a House warming party... 



PENftAN : It teem* oget (unce I fa&t wtote 
to you. - and (crtoe/t tince we met... 

ROMAN: The minutes of the 
meeting were accepted... 

SANS SERIF : Taking this as our 
hypothesis, we can... 

SGXfPf : fl?e're otoc* iv hear thcvt 
yoik enjoyed the surprise party... 



flvacadc Pear with prawns 

DEFINITE : Wo have o«n forced 
to adopt & tougher approach... 

FINESSE : The f6te this year will 
be held on the 10th June... 



MINI 1 !:> / \ f : T h i s package is supplied 
on the terms shown bslow. .. 



STANDARD : Please find enclosed 
confirmation of your order,.. 



Mini. PS : A word processor provides a 
facility to create documents... 



•Please send me the following for LocoScript 2: 
I LocoFont Tor the PCW8256/8512 Printer 

| Set 1 - Standard. Sans Serif. Roman. Script. 

I Copper Plate, Deco. Definite. Capitals, Finesse and Modern 

I Set 2 - Standard. Sans Serif, Penman. Old English, 

I Mini 15/17 and Mini PS 

| Set I and Set 2 together 

I LocoFont 24 for the 24 Pin Dot Matrix Printer 

J Text Set - Roman, Definite. Capitals. Finesse and Mini PS 

I Display Set - Penman. Old English. Deco, 

I Script and Copper Plate 

I To use LocoFont 24 you need the 
■ 24 Pin Printer Drivers Disc 



£ 19.95 D 

£14.95 □ 

£2'*. 95 □ 

£24.95 Q 

£24.950 

£24.95 □ 



Name. 



Address. 



Q 1 enclose a cheque for total£ 

I I Please charge ray Access/Visa card ex? Due 

□ 



J_L 



I I I 



J_L 



Signed 



Send to Katy Buchan at: 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, 
Nuie: All prices include VAT and UK posiage TEL 0306 740606 SuTTey. RH4 1 YL 



Postcode. 




FEATURE 



When I'm 
calling you 

Mosi business situations will 
require you to use formal 
language: lor thai reason, the 
lout programs we looked at 
use the polite Vous, Sie and so 
an to iranslaie Ihe word you." 



MIND YOUR 
LANGUAGE 

For the Euro-conscious professional: business-oriented, 
language-learning packages. Sharon Bradley listens in. 




The neat clear screen display of each program's opening menu. The 47 vocabulary 

groupings are divided among six subject categories: Business, Technical. Travel. 

Restaurant Communications and Social 



BUSINESS FRENCH 
(GERMAN, ITALIAN AND SPANISH) 
£49.95 each • Apex Computing Services 
Ltd • 0273 727477 

The British, as a nation, are not renowned for their enthusiastic, 
brook-no-obstacles approach to learning foreign languages. We 
usually fall into the trap of assuming, somewhat glibly, that no 
matter how distant the shores to which we are travelling, there will 
always be someone there wielding a positively archaic edition of 

Fowler's Correct Usage. 
We might make the half- 
joking concession of 
throwing a phrase-book 
into our suitcase along 
with the Ambre Solaire 
and latest Harold 
Bobbins bestseller, but 
knowing how to 
communicate the fact - 
distressing though it 
undoubtedly is - that your 
toilet is blocked and you 
need a plumber is of 
limited use. 

Four language- 
learning packages from 
Apex Computing 
Services, however, are 
destined to change all 
that. Designed and 
written specifically for 
business and other 
professional personnel. 
it's likely that ail those 
PCW owners for whom 
the dawning of the 1992 
single market actually 
means something will 
soon be sitting up and 
taking notice. Between 
them, Apex's language- 
learning programs cover 
the four most widely- 
spoken languages in 
Europe today: French, 
German, Italian and 
Spanish. But, as we've 
mentioned, the packages 
are different from any 
other computer-based 
language-learning aids in 
that they have all been 
written with a particular 




)nce you've selected the vocab grouping you're interested in. you will be faced wilh a 

number of questions: which way you want to translate (into or out of the language in 

question), where you want to start and whether you want to try the sentences too 




It's a shame about that clumsy word-wrapping, though. II words have to break mid- 
syllable, you would expecl to see the odd hyphen in evidence: not really thai good 
going from a program that is trying to promote linguistic precision 



kind of user in mind - someone who will need to use and 
understand these languages on a professional, day to 
day basis. 

Rather than having to sit through barrages of 
perfectly-enunciated English on the part of your European 
associates, feeling oddly inadequate and faintly 
apologetic, these programs, in theory, will allow you to turn 
the tables on them and give back a little of what you get. 

Each of the four discs that we received conforms to an 
identical format: this consists of 47 data files (or, to be 
more precise, vocabulary groupings) which are, in turn, 
divided into six categories: Business. Technical, Travel, 
Restaurant, Communications or Social. 

Between them, the categories cover a number of very 
wide-ranging topics: exports and shipping, retail and 
wholesale, matter and its forms (this one's more like a 
chemistry lesson), to name but a few. The subject matter 
is also identical from disc to disc. On each disc, there's a 
file consisting exclusively of phrases which can be used at 
various social occasions just to help you weave your way 
that little bit more confidently around in the impenetrable 
fog of continental etiquette. In fact two of the most useful 
files of all show you how to loosely construct a formal 
business letter in the language concerned - always a 
potential minefield of social bloopers for the uninitiated. 

What's on the menu? 

Finding your way around each of the programs couldn't be 
easier. Once Business French, say, has been loaded, you 
will be presented with a clear, easy-to-use menu which 
displays a number of alternative courses of action. From 
here you can either proceed into the main body of the 
program, begin creating your own vocabulary groupings, 
or leave the program completely. 

The first option involves selecting first, the category, 
then the vocabulary grouping within that category that 
you're interested in. Let's assume that you want to know 
how to compose a French business letter, for example. 
The file containing the vocabulary that you're interested in 
is located under the "Business" category heading. 

Once you select and open the file in question, you will 
discover that it contains a number of entries - probably 
about thirty or so. Each one consists of four different 
elements. First, the English (or French) word or phrase. 
Second, its French (or English) translation. Third, a 
commonly-used sentence in English (or French) in which 
the word you've just learnt has been included, and, finally, 
a translation of the sentence. You have to provide parts 
two and four. 

Rather like a bi-lingual dictionary, the program can be 
used in two ways. You can instruct it to lead you in either 
English or French (or German, Spanish or Italian for that 
matter). Selecting the former option means that the 
program will place the English words and phrases on your 
screen so that you translate them into French. As well as 
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providing the most testing way of doing things for English 
speakers this dual lead facility makes the programs an 
equally attractive proposition for the continental user. 

Freedom of speech 

Before you begin translating, the program will ask you a 
number of questions, the first being the one we've just 
mentioned: English to French or French to English? Then you 
will be politely asked, whether you want to work your way 
through the file from the beginning or from some point (which 
you determine by typing in the entry number) in the middle. 

You may have made a start on the same file numerous 
times in the past, but never got beyond a certain point - 
maybe through lack of time. Rather than starting from square 
one all over again, you can choose to begin working from, 
say. entry 1 5. The word that is introduced in that entry will be 
displayed on the screen. At this point, you can either confirm 
your starting point or key in another entry number. 

Translating the sentence that accompanies the word 
being introduced is not mandatory, but it's probably going to 
be in your best interests to give it a bash. These sentences 
will provide you with the practice you're undoubtedly going to 
need in using the word you've just learnt in an intelligent - 
and often quite specific - context. 

They will also supply you with the opportunity of using 
other words in the category and perfecting various 
grammatical constructions. Learning how to syntactically 
construct a question in a foreign language, for example, is 
one of the most valuable lessons you can learn and one that 
Apex are obviously well aware of. 

The program will then ask you if you want it to repeat 
those entries that you translate incorrectly as a sort of 
revision exercise. This ensures that you don't leave a file until 
you translate all the entries correctly. 

Time after time 

You can choose at what point you want these revision entries 
to reappear. You can tackle them as you go along, for 
example, or wait untii you get to the end of the file. Again, the 
last option will probably prove the most effective in the long 
run simply because it will stretch you more. Either way. you 
decide how many wrong answers you are going to allow 
yourself before the program repeats the problematic entry. 

The program's default setting will allow you up to five 
incorrect answers before the question is repeated, although, 
depending on how hard you want to be with yourself, you can 
alter this number to anything between two and nine. 

The entries that are proving difficult for you will continue 
to be repeated in sequence until you translate one of the 
words correctly. If you are revising as you work your way 
through, new words will be introduced until you get one 
wrong again. This entry will then join the pool (hopefully, not 
too big) of those words that you have yet to answer properly. 

Each word in the chosen file appears at the top of the 
screen and you are prompted to provide its translation. When 
you're happy with what you've typed in, press the [RETURN] 
key. If your answer is the right one, the program will, at this 
point, move onto the example sentence. If it's wrong, you will 
see an on-screen prompt consisting of the first letter of the 
correct translation and a line which indicates roughly the 
length of the word to be typed in. 

Once you've keyed in your new answer and pressed 
[RETURN] for the second time, one of two things will happen. 
Either the program will replace your second wrong attempt 
with the correct answer, or the program will move on to 
display an example sentence which contains the word that 
you have just translated. You then try again. 

The pedants revolt 

It's usually at this point in the procedings that some of the 
program's less attractive features begin to rear their ugly 
heads. For example, it isn't very long before you find that it is 
impossible to type in an entire translation of the sentence in 
one go - because the program monitors each word as you 



finish typing it in. This means as soon as you have keyed in a 
word you must, as usual, hit the space bar to move along. 

Just about now. the program will invariably inform you that 
the word you have just typed in is wrong and will send you 
back to the beginning, supplying you with its first letter and 
the line to give a rough indication of its length. If your second 
attempt is also wrong, the correct word will appear when you 
press the space bar. You must go from word to word like this 
until you have typed an exact translation of the sentence. 

There is always more than one way of translating a 
sentence, no matter how basic it is. But because of the limited 
memory of the PCW. the program will only ever accept one 
answer. If you enter "Have you got ... ?" instead of "Do you 
have ... ?".the program will judge your entire entry incorrect. 
Knowing that it is the computer that is wrong is small 
consolation and it can become very tedious and frustrating . 

Sometimes the user is asked to translate sentences that 
are quite long; invariably when this happens, some extremely 
shoddy wrapping can be seen on the screen. Sentences that 
wrap mid-word without any evidence of hyphens are not ideal 
in a language- learning package that is supposedly the very 
model of linguistic precision. Besides which it does rather 
spoil the presentation of a package that- in most other 
respects - has a polished and professional feel. ■ 



The right accent 

Once you've loaded SETKEYS 
with (tie program disc (as per 
the instructions in the manual) 
you will be able to reproduce - 
easily - any of the accents 
required by the lour languages. 
In Business French, for 
example, simply press [ALT] 
and [E] together to get ihe 
letter e with a grave on n. 



Not for beginners 

The subject matter covered by these language- learning packages is wide-ranging and practical. It must be 
stressed, however, that a complete beginner will get very little out of them since translation exercises are all 
lhal Ihe programs offer. 

Ideally, the successful user of Business French. German, Italian or Spanish will already be acquainted 
with much of the vocabulary that the files contain, They may already have heard them in use; what these 
packages will do is help them transfer the words, logelher with their translations, from Ihe passive memory i in 
which the user merely recognises the word if it is heard or seen again) into active and accurate recall (so that 
they can be remembered, located and, what's more, used in the appropriate context). 

The more inexperienced conversationalists could have benefited from a cassette to be used in conjuction 
with the software. Mot only would this have provided a vital aid to pronunciation and inlonalion. it would also 
have enabled a more portable language-learning system. 

Indeed, Apex obviously spotted this chink in iheir armour when they designed and wrole Iheir language- 
learning programs; eagle-eyed perusals of Ihe manuals reveal on page 3 'A cassette is also available with 
Ihis package.' When we eagerly asked Apex to supply us wilh one. Vincent Besborough revealed that the 
cassettes had been put on the company's back-burner for a white. 

Don't bank on these packages transforming you overnight into a mulfi-tatented interpreter of positively 
United Nations status. It just won't happen. What they will allow you to do is add to. consolidate and place in 
some sort of context the vocabulary and phrasing that you have picked up. 

D1Y dictionary 

A major bonus as far as these business language-learning packages are concerned is Ihe ease with which 
you can create and amend your own files. This is a facility which would come in particularly handy if you 
wanted lo store a category of words and phrases which you woukl use regularly in a specialised context. 

Again, this create your own" facility couldn't be easier lo use; having followed the on-screen prompts. 
you will be requested to key in the individual entries, supplying first ihe English word, then underneath its 
appropriate Iranslalion. As with the supplied categories, you can also pul together your own example 
sentences since both English and French/German/Italian/Spanish entries can contain a maximum of one 
hundred characters. 

Any vocabulary groups that you create yourself can be amended in three different ways: existing entries 
can be edited, new entries can be inserted and old entries can be deleted. All you have to do is follow the 
simple, step-by-step insfructtons that appear on the screen In fact it's probably lair to say that al no stage 
should you have lo consult the manuals in order lo operate these packages: all the key presses thai you will 
ever need to know about at a given stage are already displayed on the screen, 

The overall presentation of the packages is very classy indeed. Glossy, typo-free manuals and 
professionally-packaged discs provide a glowing example that many other software houses could do worse 
than to try and follow, 



BUSINESS LANGUAGE PROGRAMS 



PLUSES 

*. Fun and easy to use 
, Only useful for the ex-beginner 



MINUSES 

~" Programs need cassettes to be really g ood 

. ' Somesloppyscreendisplays 



USEFULNESS 
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LOCOSCRIPT 



STOCK EXCHANGE 

Your current LocoScript layout may be a thing of beauty and a joy for ever. 
On the other hand, Sharon Bradley shows you how to edit it the easy way 



I ) Press |fS] then choose 
New layout lo gel into 
LocoScript Z$ Layout Editor. 
Once you've designed your 
new layout, pull down the 
[f7] Name menu and type in 
an appropriate label for It - 
in litis case. Tablet 



2) The [15] Slock Layout 
menu on display. Place the 
cursor at the appropriate 
point in ihe document and 
lake your pick. 



3| The document reflowed 
wflh its imported' Intro 
layout al the top. Don't 
forget to return to the 
original Main layout 
afterwards. 



4) Displaying the diHerent 
layouts in one document. 
Open the [18] Options 
menu and choose Rulers; 
a Ruler line above each 
paragraph whore there 
has been a change of 
layout will show you 
everything you need lo 
know: labs, margins, 
Ihe tot! 



LocoScript 2 
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Consistently pulling off stunning ways of organising the 
information on your LocoScript pages is all very well. 
But just how flexible are the respective Layout editors of 
LocoScript 1 and 2? It would be unreasonable to 
suppose that you are always going to be happy with the way 
you've arranged your margins, tabs and tables in your 
document the first time round; after all. they're potentially tricky 
parameters to set at the best of times and it's important that the 
program you use to produce them is flexible, fast and friendly. 

LocoScript 2: Naming the layout 

If you are using several different layouts in the course of one 
document, sometimes it can be helpful to name them. Not 
surprisingly, it is going to be in your best interests to choose a 
name that will remind you in the future of the particular task 
that they are performing. Once inside LocoScript 2 : s Layout 
Editor ([f2], then New layout), design your layout as normal. 
Before pressing [EXIT] which you would do to leave the Editor, 
pull down the [f7) Name menu. 

Let's assume that you have just 'fixed' the series of tabs 
required to construct a tabie. It might seem appropriate to call it 
Table 1 - which you type in just as if it was a filename. The 
difference is that you can use upper and lower case 
characters, spaces, hyphens, Greek letters and some 
accented characters. Press [EXIT] then [ENTER] to return 
to the document. 

Same again 

As with LocoScript 1 , you can use a certain layout more 
than once in the same document, LocoScript 2. however, 
offers a slightly more sophisticated way of doing this than 
scrolling through the document in search of the correct Layout 
number to enter. 

As we've pointed out earlier on in our LocoScript series, all 
the information about a certain layout is held in its distinctive 
LayouT code. To use that layout somewhere else, make a 
copy of the code, store it as a LocoScript block and paste it 
back into the document at the appropriate point. 

To copy, place the cursor in the space before the opening 
bracket of the code and press [COPY]. Then move the cursor 
to the space following the closing bracket of the same code, 
pressing [COPY] again. The program will then prompt you for 
the number of the Block in which the layout will be stored; start 
with if it's available. Then scroll your way to the point in the 
document from which you want the layout to take effect and 
press [PASTE], Again, you will be prompted for the Block 
number, so enter 0. The code - complete with all its effects - 
will be successfully transferred. 

Calling on the reserves 

Meanwhile, editing a layout couldn't be easier in LocoScript 2. 
Simply open the document in question, press [f2] to open the 
Layout menu and select - you've guessed it - Change layout. 
The program will take you straight into the Layout editor again. 
All you have to do is work your way along the ruler line, 
clearing and/or refixing new margins and tabs with the help of 
the appropriate menus: [f 1 ] for Margins and [f3] for Tabs. If the 
positioning or type of one of the tabs in a table, say, isn't quite 
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right, just Clear it and start again. It's as simple as that. 

If you've got a particularly long and involved document on 
your hands, it's likely that you're going to want to use a series 
of different layouts in the course of putting it together. We've 
already looked at one way of reintroducing an old layout at a 
later stage in the same document; but it's not ideal if you have 
to do it more than a couple of times. There is. however, a 
quicker way. 

Made to measure layouts 

LocoScript 2 provides you with a set of layouts which you can 
then go on to use as patterns or templates (or new ones. To 
call these layouts ready-prepared would be misleading. You 
have to do all the initial hard work yourself, that is, setting them 
up through Document setup and giving them a name. They're 
likely to be the layouts that you use the most often, however, 
so it's well worth it We'll be looking at the setting up of these 
layouts next month; for the time being we're concentrating on 
why you need them and how to use them. 

Each stock layout - and there are ten of them available per 
document - can define two rulerline positions tor left and right 
margins, a character size, line spacing, as many tab positions 
as you want - and so on. Stock Layout 0, though, is always 
used to define a document's headers and footers, while Stock 
Layout 1 is called up automatically at the start of a document. 

Stock response 

Let's see them in action. Open your document and make sure 
you leave the cursor at the point in the document from which 
you want the imported' layout to begin. Let's assume that 
we've set up a layout (called Intro in the Stock Layout menu) 
which we want to use at the start of our document. Take the 
cursor right to the top of the text. Press [f2] to bring the Layout 
Editor onto the screen, then choose New layout. To access 
your ready-made layouts, open the [f5J Stock menu. The 
program will then list them for you. 

All you have to do is select the appropriate layout (in this 
case Intro. If you've remembered the advice we gave out 
earlier on, you will have called it something logical) and press 
[ENTER]. [EXIT] will return you to the document. You will have 
noticed that a LayouT code has been inserted in the document 
where you left the cursor. Hit the [DOC PAGE] key to see the 
new layout take effect. 

Don't forget to instruct the program to return to Stock 
Layout 1 ; Main when the introduction is finished. 

LocoScript 1 : Ringing the changes 

Alas. LocoScript 1 's Layout facilities are nowhere near as 
sophisticated or as versatile as those of its successor. As we 
saw last month, using the same layout in the course of one 
document is easy; what you have to bear in mind, however, is 
that editing a layout will affect any text in your document which 
uses this layout. It's a facility which should be used with care. 

To make any changes to a particular layout, open the 
document in question under [E]dit mode and press [f2] to open 
the program's Layout Editor. The resulting menu offers you two 
choices: you can either insert a new layout (Insert layout) or 
change the existing one (Edit layout). 

In our case, we want to make a tew changes to the 
document's LayouT2. For this reason, enter the figure 2 at the 
Layout ?? prompt at the bottom of the menu. You will be 
presented with the. by now, familiar Layout screen. 

Note, however, that this menu won't allow you to alter the 
Base Layout. If you want to make any changes to this 
(LocoScript 1 's default document layout) it will involve editing 
the document's File Header. This can be considered as the 
rough equivalent of LocoScript 2's Document setup. 
Therefore, if your current layout happens also to be the Base 
Layout, the Layout menu will not give you the option of editing 
the current layout (see the second screenshot on the right). 



But as with everything else, there are ways and means. 
So why would you want to bother altering LocoScript 1*8 
Base Layout anyway? 

DIY templates 

LocoScript documents are grouped together on the basis of 
their similar layouts. The master document for each group is 
the Template. STD, the file which contains the Base Layout. 
When you create a new document in a particular group, you 
are working on a copy of this template, and editing a template 
amounts to altering the Base Layout. How is it done? 

Simple. Open the document in question under [E]dit 
mode. Open the [f7] Modes menu and select Edit header. 
Press [t7] again, this time to access the Options menu and 
finally press [ft ] for the Layout menu. You will see the 
LocoScript 1 Layout screen, which can be used as normal. 
The difference is the information line at the top of the screen 
indicating that you are, in fact, editing the Base Layout. ■ 



LocoScript 1 
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1 ) Editing the most 
recant layout wilh 
LocoScript 1 [E]drt me 
document and press 
[f2]. Select the second 
option, Edit layout. 



2] Just lo prove that 
Loco 5cnp! s template 
Base Layout can't be 
altered Irom B» [12] 
menu. Notice the lack ot 
the Edit current layout 
option on this menu. 



3) You have to alter 
LocoScript's File header to 
change !he Base layout. 
[E]d nthe document Open 
(he |f7] Modes menu and 
select Ed II header Press 
[FT) again, this time to 
access the Options menu 
and finally press [M] lor the 
Layout menu 



4) The Layout screen from 
which you altar the Base 
layout. Use it in exactly the 
same way as you would the 

ordinary Layout Editor. 



FD7 PCW External 

5.25" Drive 

Introductory Offer 

£139.00 




CORPORATE 



ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
ARE DELIVERED 
CARRIAGE FREE 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
FREE DELIVERY (UK MAINLAND) • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 




PCW ADD-ONS 

F04 1Mb Drive 

(Second Disk Drive for Ihe 8256/9S12) 

Amstrod RS232 Centronics Interface 

PCW 8256/8512 Memory Upgrade 



BSC PCW Printer/Power Extension 8256/8512 . 
9512 Printer Extension 



.£115.00 

_ £45.00 
_£P.0.A. 

_£11.00 
£9.00 



1' DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANED 

Arouslic hood and stand 



[75.00 



DISKS 

Why take chonces with inferior disks, bay the best for your 
PCW, use Am so f I CF-2 disks. Fully Guaranteed. 
Quantity Cast per box of 10 

10 £21.50 20 £21.00 

30 £20.50 40 £20.00 




DISK STORAGE BOXES 



AMSlOUewh) 
AMS10L(x2)_ 
AMSlQL(x3]_ 
AMS 30L (each) 




£440.00 
£550.00 
£930.00 

£150.00 
£189.00 
£189.00 
£289.00 

£385.00 
1299.00 
£365.00 
£220.00 
£265.00 
£320.00 
£420.00 



XB24 15 132 Col 



£535,00 



DAISY WHEEL PRINTERS 



DMP4000 136 Cal 
LQ3500 8OCol_ 
LQ50DDI136Col 



JUKI 6300 
JUKI 6500 



PANASONIC 



KX-P1 18080 Col_ 
KX-P1124 90Col_ 
KX-P1540136Col 
KXP10»180Col_ 
KXP1592136Col_ 
O-P 1595 136 Col 



£445.00 
_ £699.00 

£145.00 
£245.00 
£440.00 

£139.00 
£275.00 
£375.00 



NEC 



P2200 80 Col 

P6t80Col_ 
P7+132Col 



AMSTRAO 



£420.00 OMP3250 80 Col 



£129.00 



_£5.S0 
£10.00 

£13.00 
£9.50 



£195.00 

£209.00 

_ £295.00 

.£265.00 

.£429.00 

£545.00 




PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



PRINTER PAPER 

80 Column listing paper per box 

1 Fx9.5" 1 Part Plain 60gsm 2,000 

1 1\9.5" 1 Pari Plain 80gsm 2,000 

\\*aj 2 Pari NCR 1,000 

A4 1 Port Plain 70gsm 2,000 

A4 1 Pari Plain 90gsm 1,500 



132 Column listing paper per box 

irxl4.5"lPortPtoin60gsm2,000 

1 1 n xl4.5 n ! Pari M/Rule 60gsm 2,000 . 



£13.50 
£19.00 
£21.50 

_ £19.00 
.£18.50 

_£17.00 
£17.50 



N EWASF95 12 SHEET FEEDER 
At last a quality sheet feeder for the Amstrod 951 2. A valuable 
additon to your 9512 printer, Includes modified software. 
RSC SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE £69.00 

MARGIN MAKER 

A single sheel guide for lire PCW 8256 & 851 2 £9.1 

951 2 SINGLE SHEET GUIDE 
RSC SPECIAL PRICE £14.95 



PCW RIBBONS (Min order 2's) 



QI2 


PCW 951 2 RIBBONS 
Multistrike 


£3.35 each 


015 




£3.1 5 eoth 


QT 10 (or more) 




£3,00 earh 


QT2 


Fabric 


£2.25 each 


QTS 




£2.00 each 


OT 10 (or more) 




£1.75 each 



AMSTRAD PCW PRINTER MAINTENANCE KIT 
Far 8256/8512, removes dirt and ink deposits to maintain 
maximum print quantity. RSC PRICE £1 4.00 



QT2 

QTS 

QT 1 (or more) _^_ 

PCW Multistrike Ribbons 

PCW Colour Ribbons I Blue/Brown/Red/Green) 
Ribbons available for most other printers 



£4.00 riicIi 
_ £3.50 eoth 
.£3.00 each 
.£5.00 eocb 

£5 00 each 



For Doisywbeel Printers Only 

9512 Colour Ribbons Blue/Srom/Red/Green £5.00 eoth 

PCW DA1SYWHEELS 
Courier 10 Script 120 rolor 10 Recto 10 Thesis PS Prestige Elite 
12 Letter Gothic, 10/12, Prestige, Pica, Mini, Gothic, 

all at £5.25 each 

Some available in F™di & German at £9.50 each 



Telephone: (0923) 243301 




NEW PSION ORGANISERS 

• Bigger screen-80 chorocters x 4 Sines • World Times 

• Week et a view calender * International Dialling Codes 

Psion LI 64K ROM, 32K RAM £1 25,00 

Psion LZ64 64KROM, 64KRAM , _£155O0 

32K Data Pack £29.00 

64K Data Pack 

1 2BK Data Pack 

32K RAM Pock 

Comms Link 



ATARI PORTFOLIO 

The smallest, lightest, cheapest MS-DOS portable in the world. 
RSC UNBEATABLE OFFER £199.00 



ATARI PORTFOLIO ADD-ONS 



Qrgoniser/Dev 

Portfolio 

Travel Pack 

Formotter 

Finance Pack 

Spellchecker 



£49.00 
[80.00 
£40.00 
£49.50 
£42.00 
£42.00 
£32.00 
£39.00 
£24.00 
£24.00 



Serial Interface 

Parol lei Interface 

Memory Expansion to 640K . 
32/64/128 RAM cards _ 



_[50.00 
_ [34.00 

£150.00 



_£42.00/[75.00/[1 10.00 




^ L" 




GENERAL ACCESSORIES 



RSC E21 A KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAW 
The RSC E21 A keyboard storage draw features a sturdy steel & 
plastic construction. A PC keyboard locates in the Irny which con 
lie safely tucked out of sight when not in use. Saves space Qn 
your desktop & provides protection from dust S dirl. CPU & 
monitor slack on lop. 
RSC PRICE £27.00 



Sage Chit Choi with Lionel Modem 


£205.00 


Easv Lnbeller 




£21.00 


Rotate 




£16.00 


AMX Moose & Desktop Utilities 


£47.00 


Sage Accounts 


ACCOUNTS 


£56.00 


Sage Accountant Plus 




£88.00 


Sage Invoiciog 




[40,00 


Sage Payroll 




[40.00 


Stocxmnrket 




£25.00 


Moaey Manager 




£24.00 


Sage Retrieve 


DATABASES 


£40.00 


Master File B000 




£28.00 


Dbasell 




[42.00 


Locafile 




[25.00 






FACSIMILE 



WORDPROCESSING 



Prolex 

Locoscript2 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 1 

Lotospell 2 

Locomail 1 & 2 

Locofonl 1 

Locofont 2 

New-Word II 



_ [33,00 
_ [20.00 
.[27.00 
_ [16.00 

£25.00 
"£16.00 
_ £12.00 

£42.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc 2 

Cracker II (Turbo) RSC Special Price. 



[35.00 

£35.00 



MEWAmsliad FX9600T Fax _ 

NEW Brother Fox-ISO 

NEW Dictation Faxlink 



£535.00 
E499.00 

£73.00 




GAMES 


RSC TOP 15 GAMES 
Scrabble Deluxe 


£12.00 


Tomahawk 




£13.00 


Time and Magic 




£10.00 


Cyrus II Chess 




£12,00 


Classic Gomes 4 




£12,00 


Brian dough's Football 




[10,00 


Trivial Pursuit 




£12.00 


Slorqiider 




£17.00 


PCW Challenge 




£10.00 


Jinxter 




£17.00 


Steve Dovis Snooker 




£12.00 


Paws 




£18.00 


Clock Chess 




£14,00 


Colossus 4 Chess 




£12.00 


The Pawn 




£17.00 



4-WAY MAINS MU1TI SOCKET 

4 Way mains distribution socket. With built-in arrester to give 

full protection from moins borne spikes and surges £1 5.00 

Spike protecled plug £9.50 



RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford WD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 
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SCREEN SECRETS 



The third and final part of the series on the anatomy of 
the PCW, You'll find there's very little blood however, 
so non-programmers, before you sigh and move on, 
bear with us. We take things quite steadily. So if 
hexadecimal makes you dizzy, just ignore it and the listings 
too. Programmers, on the other hand, will find valuable 
information here. 

This article deals with the task of drawing graphics on 
the screen. By this we mean displaying things other than 
text - text is easy because the operating system already 
has plenty of routines to deal with it. There is a thing called 
GSX which provides routines for graphics; however, it has 
been described as cumbersome and slow (issue 38. page 
69, last column). But if you follow the instructions you will 



JH HlfiPv. 



Addresses 



CM9-FFFF 



SMI-Em 



MM-3FFF 



SCREEH ENMNKENj 



Ports 

Chi? 82n i i^rn 

Fl 




These are the screen 
chips, the address 
ranges they should 
lornally occupy and 
the ports to use to 
switch then in 




senile* 

01109114 

000*911* 
0*0*110* 
0**1100* 
000**00* 
0**11009 
0***000* 



STORING CHARACTER SHAPES 
The character is first repre- 
sented on the grid, then each 
square is translated into a digit 
- light sguares becone ones and 
dark squares hecone zeros. The 
resulting binary nunbers require 
8 bytes of storage 



Top: This indicates which address positions chips should be switched into 
and which output ports are used. Above: how the shape of a character is stored. 



scrcopy: 

;HL— >souree. DE— >desti nation 
;BC=no. of bytes to move 


findehar: 

:A= character number, DE— >buffer 


Dl ;Do not disturb 


MOV L.A ;A= ASCII value: move it... 


MVI A,82H ;Higher screen chip 


MVI H,00 ;to HL. 


OUT 0F2H ;in range 80O0H..BFFFH 
MVI A, 81 H ;Lower screen chip 
OUT 0F1 H ;in range 4000H..7FFFH 


DAD H ;times 2 
DAD H limes 4 


CALL copy 


DAD H :times 8 


MVI A.86H ;Restore TPA chips 


LX1 B.0B800H :Start of character set 


OUT0F2H 


DADB:Additon. 


DCR A 
OUT0F1H 

El 


LXI B.00O8H :8 bytes of data to move 
CALL scrcopy ;Get it. 


RET 


RET 



T 



be able to achieve slick, professional graphics effects, quickly 
and efficiently. 

Chips with everything 

Direct communication with the PCW screen requires access to 
the screen environment which is housed in part of chip 81 H 
and all of chip 82H (diagram one). 

Assembly listing scrcopy [below left) will access the 
screen environment and copy a block of data. This may be 
used to move data within the screen environment, or to transfer 
data between the TPA area and the screen environment. 

When your program accesses the screen environment, 
the two middle-range chips are switched out of action, so you 
must ensure that you don't need any of the code or data which 
they contain while the screen environment is in place. 
Everything you need must be located in address range OOOOH- 
3FFFH. This is easy since programs are usually loaded at 
address 10OH, so you just need to ensure that the routine is 
near the start of the program. 

Remember that interrupts are disabled at the start of 
scrcopy. Normally the PCW has several housekeeping jobs to 
do while your program is running, so it interrupts at intervals to 
do them; for example, it scans the keyboard 50 times each 
second. At the end of each interrupt the PCW restores the 
normal TPA chips, which could be disastrous while a screen 
routine is running. To prevent this, the instruction Dl disables 
interrupts until the instruction El enables them again. 

Character study 

The first department in the screen environment is the character 
set data at addresses 0B800H-0BFFFH: here the shapes of the 
letters are stored in ASCII order (diagram two). 

It is first represented on a grid with eight rows/columns. 
Then each square is translated into a digit - light squares 
become 1 's and dark squares O's - we now have a list of eight 
binary numbers. Since each number can be stored 
conveniently in one byte, just eight bytes are required for each 
character. (The first in each group represents the top row of 
the grid.} 

Assembly listing findehar (left) shows how to locate and 
copy the graphics data for any character. 

Dot games 

The next department in the screen environment is the screen 
memory itself, which is located between the addresses 5930H 
and 0B7FFH. Before describing the layout and use of this area, 
let's consider the physical screen on your PCW, the cathode 
ray tube (CRT). 

When you first switch on the PCW, the whole screen lights 
up momentarily and then a dark border forms around its edge. 
The light area is the portion of the screen which may be used 
for display. It consists of (wait for it) 1 84,320 tiny dots arranged 
in a grid, 256 dots by 720. The dots are called pixels and are 
very close together; in fact, it is only possible to see the 
horizontal gaps between them (diagram three). 

The inside of the screen is coated with a luminescent 
substance. It glows brightly when hit by the beam emitted from 
the back of the tube. The image you see is made up of those 
pixels which are currently glowing. 

The whole screen is drawn by directing the beam at all of 
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the pixels in turn, switching it on only for the bright pixels. The 
beam travels along each of the 256 rows from left to right and 
this happens hundreds of times a second, quite 
independently of the CPU. There is a special circuit which 
causes the beam to sweep and controls whether it is on or off 
at each pixel position - we'll call this the CRT circuit. The 
luminescence does not last long: thafs why the screen is 
constantly re-drawn, and for this purpose the screen image is 
stored in memory. 

Address the issue 

Computer memory consists of a vast number of tiny circuits, 
each able to store a or a 1 . i.e. a binary digit, or 'Bit'; the 
screen memory is no exception. For the screen store, the 
PCW uses bit mapping, which means that each bit (1 or 0) 
represents one pixel (bright or dark). 

Memory bits are arranged in groups of eight (eight bits 
make a byte), so one memory address contains the 
information for not one. but eight pixels. Consequently, the 
screen is divided into groups of eight pixels and stored, one 
group per byte. 

This arrangement may seem a little obtuse, but it has an 
advantage for text display: the pixel information for one 
character is stored in consecutive addresses. Look at 
diagram four and you'll see that the addresses in each bold 
box are consecutive, which makes it easy to put one 
character in each box. This is helpful since characters 
normally appear in regimented rows and columns anyway. 

An important fact to note is that the bit map for a whole 
pixel row is not a consecutive list of bytes: each byte is eight 
bytes away from its neighbour. This must be remembered 
when finding the bit for a particular pixel. 

Watch this space 

Let's go back to the CRT circuit, and imagine that the beam 
is aimed at the extreme left edge of the screen. First, the 
circuit needs to find the bit map for the current row. At 
address 0B600H in the screen environment is a kind of 
notice board which holds a list of 256 addresses, each of 
which points to the bit map for one pixel row, starting with 
the top row. 

So, how would you go about setting (i.e. lighting up) the 
7th pixel in the 3rd row? Well, we need the bit map for that 
row first. Each entry in the notice board takes two bytes, so 
the 3rd entry is at 0B606H. Let's imagine that the entry is 



This is hou the 
screen would look 
if Magnified, The 

individual pixels 
It cone discernible, 

and you can see 
hou the individual 

characters are 
Hade tip. 

Note that each 
character position 

Measures 8 hy 8 
pixels, Therefore, 

a character rou 

consists of i pixel 

rows. 

The hottoN pixel 
rou is used for 
underlining and for 
the descending 
parts of letters 
like p, <t, y etc, 



Pixels are very densely grouped. In order to demonstrate ihis a portion 
of the screen has been shown in progressively grealer magnification 




5334 






5344 


5948 








SKI 


SS39 


SMI 


5349 


5332 


SSM 


5942 


534) 


5333 
S334 
5335 
5336 


5S3B 


5343 
5344 
DC 
SS4G 


5341 
534C 
534B 
5341 

S94F 




533C 




S93B 
S93E 






5337 


E93F 


5947 




text row 




UiMIMJ 


pixel rows 


_ 



5930H. The 7th pixel is 
in the first group of 
eight, so the bit we 
need is at that address, 
5930H. 

First, read the byte. 
For the sake of 
argument let us 
suppose its value is 
OOOOOOOOB (binary). 
We have to change the 
7th zero to a one. 
0000001 OB. Then we 
put the revised value 
back into address 
5930H - and the 
screen will change 
accordingly. 

What about setting 
the 10th pixel in the 
same row? This time it 
is the second group of 
eight, so the address 
will be 5938H (check 
diagram four). 

The routine setpix 
illustrates how to read 
(and decode) a notice board entry and set any pixel. 

Using this method it is possible to draw tines, boxes, 
circles, in fact a whole range of shapes directly on to the 
screen - although setting one pixel at a time can be a 
laborious process! 



Icon, if you can 

An icon is a static symbol displayed on the screen, and is a 
useful, visual means of identifying a particular file. It's 
also quite easy to produce. Here are two methods. 

If the icon you want is not going to be very large, 
you can redefine the shape of some little used 
characters in the PCW set (you can find plenty of 
these on the keyboard with [ALT] and [EXTRA]) 
before placing them on the screen in the desired 
position using screen codes. 

If you want an icon that is large, or you don't like 
that method, then try this. Divide your shape up into 
blocks of eight by eight pixels (like 
a character grid). The number of 
blocks you end up with will give 
you the number of character 
positions which the icon will 
eventually occupy. 

Then choose which character 
positions on the screen you want 
to use, and one by one find the 
corresponding bit maps. Then it's 
simply a matter of placing each 
block on the screen according. 
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This represents the first four character positions in 
a text row on the screen. Each character position 
is larked in bold, and possible addresses are gioen 
at which the character data night he stored, eight 
bytes for each character, Each byte is aade up of S 
bits, and these 8 bits represent tk bright/dark 
state of the 8 pixels in the pixel rou of the 
character. 




setpix: 

DE=x co-ordinate, HL=y co-ordinate 



A represenlation of the first four character positions in a lexl row. 
The memory Oils are arranged in groups ol eighl lo make up a byte. 



Look before you bleep 

From time to time the addresses 
on the notice board change, so you 
should read the notice board each 
time you access the screen 
memory. The bit maps, however, are 
always in the range 5930H to 0B5FFH 
(unless you change them yourself, which is 
rather a tricky business). To save the whole 
screen, you need to save only from 5930H 
(the start of the bit address on the maps) to 
0B7FFH (the last notice board.) ■ 



PUSH D :Stack x co-ordinate. 

CALL pixbyte find 8 slack address 

PUSH H :of screen memory byte. 

LXI D.pixbuff destination 

LXI B.0001H :Copy jusl one byte. 

CALL scrcopy 

POP D :Address ol screen byte 

POP H:X co-ordinate 

MOV A,L;Find which bit in tfie 

AM 07H ;byte must be set 

MOV B,A :B=no. ol shifts reqired 

MVIA.80H Assume left hand bit, 

CNZ rotate Shift it if not. 

LXI H.pixbulf :Point to the byte copy. 

ORAM;0Rtosetttiebit 

MOV M.A :Store result in pixbuff 

LXI B.00O1H;Get ready to... 

CALL scrcopy ;move 1 byte 

RET 
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GAMES 



The PCW, like the majority of its owners, is a hard- 
working creation. For most of its life, it processes 
words, builds spreadsheets, bases data and 
programs in nearly any language you could name. But 
there comes a time when the fun is mightier than the 
word. Unhappily, many games have been dropped by 
the software houses due to lack of demand. Even so, 
we will be looking at these golden-oldies which might 
still be available second hand. First off though, Tim 
Smith presents the PCW-player's current Top Ten. 



a FISH ! 
Beyond any shadow of doubt, the most popular and 
widely available type of game for the PCW is the 
interactive adventure', an electronic role-playing-game. 

Probably (this means 'in the opinion of the reviewer') the 
best of the lot is Fish! from Rainbird. Purely on weird-stakes, 
Fish! has to rate as the most entertaining, mind-bending and 
generally enjoyable of the crop. Get it while you can. 




HjHi CLOCK CHESS '89 

— | Second slot in this highly personal run-down goes to 
Hn^^J one of the many excellent chess programs available. 
Clock Chess 89 from CP Software offers such ego-boosting (or 
busting) options as Kreigspiel — a blindfold game. Excellent 
tactical play for all the budding Kasparovs and Capas out there. 




^ ACADEMY - TAU CETI II (sooosoniy) 

J A close run thing 
*-i^^J here between 
the two Tau Cetis. But 
Academy, the second in 
the series wins it by a pair 
of green, goggle-eyed 
heads. Intelligent action 
games are few and far 
between and until 
someone decides to 
produce a PCW version of 
the all-time classic Elite, 
Tau Ceti II (Academy) will 
rule the roost. 





WORLD OF SOCCER 

The 8000 Plus office is surrounded by our sister 
magazines two of whom deal with cutting-edge games 
machines, so the choice for number 4 caused some mirth, owing 

to the lack of speed. 
World of Soccer has 
given this Reviews 
Editor many a late night. 
You choose teams, 
assess form, and play 
the matches. Although 
the play is slow, the 
addictivness makes up 
for it. For true football 
fans the world over 
(even Aston Villa). 




~C~] { KNIGHTORCI 

^ Knightorc sees 
'-■■■■J /ou as a small, 
smelly. Monday- 
morning-feeling Ore 
called Grindleguts. If 
you're the kind of person 
who found Ratso ("Don't 
call me Ratso") from 
Midnight Cowboy an 
amiable, fun-loving soul, 
then you will just love 
Grindleguts. Knightorc's 
three adventures in one 
package see you gaining 
allies and beating people 
up — or rather getting beaten up — loads of spells and puzzles. 
It's grainy, nasty and generally compulsive. 




a TOMAHAWK 
"We're the the first of the ninth son. Air Cav', air 
mobile!", so said Colonel Kilgore. The arguments 
about military simulations cause a great many hackles to rise - 
are they bloodthirsty or pure fantasy? Well with Tomahawk, which 
to the best of my 
knowledge is still 
available, you 
have to learn how 
to fly the 
helicopter before 
blasting things 
with it. Quite 
excellent and 
more mind- 
bending than 
some adventures. 
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I m 1 1 TETRIS (8000s Only) 

/ Tetris had to get in here somewhere. The game which 
'-™^J> amazed reviewers and players on nearly every computer 
in existence. You 
have to drop blocks 
of different shapes 
(hands up those who 
like the T-shapes?) 
in order to build a 
wall. It beeps 
irritatingly but you'll 
be too engrossed to 
notice. Sounds 
simple? So did 
economics to Nigel 
Lawson and look 
how wrong he was. 





9MINDFIGHTER 
Playing Mindfighter 

' is roughly equivalent 

to listening to hours of Leonard 
Cohen. Joy Division, Thelonius 
Monk or Mahler (all tastes 
catered for here) - at first it 
seems plain morose, 
depressing and gloomy for the 
sake of gloom but it soon 
grabs your intellect. Set in 
post-nuclear (we assume) 
holocaust Southampton 
(Sav'm'pton) there's a free 
novel but no laughs here. 
Even so you'll find yourself 
playing it endlessly. 



q i,i SCAPEGHOST 

O \i Scapeghost is yet 
another interactive 
adventure for the PCW, and 
a good one. Where 
Knightorc shows how to be 
gross, vile and a laugh. 
Scapeghost shows how to 
deal with being dead. You 
are a detective called Alan 
Chance (as in a ghost of 
a ...). Or to be more 
accurate you were once, and 
now you have the chance to 
prove yourself innocent of a frame-up. You make some friends, 
meet some fiends and with tusk, skill and sound judgement, you win 
the day. Very slick and funny, and with plenty of atmosphere. 



|7j] YES CHANCELLOR! 

X U Now this might come as a surprise to 

' but Yes Chancellor! 

from Topologika rates. An 
intensely frustrating game 
where you must try to keep 
inflation down, the votes up, 
the Unions happy and most of 
all you must keep your job. 
Written in BASIC — the game 
gives an enormous sense of 
achievement and fun. 
Brian Kerslake of Topologika 
has brought many excellent 
games to the PCW — check 
out Avon as well. 




These we have loved 



Ah, those were the days. Computerland is fast and loose with software companies waxing and waning, 
games coming and going and programmers exploding in the corner when someone speaks English to them. 
Here are just four of the best older games ... many are still available secondhand or sometimes via mail order. 



Batman (sooosonty) 

Before the hoo-ha and film-hype there was a 
cartoon called Batman. From this came the 
quite superb game of the same name by Ocean 
software. Unhappily Ocean tell us that they 
don't make PCW games anymore. But if you 
can get it ... then get it! 



radio signals, deploying peace-keeping forces 
and generally staying sane. Reet gradelyi The 
company are no more so you'll have to look. 




Armageddon Man (aooo'sonty) 

All you have to do is keep the whole world 
happy, fed. watered and un-nuked. Simple, You 
deal with incoming messages while decoding 



£19.99 • MARTECH - they don't 
actually exist anymore! 



Stationfall 

An Infocom classic. It was a toss up between 
this and the Hitchhicker's Guide to the Galaxy, 
Bally ho and the appallingly lewd Leather 
Goddesses of Phobos {have a sense of 
humour and it's okay). But Floyd, the dippy 
robot, wins the day and the rating. A vital part 



of any adventurer's collection. 



£24.99 • INFOCOM • 
(USA) 617 576 3190 



Head Over Heels (aooo'sonty) 

Again from Ocean Software (see Batman) 
Head Over Heels rates as a true PCW classic. 
This really is a must for serious enjoyment 
merchants. Chasing around a castle lobbing 
doughnuts at the foe ... gamer's heaven??? 



£14.95 • OCEAN SOFTWARE 
061 832 6633 



Conclusion 

It must be remembered that the secondhand 
market is strong and that many mail-order 
firms have stocks oi games ready for sate. 
This choice of both the current and revered 
oldie games is highly subjective. The main 
thing is to enjoy yourself. 

■ = r ~ 
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PAPER 



Beet quality wHtt wood-free - LOW DUST spec 

Type A Weight 
11/9.5 60gam Fanfold Listing 
1 1/9.5 7 Ogam Mlcroper I orated 
11/9.5 85gsm Letter Quality 
A4 Size 70gsm Mic roper f orated 
A4 Size 85gsm Letter Quality 
11/9.5 NCR 2-part Plain 
11/9.5 NCR 3-part Plain 
... md tken tk«r*"e our UNIQUE AS continuous paper . . . 
A5 Size SOgsrn Letter Quality 1000 £11.95 



LABELS 



Box 


£/box 




2000 


£13.95 


ALL 


2000 


£15.95 


PLUS 


1000 


£10.95 


CARR 


2000 


£19.95 




1000 


£11.95 




1000 


£21.95 




700 


£24.95 





Top quality fanfold labels by Avery - the best! 

* Address size s.siwi.sin i or z-aareee £3.75 nooo ■ c*& 

Other Sizes (All prices per 1000) 



Please don't forget to add carriage! 
(paper/label orders only) 

Deliveries now undertaken by 
ANC EXPRESS 



2.75in/1.0in 


£2.75 


2.75in/1.5in 


£3.70 


3.5in/1.0in 


£3 IS 


3.5in/2.0in 


£6.30 


4.0in/1.0in 


£3.40 


4.0in/1.6in 


£4.50 


4.0in/2.Oin 


£6.50 


5.0in/lOin 


£3.95 


5.0in/t5in 


£5.85 



ALL 

PLUS 

CARR 



All prices INCLUDE VAT. 



Delivery - See Below 
NEW! Next-day service available NOW 

E»|l«iie * Wslet - Use te Frl - rise us bf Soul 



DISKS 

MAXELL CF-2 

just £21/75 per 10 
or £11.50 for 5 inc VAT! 

Spare disk labels £2 per 50 

FREE 

Lockable Disk Bank 
worth £<7.<75 
with every 20 disks! 




COMPUTER 

Cost 

effective 

computing 

starts here! 



RIBBON REFRESH 

The Fabric Ribbon Restorer 

Our own invention - Carbon in a Can! 

Simply lift off ribbon casing A apply fresh carbon 
to your ribbon - double its life in secondsl 
One handy can does up to 30 ribbons 

stiu just £7.45 _^~To?o" 

TRY IT TODAYI ^> satisfied users 



RIBBONS 

UtC wede for best quality ft longest life! 
PRINTER C Jf E 



PRICE 
BAND 



8256 Std, Fabric Black 2741FN 
8256 Fabric LONGLIFE 2741LL 

Extra value - 750kchars 

8256 Fabric Colours 2741C 

Blue, Brown, Red, Green 

8256 Multisfrike Films 2741MS 

6256 ribbons also suit 6512s. 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons lor this printer 



9512 Multistrike Films 2746MS B 

9512 Fabric Black 2746FN B 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL C 

Extra value - 750kchars 

9512 Fabric Colours 2746C C 

Blue, Brown, Red. Green 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9612s 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Ribbon Refresh. 

Lifetimes: Multistrike: 100 kchars 
Fabric Std: 400 kchars 
Fabric Longiife: 750 kchars 



RIBBON PRICES inc 

I -off 
Price Band B £3.95 
Price Band C £4.95 

Mix 'II' Mitts: AHV S Bind B for £16.46 
\ W ANY S Bind C for m.<fS 

DUST COVERS STRIPPERS! 



VAT & post 

2-off 5-off 

£7.45 £16.95 

£8.95 £19.95 



Protect your computer from: 
Dust * Coffee * Children * Pets 
Smart, machine- washable 3-plece sets 

Aitctrid ?2S6/rSI2 sat 

Austria" 45I2 set 

now only £<?.<?5 



Really handy little 
gadget • strips parted 
edges from fanfold pa- 
per without effort. No 
more broken fingernails! 

HQASm m 



[ All prices INCLUDE VAT. Delivery - See Below 

SOFT SPOT 4512 Daisywheels: 



LocoFlle £28.95 Comix Simple Accounts £79,95 

LocoMsll £28.95 Money Manager PCW £39.95 

LocoFont £22 95 Sage Pop Accts £74.95 

LocoScrlpt2 £24.95 Sa 0e Pop Accts Plus £109.95 

LocoSpell2 £19.95 Sage Pop Payroll £54.95 

LoCoScrlpt t. Spell £32.95 MAP Integrated Accts £109.95 

Pretext £44.95 MAP Stock Control £49.95 

Pocket Protext £28.95 MAP Payroll £49.95 



Courier 10. Recta 10, Orator 10, Pica 10, Gothic 10/12. 
Script 12, Elite 12, Mini Gothic 15, Thesis PS 

now only £5/75 inc VAT 



Desk Top Publisher 

DTP - AMX Mouse 

Stop Press 

Slap Press + Mouse 

MlcroDeslgn2 

HIcroDeelgn ♦ Mouse £89,95 

AMX Mouse & l/tsce £49.95 



£22 95 3UPERCALC2 still only £39.95 

£64 95 Cf acker2 Turbo £36.95 

£39.95 Arnor Max am Assembler £39.95 

o It'll Arnor C prog lang. £39.95 

f 22Sf Knife Plus £18.95 



dBasell 
AtLast Plus 
MasterFlle 8000 
Cornix Card index 



£59.95 

£29.95 
£36.95 
£29.95 



* SPECIAL OFFERI * 

ROGERS PCW ACCOUNTING 

Superb now system RRP £64.50 
Our price £74.16 Irtel. 

Dt*o di*K &4.V& refuflcrtd taiiin order 



** Please state which PCW you have 
when ordering software! 



-HOW TO ORDER- 1 

BEL IVEfeY PAPER LABELS EVERYTHING 

4^1-»*».l « L.IX f (any quantity) (any quantity) CLOt 

f W MaiulattH. 3/5-day: £5.00 3/5-day: £2.50 3/5-day: FREE 

WN rldinidnU: 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 

Overseas; Postage at cost. Callers (of course!) FREE 

OrdCr by FREEPOST - Cheque/PO/Visa/Access 

Caspelt Computer, Dept ?K, FREEPOST, Poole, Dorset BH15 2BR 

Order by PHONE - visa/access welcome; 
S (0202) 666(55 a™ 

CALLERS WELCOME -open <7-5 MotfSat 



Oilers Valid 
lor 28 days 
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ON TEST 



BLIND DATA 

And computer shall talk unto computer, to modem, printer 

and plotter. That's the idea with the Verran AC Datalink; 

Tim Smith puts the theory to the test 



VERRAN AC DATALINK 

£175 (each + VAT) • Verran Electronics 

• 0256 811666 

More people are using computers than ever before, not just 
the multi-national companies but local shops, schools, clubs 
and in the home. The machines are beginning to lose some 
of their mystique as people learn more about them and 
demand more from them. 

In the early days there were mainframes with slave 
terminals; these were followed by the personal or stand- 
alone computer (such as your PCW). The next fashion was 
to use many stand-alones linked by networks or Local Area 
Networks (LANs). The LAN is still with us. enabling several 
personal computers to share hard discs, printers, modems 
and plotters. 

However, the LAN presents a number of problems to 
the small scale user such as a club or a business with 5 
or 1 machines. New software has to be learnt to control 
the hardware. New hardware connections have to be 
installed and mile upon mile of cabling has to be laid out 
of harm's way. 

The Verran AC Datalink seeks to solve these irritations 
and has attacked them from what seems to be. at first sight, 
a logical angle. 

The mains event 

The approach that Verran Electronics have taken is to point 
out that any building which uses computers already has 
built-in cables and sockets in the form of mains electricity 
The logic here is that you should be able to send packets of 
data through the mains from one device to another. A device 
can be anything from a PCW to a modem, an IBM PC to a 
laser printer. 

The idea is a good one and it appeared at first (and from 
the plaudits it had been receiving) that it would be a 
successful one. So, in order to put advertising and media 
hype to the test, we set out to link the following pieces of 
equipment: a PCW to a PCW. a PCW to a PC and a PCW to 
an Amstrad SM2400 modem. 

This became an epic struggle of person versus machine 
which stretched over a number of days. At the end of this 
period the best that could be said was that the boxes were 
prettier than a straightforward serial cable. 

Linking two PCWs - an 8512 and 9512 across about 
three feet of desk space was interesting enough Both 
Datalinks were plugged in to a twin mains socket, obviously 
on the same circuit. We decided not to bother with any fancy 
software but instead to stick with CP/M's faithful PIP.COM. 

Wicked switch of the east 

The first thing to do was to configure each datalink in order 
that one would recognise the other. This was done strictly by 
the book. We wanted to set the machines up for Serial 
transfer in order that both could send and receive. This 
meant setting the five coloured slide-switches on the 
datalink connector head. Pushing these towards the head of 
the lead itself set them to DCE straight through. 

All well and good, but then the twenty dip-switches had 




Above, two Verran AC Daialrts as ready lor action as they'll ever be. Inset, a 
diagram showing the LEDs, The one you will probably see the most is Lost Frame. 



□ 



CARRIER 
(iOODERAMK 
LOST FRAME 

TXD 
8X1) 
RTS 

CIS 

DSR 
IXI) 
MR 



to be set. Making a methodical way through the manual you 
hit the section relating to Option Sets and it all looks so 
easy. By the way. because of the size ot the manual it only 
takes a few seconds to find any section and a few seconds 
more to find the end of the book itself - if Verran have a 
hotline it must surely be a busy one. With a possible 4 million 
settings to be had we were certainly spoilt for choice. 

The manual tells us that 'Switches A3 through A6 in 
Option Set IV reduce switch setting to a minimum, by 
allowing you to program standard, or default settings...'. This 
sounded like just what we wanted, nice and simple. So, we 
switched A1 and A2 to On in order to set each Verran to 
Option Set IV Next was to handle row B and another ten 
switches. Again, purely because this was a quick test 
across a desk, we decided only to alter switch B1 



Not jolly hockey sticks! 

The Verran AC Datalink hauled pages of glossy advertising in its wake and on the back of one such 
piece is a list or Who's Who' of users. Names such as IBM, The Metropolitan Police. Coca-Cola, 
The Stock Exchange and Lillywhtles are included. 

We contacted Lillywhites, the respected sports-shop in Piccadilly in order to discover what 
they thought of the Datalinks. Kirk Daley, a programmer at the company, explained that "we had 
three units for about a week and then sent them back." 

They had been using the datalinks for printer sharing. They use a number ot computers, 
including a PCW, and needed to link them up with two Kyocera F1000 laser printers. Kirks first 
thought was that the datalinks were a good idea unlit he discovered that they were very difficult to 
set up. Once we had got them in contact with the printer we realised thai you could only have a 
pair working at any one time. If you wanted to actually prinl something out you had to see the other 
people with datalinks and ask them to turn ihem off." 

After this Kirk began to see the dreaded Bad Frame indicator on the top of the Verran. Hashing 
in the middle of a print run. This meant lost data and a restart to the whole process. 

"Frankly, I see them as very expensive pieces of kit. You need at least three of them to make il 
worthwhile (a minimum investment ol £525.00). If you only have two - one linked to a printer and 
one to a computer, you may as well just use a cable. Three units will at least allow you to link two 
computers to a peripheral device. We would be more likely to go for a network." 

So, even though Lillywhites have used the Datalink - lor a week - and Verran do have a slim 
right to feature them in their advertising "Who's Who of Users", it would be a wise idea to take this 
with a pinch of salt. 



Mar* 90 8000 PLUS 29 



ON TEST 

i 

Two interfaced 

The two standard interfaces which the PCW uses are the RS232 (serial) and Centronics (Parallel), 
The former has been standard in computing since 1969 when the Electronics Industry Association 
(IEA) agreed their most recent revision - revision C. Serial' basically means that information can 
be sent and received from and to an RS232c port. It deals with one-way communication - say from 
a PCW to a printer. 8000 series PCWs are RS232c and Centronics compatible but you will need an 
interface in order to make use of the facilities. 9512s come complete with an RS232 port at the 
back beside the printer port but you will need an interface for Centronics capabilities. 

A Verran AC Datalink is, theoretically, able to handle both serial (RS232c) and parallel 
(Centronics) interfaces. Each unit comes with three adapters. One will convert a parallel connector 
to a serial (and vice-versa), another converts a male RS232c connector to a female of the same 
breed and the last acts as a two-way female RS232c adaptor. The reason for these additions is that 
computers as well as peripherals (printers and modems, 
for example) tend to come with only male RS232c ports 
and the Verran cable head is itself male. 







PKOTKC "Tl V E < I H ( >U Hi D 1 PON t> 1 
TRANSMIT DATA iTXDl 
RECE] VK DATA I RXI) I 

REQUESTTO SEND t RTS i 
CLEAR TO SEND (CTS) 
DATA SET READY 1 DSR ) 
SIGNAL CROUND itiNDi 
CARRIER DETECT fCD) 
DATA TERMINAL READY iD'IRp 




■ 
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3 ■ 
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Above left is a sketch diagram of an RS232c (serial) interface 
showing pins, explanations and abbreviations. Compare this to the 
inset of the Verran's LEDs on page 29. To the left is a Centronics 
(parallel) interface showing the various pins which need to be linked. 









STROBE 




1. 19 


■ 




2. ZCI 


■ 


DATA1 




3. 21 


■ 


DATA 2 




4. 21 


■ 


DATA .1 




S. 21 


■ 


DATA 4 




h. 24 


■ 


DATA S 




7. 25 


■ 


DATA 6 




K. 36 


■ 


DATA 7 




13 


■ 


PRIST' ENABLED 




111. 27 


■ 


ACKNOWLEDUE 




14. Ifi.H 


■ 


<;r(h:\d 




12 


■ 


PAPKR EMPTY 




II. IX 


■ 


hi:sy 




17 


■ 


CHASSIS UROUND 









which, going by the book, is supposed to change a line-feed 
sent into a line-feed received. Job done, the information was 
saved to the datalinks by pressing Store for slightly longer 
than the two seconds required. The PCWs were plugged into 
the Verrans, powered up and the following commands entered 
on the 8512: 

DEVICE AUXIN:=SI0 [NOXON.9600] 

and on the 951 2 

DEVICE AUXOUT=SIO [NOXON.960Q] 

These two commands basically set the machines up to realise 
that the 9512 would be sending at a speed of 9600 baud, with 
no protocol (it wouldn't bother waiting to see if the other 
machine was ready to receive). Obviously the 8512 was set to 
receive at the same rate with the same lack of protocol. 
Straight forward enough so far. 




Our iirsi glimpse of the Verran AC Datalink from the press 
release. A 9512 is nuzzled against it for no apparent reason. 



L 



Return to sender 

The two PCWs now knew who they were 
and what they were supposed to be 
doing, so now for the off, PIP.COM is a 
versatile command and in this instance 
we decided to use it as a postman. The 
951 2 was told the following: 

PIP AUX:=CON: 
This tells it that anything typed at the 
console (keyboard) should be sent 
directly to the Auxiliary Input/Output 
device (RS232c port). The 81 52 was told 

PIP CON:=AUX: 
This does the opposite and anything 
coming in to the Auxiliary device is sent 
to the screen. 

All that was needed now was to type 
a message on the screen of the 9512 
and hope. Success at first go! Things 
looked good, so we decided to really test 
the mettle of the datalinks. The 851 2 was 



moved about 1 5 yards away into another office, behind a 
partition wall. None of the settings were changed, the 9512 
was left exactly where it was. Off we went, the message 
was sent and surprisingly there was no luck at all. The 
connections were checked. 

On the rear of each link there are two switches - Gain 
and Path. The first acts as a signal booster while the 
second, " Maintains transmission even across different ring 
mains and phases" (according to the advertising at least). 
So we flicked both of these to On and still all we got 
was garbage. 

Heartbreak hotel 

The garbage was characterised by a constant, pulsing 
stream of characters across the receiving screen. Maybe 
the datalinks were too far apart - possibly the two offices 
were on entirely different mains circuits? Neither case was 
true ... the maximum recommended distance between links 
is 50 metres and the two offices were quite definitely on 
the same circuit. 

The next thing to try was to set a modem up, again on 
the same desk. Normally we use a serial cable to link an 
8512 to an Amstrad SM2400 modem. Using this we can 
contact bulletin boards across the country. The cable is 
about a foot and a half long. 

To achieve a link between PCW and modem we had to 
reconfigure both datalinks again. To spare you a long 
drawn out description we won't go into the various settings 
we used in an attempt to talk to the world. Suffice to say 
the story ends in nothing more than three hours of dip- 
switch changing, cable checking, transmission and 
retransmission, cursing and generally arriving at a 'non- 
linked - data- s it uat i o n -scena ri o-d owns ide' . 

After all this work it transpired that we had a faulty 
unit (this information courtesy of Steve Patient who had 
been having much the same problems while attempting a 
review for our sister magazine PC Plus). 

This information came from the company two weeks 
ago and we are still waiting tor a 'working unit'. The 
intriguing part of all this is that the datalinks were perfectly 
happy to speak unto each other across desk space with no 
interceding hardware. They would even make contact 
with a printer. 

Conclusion 

Where does this leave the prospective user? Well, with a 
flimsy manual, a great deal of time needed to configure 
each unit, the fact that only five pairs may be installed at 
any one time and a minimum working investment of £525 
(plus VAT) it doesn't look too good. 

Verran have recently won a Sunday Times design 
award (and the design, at least superficially, is stylish) and 
have brought out a new range of datalinks which are 
dedicated to printer sharing. This is probably its only 
strength. As for the rest of the advertised blarney about 
modems, plotters and other computers .our advice would 
be to stick with some good cables, software you know or, 
at a pinch, invest in a cheap, proven network. Above all, 
and to quote a song, "Don't believe the hype." ■ 



VERRAN AC DATALINK 



PLUSES 

*, You can use your own 

software 

Pretty to look at 



MINUSES 

Flimsy manual 

Over complex tor non-techie 

Expensive 

Unreliable 



DOCUMENTATION 2/5 EASE OF USE 

RANGE OF FEATURES 2/5 PERFORMANCE 1/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 7/20 
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FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

and expanded 

memory: 

now you can 

have your cake 

and eat it. 



FLIPPER 2 was quite an 
unusual program. It could split 
your PCW's memory in two, let- 
ting you run LocoScript 2 in one 
half and a CP/M program in the 
other. Or it could let you toad 
two CP/M programs at once, 
one in each half. It could even 
tackle tricky programs like Mini 
Office and LocoFile. Best of all it 
could FLIP you from one half to 
the other in as little as two sec- 
onds, any time you wanted. And 
it wouldn't lose your place. 

Things have changed since we 
launched FLIPPER 2. Now 
you can buy an SCA or Isenstein 
Ram add-on and double your 
PCW's memory size at a stroke. 
That's why we've brought out 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS. This still 
gives you all FLIPPER 2's 



memory-splitting power, but it 
can handle extra memory as 
well. This means that, with an 
SCA or Isenstein 51 2K add-on 
fitted, FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can cram two {very nearly) 
full-size 8512s or 9512s into 
one machine. You'll be able to 
load all your LocoScript 2 add- 
ons and dictionaries on one 
side of the machine, and still 
have room for a hefty CP/M 
set-up on the other. With 
power like that on offer, why 
compromise? 



Please send me FLIPPER 2 PLUS for my: 

H 8512 □ 951 2 □ Expanded 8256 
Q t enclose a cheque/postal order for £29.95 
□ 1 enclose my FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 masterdisk and a 
cheque/postal order for £5.00 

! Price Includes UK postage aod picking, and VAT, Pleasa mate* ill cheque* payable l 

Imperative. Sorry, FLIPPER doe* not run on an unexpended cJI&o.) 



Name . 



Address. 



Postcode . 



Mail Ihis coupon to: Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, 
Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BA1 1HN 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS: still only £29.95. 



Software Imperative. 11 Chapel now, Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BAt 1HIJ. 
proprietor A.J.WHton. let (0225) 425315. PCW Is a trademark or Amstred pic, CPM la 
a trademark ol Digital Heaeafch. LocoScript and LocoFile arre trademarks ol 
Locomotlw Software, Mini Office Is a trademark of Database Software, Isenstein is a 
trademark of Isenstein Computer Systems. 




DISC DESIGN 



FORMS BOX COMPENDIUM .19.95 

The stationers on a disk (new extended version) 

Over 80- different LocoScript forms ready to print 

and yse in Personal Organiser, Home, Finance. 

Calendar, Planner and Business sections. 

FIFTHBASE2 (new version) . . 19.95 

The intelligent database. Especially good on 

question answering, with AND/OR logic. 

Also included - XBASE - the revolutionary 

database that communicates in English. 

UTILITIES PLUS 19.95 

Dozens of time saving programs. A few examples: 

Labels ■ address lists onto labels. File sorter ■ 

many options. Columns - converts text files to 

multi columns. Word sentence and letter counter. 

Matrix printer set up commands. 

HYPERTEXT 19.95 

Hypertext is a free flowing system that connects 
screens of information using associative links. 
Hypertext mimics the brain's ability to find and 
retrieve information quickly and easily by links 
between topics. 

EXPERT SYSTEM , . 29.95 

Expert System maintains a facts data-base and a 

stack of rules. Each rule consists of any number of 

stimulus elements, which specify the facts which 

have to be true before the rule can fire; and any 

number of commands or assertions which are 

implemnted when the rule fires. The assertions 

alter the facts data-base. 

TEXTBASE 19.95 

Textbase makes a database of already existing 

(ASCII) files. It has a number of modules that can 

either be used from the Textbase Menu or used 

seperately as self-contained programs. 

SECURITY . 19.95 

A system for coding, decoding and viewing 

confidential text and other files. The files are 

protected from prying eyes by a key word or key 

phrase that can be up to 255 characters long. 

SUPASTAT 19.95 

A collection of statistical programs and facilities 
that runs under Mallard basic - very easy to use. 



INTRASET 



CASHMASTES 29.95 

CASH MASTER is designed as a more powerful, 

flexible and easy to use accounting system, than its 

riva's. Its much cheaper too. 

POOLSMASTER 18.95 

At long last there is a simple, easy to use and 

effective computer program to Predict the 

FOOTBAI L POOLS. 

COURSEMASTER 18.95 

BEAT THE BOOKIE! 

The COURSEMASTER racing program is 

designed to give you the edge to profit against 

your bookie! 



SPA Associates 



PCW MACHINE CODE 



. . 13.95 

NO VAT 



A practical guide to controlling PCW's by 
MACHINE CODE PROGRAMMING 



WADD SOFT 



WRITE RIGHT 14.95 

We are pleased to re -introduce this very popular 

program to improve the student's use of the 

English language. Now further improved and 

enlarged. 



CF2 DISCS 



SEE OUR SEPERATE 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 

SPECIAL PRICES 



CROWN DUST COVERS 



3-PIECE SETS 

PCW9512 9.95 

PCW8256/8512 9.95 

• WATERPROOF • ANTI STATIC • 

Seperate covers for monitor, keyboard & printer 

Manufactured in translucent cream plastic with 

white binding 



FRINTWHEELS 



PCW 9512 
UK STYLES ONLY 
Mini Gothic 15 • Prestige Elite 12 • 

• Thesis PS • Script 12 • 

• Recta 10 • Prestige Pica 10 • 

• Orator 10 • Courier 10 • 

• Letter Gothic 10/12 • 

Style sheets available on request 

only £ 5.95 each 



RIBBONS 



PCW 8256/ 8512 

KORES or AMSTRAD 

Black Fabric 4.95 

Black Carbon Film 6.95 

PCW 9512 

GENUINE AMSTRAD 

Black Film 3.95 

Blue or Brown Film 4.95 



PAPER & LABELS 



SPECIALS 

PERSONAL ORGANISER PAPER 

Continuous micro-perforated, paper for personal 
organisers (6/2" X4 /4") 80 gsm 

per 100 sheets only 3.95 

DISC LABELS 

Continuous labels (2 J /4" X 2 74")l-across 
Specially made for 3" discs. 

per 100 labels only 4.95 

ADDRESS LABELS 

Continuous labels (4" X 1 /16") 1-across 

Ideal for all addressing & labelling 

per 1000 labels only 6.95 



DATA TRANSFER 



We ean transfer data between different 

programs and different machines. 

Please telephone and we will quote for 

YOUR exact needs. 

FAST TURN AROUND - LOW PRICES 



LASER PRINTING 



We now offer a Laser Printing service. 

Let us quote for YOUR exact needs. 

FAST TURN AROUND - LOW PRICES 



D G C Software 



ULTIMATE SUMS 14.95 

The fun way for children aged S to mid -teens to 

learn and practice sums. 

■ EIGHTTYPES01 : SUM ' 

■ EIGHT LEVELS OF DIFICULTY * 

■ UP TO EIGHT PLAYERS ' 

* COMPREHENSIVE SCORE SHEET * 
ULTIMATE WORD 14.95 

Test your knowledge of English words. 

• LARGE SUPPLIED DICTIONARY • 

■ CREATE YOUR OWN DICTIONARY • 
• ADD WORDS DURING THE GAME * 

ULTIMATE QUIZ 14.95 

Learning can be fun! 

• ONE TO EIGHT PLAYERS " 

• 10 QUIZZES (1000 QUESTIONS) SUPPLIED' 

■ OPTIONAL JOKES - TIMER - OXO GAME ' 

■ COMPREHENSIVE SCORE SHEET * 

SUITABLE FOR SCHOOLS - CLUBS - HOME 

• MENU DRIVEN - VERY FiASY TO USE ' 

••■ NOW INCLUDES *■* 

ULTIMATE TEST 

One player against the clock 

Can you take the ULTIMATE TEST? 

"•PLUS"* 

ULTIMATE QUIZ QUESTION PRINTER 

*" PLUS"" 
ULTIMATE QUIZ QUESTION EDITOR 

THE USEFUL DISC 14.95 

A collection of 20 useful and entertaining 

programs to help you use the computer to the full 

BAR CHARTS ■ CALENDARS " COLUMNS 

CONVERSIONS " DIARY " DISC LABELS 

FILE MERGE * PRINTER SET-UP 
ASCII PRINTER • ENCRYPTION * TIMER 

WORD COUNTER " ASCII SORTER 

DRAWING - FRUIT - SHOOT - SQUASH 

(For the children) 

REVERS I -learning the rules is easy! Winning isn't 

DAY-2-DAY 14.95 

A complete set of diary/calendar templates to use 

with LocoScript 1 or 2 to produce calendar or 
diary pages for personal organisers or A4 folders. 

Print empty pages or fill in and print, 
(blank continuous organiser stationary available) 

< < NEW ULTIMATE SERIES > > 

These are intelligent programs and will use your 

responses to 'get it right' the next time. The store 

of knowledge within the program grows and grows 

GUESS WHICH ANIMAL . . . 14.95 

Can the computer guess the animal? 

GUESS WHO 14.95 

Can the computer guess the name of the person? 

GUESS WHERE 14.95 

Can the computer guess the place? 
Rivers, mountains, oceans, countries, etc... 

OTHER TITLES TO FOLLOW! 

SUITABLE FOR ALL PCW's 



COULD YQJI FILL THIS 

SPACE? 

Have you written a program or 

book for the PCW? If so we 

would like to speak to you. 



ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 

Overseas Customers - Air Mail - Same Prices! 

(for orders over £25 - VAT covers extra postage and handling) 

COPY COMM Ltd 

Aytounhill, CUPAR, Fife KY14 6JH 

Telephone: 033 77 444 

(Monday to Friday, 9 to 5 - Human Beings. Other Times - Infernal Machine) 
FAX : 033 77 445 (Anytime!) 

• VISA • BARCLAYCARD • ACCESS • MASTERCARD • AMERICAN EXPRESS • DINERS CLUB • 



BUY DIRECT 

FROM 

THE 3" DISC SPECIALISTS 

TYPE 1 

Manufactured in JAPAN by MATSUSHITA (PANASONIC) 

Black disc with square cross-hatching, serial numbered on end between while 

pull-oul write protect tabs. 

• SUITABLE FOR ALL PCW DRIVES * 

CF2 
19.95 for 10 

(10.95 for 5) 
Labelled Discs with Instruction sheet in plain packing 

AMSOFTCF2 
21.95 for 10 

(11.45 for 5) 

AMSOFT Labelled discs in printed AMSOFT sleeves 
' 

TYPE 2 "^ 

Manufactured in JAPAN by MAXELL 

Plain black disc with red flip-over write protect tabs, serial number printed in 

white above label indent. 

• DOUBLE SIDED • FOR SINGLE HEAD DRIVE * 

(*seenote) 

MAXELL CF2 
19.95 for 10 

(10.95 for 5) 

Discs in printed sleeve - loose label - individually shrink-wrapped . 

MAXELL CF2 (CASED) 
22.95 for 10 

(11.95 for 5) 

Labelled disc with card inseri tn plastic library case - individually^ wrapped. 
("Note: In practice we find Maxell CF2 suitable for ALL types of PCW drive) 

' TYPE 3 "^ 

Manufactured in JAPAN by MAXELL 

Plain black disc with red flip-overwrite protect tabs, serial number printed in 

white above label indent. 
DOUBLE SIDED • DOUBLE HEAD DRIVE • DOUBLE DENSITY 

MAXELL CF2-D 
22.95 for 10 

(11.95 for 5) 

Discs in printed sleeve - loose label - individually shrink-wrapped , 



TYPE 4 

We have not yet found any other 3" discs that are reliable 
enough or of a high enough quality for us to offer for sale 

(at any price!) 
k > 

f GUARANTEE 

All discs supplied by COPY CO MM are fully tested and 

guaranteed. 

We will replace any faulty disc supplied by us without question. 

(We have supplied lens of thousands of discs and still haven't enough returns 
to make up a pack of ten faulty discs to send back to the manufacturers!) 



LIBRARY CASES 

Amsoft/Matsushita/Panasonic discs are NOT available cased. 
We are now able to supply suitable empty cases. 

, 2.95 for 10 r 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POST 

Overseas Customers - Air Mail - Same Prices 

(VAT covers extra postage & handling!) 

COPY COMM Ltd 

Aytounhill, CUPAR, Fife KY14 6JH 
Telephone: 033 77 444 

(Monday to Friday, 9 to 5 - Human Beings. Other Times - Infernal Machine) 
FAX: 033 77 445 (Anytime!) 

ACCESS • VISA • AMERICAN EXPRESS • DINERS CLUB 




'MM3' cut-sheet LOCATOR & ALIGNER for PCW 8000 Printers 

Architect designed. British made- QudTiiy throughout! 

Load cut-sheets spot-on, fasti Save time, paper, money! No guesswork 

or skewing. Use letterheads, forms etc. < lOOgms, Multi-pass print! Fix 

arms anywhere. Four pitch scales. Easy to fit, adjust, use. 

"MM3 £• so simple... $o effective. Beautifully 
designed and welt worth the money." 
'Mkronet' August 88 

"MM3 revolutionised teaching word proees$ing t 
improved GCSE results m keyboard applica- 
tions." 

Mrs. M.R. (Tewkesbury! September *8 
"7 would like to order AfM3 as I'm sick of friends 
who've got one and gloat at my wasted paper! " 
Mr. P.F. (Birmingham} August 8fl 



£12.50 



incl. VAT & p+p 



SIMPLY - THE BEST! 



MARGIN MAKER 



Of send addressed sticky LABEL + REMITTANCE made out to> 

"HARGIN MAKER" 

Dept . & Box 121 Cresham Rd . , Staines, Ms. TW1 8 2AJ . UK. 8 (0784) 452677 

Reg, Drsifin. Nii, VH1W 



Software for serious sports enthusiast* 



POOLSWINNER n 



• MASSIVE DATABASE Foolswinner is 1 sophisticated Pools 
prediction .mi. II tames complete with the largest database available - 
22000 matches over 10 years. 

• PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAW5, but NO-SCORES, AWAVS 
and HOMES too. Predictions are based on many factors M recent form, 
the massive database, current league standing, goal scoring rites, and 
draw averages (each factor is independently switchable by the user), 

• SUCCESSFUL Selec g uarantee that Foolswinner performs signif i- 
i ...! i'.il v better than dunce, 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE matches are covered. 

• FULL LEAGUE TABLES are automatically generated as results are entered. 

• AUTOMATIC FIXTURE GENERATION : Fixtures tor English and Scottish 
matches are generated automatically by Pools winner's sister program F1XCEN 

• FIXGEN : No need to struggle for 
hours to get the finture list into the 
computer - just type in the date, Fiagen contains the complete 
fixture list for the whole year's league soccer. < Published under 
licence from the Football bMfflf. and the Scottish Football Ufljjur). 



FIXGEN 89/90 



£28.50 

Foolswinner 
with Fjxgen. 



POOLS PERM PLUS 



• Whether you use a scientific bet, or family birthdays, PIT will check the performance 
of any bet over the years, revealing which weeks it won prizes. Test your theories, or 
compare perms' performance. Complete with S years coupon results, 

• Also you can use Pools Perm Plus to check your perm for winning £26.00 
lines each week: the program conies complete with 20 top perms. 



COURSEWINNER vs 



enowMW? 



k I'RfKiKWI 



' The ORIGINAL, and still the BEST computer punter's aid. 

I Coursewinner V3 uses alhhe most important form pointers tpast form, 
speed ratings, prize money, course statistics, jockey form .trainer form etc) 
to $iv* a detailed assessment of DQEQP runner's chances, not just a tip. 

• Vital statistics of all British courses (Draw advantage, Top 

Trainers and Jockeys etc) are incl uded i n the database. £26 . 00 

• Includes both FLAT and NATIONAL HUNT versions. 



Ail u i tultihiehir IBM- 



AMIGA. ATARI ST, Amst PCW 



ffir/ttumeflNut strvitciri O6I6C OQTT.W9rC'> i '*"' g^^^-J ■ 

62 AhTincham Rd, Galley. Cheadle, Cheshire SKK4DP TetMI-4UI-rt2S 
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DEMON 
WRITER 

Horror writing is not merely the realm of 

the hack'n'slash brigade. Even Charles 

Dickens got involved occasionally. 

Chris Westwood, a successfully published 

novelist in the genre, gives some tips. 



Rat director 

Irutw 1960s Itiere was an 
Art Director who worked in a 
big advertising agency. Fed 
up wilti listening to 
rapywniers boasting about 
the novels they wrote and 
never finished, he decided to 
mite a book himself. 

He is James Herbert: Ihe 
book is The fiats. 



Almost invariably a story will come alive with the question 
'What if?' What if my shadow, instead of following me 
along the high street, suddenly turned and ran in the 
opposite direction? What if the door to the bathroom one 
day opened, not into the bathroom but the Abyss? What if the 
things we dream, the worst things, were for once made real, 
were made flesh and bone? 

There's a seldom-used phrase — 'Speculative Fiction' — 
which is meant to refer to the fields of horror, fantasy and 
science fiction, and which ought to be used more often. It brings 
with it no quick associations of sky rockets, meat cleavers and 
magical lost kingdoms, and credits the authors who work in 



these genres with positive qualities. Clive Barker and 
James Herbert are not only writing stories of fear and 
wonder, they are also speculating on issues which most of 
us exclude from our everyday lives: the dark things, let's 
call them, the taboo things. 

Forbidden worlds 

Death, the march of decay and Armageddon are scarcely 
ideal conversational topics when it comes to Sunday lunch 
or the village fete. Very few buddies will visit the local pub 
to trade ideas and hunches about Hell. But there is fear of 
one kind or another in all of us. It is, after all, an emotion 
as natural as joy or grief. And fear is the province of the 
horror writer, their stock in trade. 

Like it or not, it's their job (if they're doing it properly) 
to unsettle and disturb the reader. They aren't there to 
reassure or to prove that 'everything turns out right in the 
end'. Nor is it their job to be morbid or prurient, even if 
curiosity is part of their trade. The very best horror fiction 
is truly liberating fiction; startling and subversive. To 
actually sit down and write the stuff is to discover that 
anything is possible, since the only things holding you 
back are your own imaginative powers and moral outlook. 

There is. however, a certain percentage of dross in the 
field and unfortunately this is what gives the world its 
negative image of horror fiction. You know the kind of 
thing; murderous foetuses on the rampage, mindless axe 
killers dispatching nubile young victims left right and 
centre — horror's own junk-food for the indiscriminating. 

At the far end of the spectrum, there are writers like 
the aforementioned Barker and Herbert — Brits like 
Ramsey Campbell, Yanks like Charles L Grant and Dennis 
Etichson — who are doing new and wonderful things in 
horror, changing and advancing the field while at the same 
time respecting its traditions. 

Needless to say. anyone wishing to write horror needs 
to have read it — and not only the obvious, contemporary. 
mega-selling authors (Barker, Herbert, King, Banks, for 
example) but the founding fathers too. Edgar Allan Poe, M 
R James and H P Lovecraft (whose Cthuliu fvlthyos stories 
have spawned generations of grateful imitators) are 
excellent reference points. 

The imitation game 

It isn't sufficient, these days, merely to imitate, even 
though it's natural to begin by emulating those we admire. 
Many of us were first inspired to put pen to paper by the 
dungeons and swirling mists of the Hammer films of our 
youth. Yet it isn't quite enough to reproduce the gothics, 
not unless (like Peter Straub, alias Stephen King, author 
of the brilliant Ghost Story ) you're capable of bringing 
new depth and meaning to those traditions. Which means 
immersing yourself in them by reading. 

One brief look at Clive Barker's Cabal , to name but 
one, and you'll know that time has moved on. The mistake 
many nascent writers make is that stories written will so 
often be based directly upon stories read. Instead of 
searching his or her own heart, drawing from their own 
pool of rich experience, the beginner merely re-writes what 
has gone before. In my own case, before I discovered 
Ramsey Campbell's haunting, near-pertect brand of 
understated fiction. I'd believed that all dark tales should 
take place in New England, if not Transylvania, Then I 
read Campbell and suddenly the dramatic potential of my 
home town — a mining village with boarded-up houses 
and red-brick terraces — became all too apparent. It was 
only then that my first publishable novel, A Light in the 
Black | came together. 

None of this is to say that one needs to have entered 
Hell itself in order to write of it. Raw experience is 



34 8000 PLUS Mm* » 



preferable but not always essential! But the author of horror 
must have an eye (and a nose?) for the bizarre. Here on my 
desk is a five year old headline from the Guardian; '34 Die in 
Fight Over Wristwatch'. If this is as much information as we 
have, our first question must surely be why? And then we 
begin to speculate. And then wonder.. .What if....? 

Terror, horror, gross-out 

Well it's a start. But we still require a solid foundation — a 
storyline with recognisable, believable characters. It needs to 
come, at least in part, from life. We need to be shown a world 
we can relate to, we need to care for the characters as if they 
were friends we'd thought up. Events should sweep and carry 
us forward, always revealing something new, always 
involving us, occasionally astonishing or shocking us. 

It isn't always necessary to be explicit, no matter how 
dark your subject: in fact it's often better not to be. In his 
excellent book about the genre, Danse Macabre , Stephen 
King defines three levels at which stories operate. The 
subtlest of these is Terror', wherein much is suggested and 
little actually described or shown by the author. This is the 
level to aim tor. After-all, reading is an imaginative process 
and the less the author describes, the more the reader will 
have to imagine. 

A whispered suggestion can be so much more effective 
than a shout. Check-out M R James' Oh Whistle and I'll 
Come to You, My Lad or Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of 
Hill House tor instance. Neither story offers a clear 
explanation for the cause of events and it's precisely this 
open-endedness, this lack of an easy solution that provides 
them with such power. These are, after-all, supernatural, 
speculative tales. A solution would only devalue them. 

If hints and suggestions don't work. King says, go for the 
second level 'Horror'. Bring on the grinning corpses, the 
dancing demons! And if all else fails, there's always the 
'Gross-out', a level to which (it has to be said) a handful of 
authors seem content to stoop all too often. 

Attack of the killer endings 

But whether your taste is for subtlety or graphic detail, do try 
and avoid the cliches of the genre: story resolutions of the it- 
was-all-a-dream variety. Worse stiil is that hoary old stand-by, 
the-thing-that-would-not-die, or the man-eating plague of 



The narrow gate 

Carefully study who publishes what. It's as important as reading to learn the ground 
rules. Most major publishers handle one kind of genre fiction or another - Gollancz, 
Headline, Hooder, Century Hutchinson, Grafton, Macdonald, Collins and so on. But 
there are many who don't, so be careful. 

Bear in mind too, that publishers may be receiving as many as 5,000 unsolicited 
manuscripts a year, of which only a tiny percentage will be published (or indeed 
even publishable). 

A major problem for the beginner is that, sending out manuscripts on spec like 
this, there's little guarantee of finding a sympathetic reader/editor, So much depends 
on value judgement and plain pot-luck. It might be as well to try for an agent, since 
an agent will at least know the market intimately — who's looking for what, for 
example. Because publishers tend to view work submitted through agents as having 
already been vetted, they give it priority, You'll avoid the dreaded slush pile this way. 
But agents too are regularly rejecting at least 98% of the material they receive. 
Narrow is the gate that leads to salvation. 

If your inclination is towards the short story rather than the novel, there are 
several opportunities — but the standards are high. (I personally find it easier to sell 
novels). The market here is dominated by American mags: Fantasy & Science 
Fiction, Twilight Zone and Azimov's SF Magazine, tor example. 

In Britain, there's The Fear and Interzone, both sagging beneath the weight of 
submissions, I gather. But there are small-press publications, many of remarkably 
high quality and offering openings galore for the asptrant writer. The snag, of course, 
is that these magazines are produced on a shoestring, so don't expect payment. 

For further details of small -press and mass market publications, contact The 
British Fantasy Society, 1 5 Stanley Road. Morden, Surrey SM4 5DE. 



worms/bugs/slime, and the hackneyed classic, the stalk and 
slash killer with a Norman Bates mother complex. And no 
more demonic children please! 

Don't sacrifice characterisation to pyrotechnics either. For 
no matter how loud or quiet the dark tale may be, it's the 
people at its heart who we're concerned with. If we lose touch 
with the characters, if our story fails to connect with human 
feeling, no amount of panting hysteria, no number of violent 
explosions will make up for that loss. 

One final recommendation is Ira Levin's 'Rosemary's 
Baby' — calm, assured, economical of language and 
beautifully plotted. Terrifying because of all it implies without 
ever speaking directly; a true role model if ever there was 
one. The worst things should always be unspoken. ■ 



Write away! 



Want to hear a real horror story? The room in which I work was 
beginning to look like something from a dump-truck advert 
before the PCW arrived. Not one but two manual typewriters 
managed to break down during the early drafts of A Light 
in the Black . Both were ceremoniously dropped from high 
places before the third draft began. 

The switch from typewriter to word processor 
seemed such a doddle that at first t worried I might be 
missing something. Once I'd stopped groping for the 
carriage return, the act of re-writing became a 
pleasure not a chore. In the old days, mistakes 
would run riot through my manuscripts, simply 
because re-typing seemed such a drag. With 
the coming of the PCW, however, agents and 
editors no longer felt guilty about asking for 
revisions. But it does help to know when to 
stop. It's dangerously easy to edit yourself 
into oblivion, so beware. 

Although the print-out from my 8256 is perfectly 
adequate for submissions to publishers (NLQ of course), my 
next move will probably to get a better printer, either a daisywheei or 
an exotic 24-pin machine. If I'd known the 9512 was on the way 




A Light In the Black' by Chris Westwood 



when I plumped for the 8256. I would 
have waited. The 951 2 seems to me to 
to be the ultimate writer's toy. 

On the software front I'm basically 

unadventurous, using the PCW as a 

simple typewriter replacement. I still work 

■ in LocoScript 2 while feeling no great urge 

for anything faster or more glamorous. 

Provided the chapters are no longer than 20- 

25k, at which point things tend to slow up a lot. 

it's perfectly adequate. The LocoScript 2 template 

system is all you need for novels anyway. 

especially if (like me) you think and type slowly. 

Set up a TEMPLATE. STD in group of your 

i disc with margins of about 1-2 inches on the left 

' and 1 inch on the right. Double space using either 10 or 

12 pitch, remembering to insert your initials, abbreviated 

title and page number in the header and you're there. 

Each new chapter created in the group will now bear 

a startling resemblance to this. Title your files Chapter.1, 

Monsters. 2 or whatever suits. And that's the easy part done. 

Now write your novel. 



J 
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SPEAKEASY 

Brian Holley gets down to business with a computer and 
considers that vital element in any learning process: training 




B 



'usinessmen and women are often 
faced with a common dilemma. 
How can you learn to do one job 
while in the middle of another? It's 
a question that is particularly relevant to 
those running their own small 
businesses. Management training is 
often wholly inadequate — when it 
exists at all. As is the case with all 
politicians, most managers are 
promoted from the jobs in which they 
% perform well to the jobs about which 

they know very little. 

Industry provides some excellent 
examples of management training; but, 
even then, successful management is 
often stumbled across by accident 
rather than moulded by design. Small 
firms face enormous problems. It's all 
very well being able to manufacture pink 
toilet brushes - but what happens about 
marketing them, handling the accounts 
and the hundred and one other nagging 
but necessary things that take up 70% of the working day? 
The owner of a small business is often left clutching at straws 
and one of them is nearly always a microcomputer. Enter the 
PCW - and chaos. Not only must our poor manager continue 
running the business while undertaking a somewhat ad hoc 
self- education in management techniques, he or she has now 
got a computer to contend with as well. 

Two problems in particular are likely to provide the biggest 
stumbling blocks: the first is learning to use the machine — 
the second is finding out which software is the most 
appropriate for the functions which need to be performed. 

In many small business owners, the spirit of 
independence is a particularly strong one. They prefer to 
educate themselves. This is how I learned to play the guitar; 
but when my children began showing some interest in the 
instrument we sent them to guitar school. The result is that 
they are infinitely better guitarists than myself. Oh well. 

By the same token, formal computer training is going to 
prove very beneficial to most people. Because it enables you 
to reach a plateau on the learning curve more quickly, it 
reduces the amount of time that has to be taken out of 
running the business. What you will have to do, however, is 
carry out a little research on what courses are available; not 
all of them will measure up to the needs of business people. 

Courses for horses 

A friend of mine has been on a computer course for two 
years. Yet when he came to me with a problem it was clear it 
had not taught him anything he really needed to know. 

When I first became seriously involved in computing, both 
my boss and I attended a course. Ostensibly we would be 
following the same syllabus, although the courses were to be 
run from different sites at the same college. One day my boss 
asked me what I had been covering. I replied that the tutor 
was taking us through databases and data structures. He 
seemed reluctant to share his own experience but, when 
pressed, admitted that they had learnt how to get the machine 
to draw a picture of a house and to disintegrate it randomly 
until nothing was left! It sounded like my own attempts at D1Y 
in the past — absolutely useless. 



There is a definite need, therefore, to shop around for 
the right kind of training. Information on courses can usually 
be obtained from local further education colleges, some Job 
Centres, Area Career Offices or public libraries. 

Some colleges now have sections which deal exclusively 
with the needs of small business managers and might be 
worth a visit. These are likely to provide information on the 
kind of courses that are most closely tailored to meet specific 
needs. The best source of information about course content 
and style tends to be people who have finished the course in 
question or who are currently undertaking it. 

If you are impatient to get your hands dirty, you will want 
to get involved sooner rather than later. But from bitter 
experience I can tell you that when it comes to the computer 
industry, good basic training is necessary if the job is to be 
performed well. A proper training course may seem at the 
outset to be an expensive and time-consuming investment, 
but believe me — it will be considerably cheaper, quicker 
and less painful than wresting with your software night after 
night until the early hours. 

You pays your money ... 

There is a lot of talk about the wisdom of buying consultancy. 
Like all areas of business, computer consultancy has its 
share of cowboys. However, a good consultant should be 
able to save you enough money to pay the fee, but again — 
you have to shop around. 

In some areas, there are clubs for managers of small 
businesses. These can be invaluable sources of information 
and advice as well as an excuse to top up the old alcohol 
level once in a while. 

The whole business of choosing software is a crocodile- 
infested swampland. Adverts declare this or that program to 
be all you need to run your business smoothly and 
successfully. Unfortunately, those who created the software 
may never have run a business in their lives, or if they have, 
it probably had nothing whatsoever in common with pink 
toilet-brush manufacturing — or wherever else your 
particular expertise lies. 

Clearly, it is cheaper to buy off-the-shelf software than to 
have it custom-made, but of course you only get what you 
pay for. And if you worry too much about the fortnightly 
epistles from your bank- manager and the worried frowns 
from your accountant, you might be forgiven for buying 
something from the bottom of the price range. 

Don't forget, though, that this could cost you dearly later 
on when you discover that the software is unstable and you 
lose valuable data followed by valuable customers. More 
than likely, you will quickly run into a brick wall of limitations 
that throw you back onto a system that is part computer, part 
paperwork in which the same items have to be entered 
several times. 

Take heart. There are some excellent systems on the 
market if you shop around and some of these are very cheap 
indeed. However, you may want to expand the system later 
which will mean transferring your data on to new software. 
The bottom line is. then, being able to move your data 
around from one program to another; it is the data that is the 
most important factor — not the program that processes it. 

Of course, you may still have to learn while you earn, but 
planned training followed by thoughtfully selected software 
and a program of implementation is almost certainly better 
than the alternative - certifiable insanity. ■ 
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The message is simple - if you need to put dots 
on paper, you need The Composer's Pen. 



Vou could choose to write your 
music using pens, pencils, rulers, 
rubbers ~ keeping plenty of T/ppex 
and spare manuscript paper 

bandy, 

or you could use 

The original Composer's Pen was launched in 1989. Il was 
ihc first, and only, music notation program for the PCW (and 
il still is). It received an ecstatic response from the press and 
users of the program. 

Now comes The Composer's Pen II ■ belter quality printing, 
more features. Also.inrc spon setodemand.Thc Composers 
Pen 24 -all the features of The Composer's Pen II. but with 
a 24-pin printing option, for the best quality print. 
The Composer's Pen II 

(program only) £74.75 

The Composer's Pen 24, 

for 24-pin printers £89.95 

The Composer's Pen II System, 

complete with computer £499 

(all prices excl. VAT) 

Write for details 

{no stamp needed) 

Composit Software 

Dept.83 

FREEPOST 

1 Leasowe Green 

Lightmoor 

Telford 

TF4 3BR 



Telephone orders 
welcome: 

0952 595436 


















3.5" DISC DRIVE 






























Add a 3.5" second disc drive to your 8256, 8512 or 9512. This external unit is 
simple to Tit and acts just like the standard 3" drive B. 

The drive is a TEAC mechanism and comes complete with its own 

in-built power supply, cable to connect it to the PCW 

and FULL instructions. 

The drive is extremely compact and measures just 24 x 1 1 x 3cm. 
It also has an on /off switch. 

Available NOW only £99.99 + £3.00 P&P 
Ten blank discs only £10.00 

All prices include VAT. 

Also available software to transfer data to and from other computers 
including the PC and compatibles. 
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Advertising— Architecture— Artwork— Booklets—Brochures— Business Cards— Cartoons— Catalogues— 



IF ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 



MICRO 
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MicroDesign 2 refreshes the prints that other 
programs cannot reach 

I Read what the Reviewers have to say 
"The manual is comprehensive, immensely friendly and will lead you where 
you want to go." ..It takes about an hour or so to get on speaking 
terms. "..."The most un-artistic user should be able to produce basic 

illustrations." 

FEATURES "It does everything you are likely to need m designing and 
laying-out your artwork". .."The text you enter will automatically flow around 
| the picture". .."Very fast - puts rivals to shame." 

PRINTING "Knocks spots off the competition.". .."Far in excess ot my 
hopes.".. ."Extremely high resolution printouts which set the software apart 
from its competition.".. "Output is extraordinarily good " 

THE ACCOLADES "Surpasses anything else - Does almost everything 
better - This beats the lot - Results are superb ■ Brilliant and sophisticated - 
Beats the opposition hands down - New lease of life for the PCW." 

* TYPESETTING * TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN • PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256. 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with files from 
LocoScript 2. Pretext. Wordstar, AMX Stop Press, The Desktop Publisher. 
Mini-Office Professional. Rombo Vidi Digitiser. MasterScan and other PCW 
software packages. Supports the AMX and Kempston Mouse systems and 9 
pin, 24 pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range of fonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Ah and Design facilities. 



MICRODFC:3N I! {£36.52 + VAT) = 

With AMX Mouse and Interface (£71 .30 + VAT) • £82.00 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST (Large SAE appreciated) 



EXTERNAL DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



We have researched budge! printers for you and we recommend the STAR 
LC range. We no longer supply printers but will be pleased to supply the 
peripherals and accessories to go with ihe printer ot your choice. 

Besides a printer, PCW 8256/8512 owners will need an Interface and a 
Printer Cable. We also strongly recommend LocoScript 2. PCW 9512 
owners will require a printer cable. For all PCWs we recommend 
Locomotive's Printer Drivers Disc and/or Ihe 24 pin Printer Drivers Disc for 
maximum compatibility with LocoScript 2. 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



PRINTER CABLES. Top Quality PCW9512 to Star etc (Centronics) . £7.95 
PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) to Star etc Centronics Printer ...£9.95 
RIBBONS (including VAT. PSP) LC-10 £4.60: 5 + £4.30. LC-10 Colour 
£6.90; 5 + £6.20 (also takes black for economy): LC24-10/LC24-15 £5.75; 
5 + £5,25. 

AUTO Cut Sheet Feeder LC-10. LC-10C, LC24-10 (£60 +) = £69.00 

BBD Dust Covers (mcl) 8256/851 2 (grey 3pc) :£1 1 .45: 951 2 (ivory 3pc) . ... £1 3.45 

Star LC-10. LB-10C, LC24-10. LC24-15 (state grey or ivory) E5.50 

INTERFACES Parallel /Serial for PCW8256/851 2 printer etc connection 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£40.87+) =£47.00 

SCA Prof Plus. As above + real time clock/calendar (£50+) ■ £57.50 

AMSTRAD CPS8256 (while stocks last) (£40.87 + VAT) = £47.00 

MASTER SCAN " Optical scanner attaches 10 8256/8512 printer head. 
Digitises most pictures to save for Graphics 

and DTP programs (£46.04) =£52.95 

MASTER PAINT * Graphics package £13.95 With AMX MOUSE. £57.50 

MASTER PACK* Master Sean + Paint £55,95 With AMX MOUSE £97,50 

AMX MOUSE (inci-joes in;e'!oc< wit'- throi gh connecioi £44.50 

* Not suitable for the PCW 9512 



SuperDri ve with the new SCA 

RamPac 

512K PLUG ON MEMORY EXPANSION 
RamPac is suitable for all PCWs and simply plugs onto the back of your 
computer. Drive M will immediately increase from 112K to 624K on Ihe PCW 
8256 and from 368K to 880K on Ihe PCW 8512 (including expanded 8256 
models) and on the PCW 9512. 

RamPac slots onto ihe expansion port at the rear of your PCW (export 
models will require the 'Dongle' adaptor). A through connector is provided lor 
other peripherals such as a Serial/Parallel interface, a Mouse, or 
MasterScan. 

RamPac was designed in conjunction with Locomotive Software and has 
been fully lested by Ihem for compatibility with the LocoScript 2 family. 
RamPac is compatible wilh MicroDesign 2. with Flipper and most other PCW 
programs. With RamPac Flipper can now be used with MicroDesign 2. With 
880K in Drive M high density discs can be copied in one operation 
RamPac is available NOW and ready for immediate despatch. 



£131.10 



RAMPACK 51 2K Memory Expansion (£114 + VAT) = 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign II and Locoscript 2 + disc copying. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. 

We supply TOP QUALITY chips which are jig preformed for ease of 

insertion. NO BENDING REQUIRED, plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply Plug in & 

Go' 

* PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade kit to 51 2K (£26.04 +) = £29.95 



PCW DRIVES 



3" Brand New AMSTRAD 'PANASONIC internal fitting 1mb (720K lormalted) 
drives using CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug in & Go" 
The FD2 (black front panel) and FD4 (ivory panel) are otherwise identical. 

* FD4 second drive for PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 (£107.87 +) = £124 

* FD2 second drive for PCW 8256 (as available) (£112.17+) > £129 

* NEW FD1 for PCW 8256/8512 drive A replacement (£86.09 +) = £99 

+ NEW F04 lor PCW 9512 drive A replacement (£103.48 +) - £119 

5 1/4" PACE external 40/80 track self-powered drive B for data transfer 
between PCs & single drive PCWs using TDOS s/w 

supplied (£116.52+) = £134 

SAVE £5 on above when purchased with Memory Expansion 



SOFTWARE 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE. All new stock. Prices include VAT 

For the PCW 82568512 

Printer Drivers Disc LocoScript 2 £21.50 

(+Charkit) £17.95 LocoSpell 2 £17.45 

24 Pin Pri nter D rivers £20.95 LocoScript2 + LocoSpell £27.95 

Locofont Set 1 £16.95 LocoMail £24.50 

Locofonl Set 2 £12.95 LocoFile £22.95 

• * LOCOFILE + LOCOMAIL • £42.50 * * 

For the PCW 9512 
Printer Drivers Disc 
l+Charkil) 



24 Pm Printer Drivers £20.95 

..£17.95 LocoFile £22.95 



For alt PCWs: LocoFont 24 Text £23.50 Locofont 24 Display £23.50 : 

• • • LOCOSCRIPT PC * * * 

Save over £25. INTRODUCTORY OFFER: EPhone 



Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery £8.. 
flow prices Include VAT and UK poet. Normally by return 
Send cheques-Money orders: or PlclA'Govl orders to; 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, 

Redruth.Cornwall TR16 5DR 

Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891141 

(Coolchance Ltd) 



Leaflets— Letterheads — Magazines — Manuals— Maps — Menus — Newsletters — Order Forms — 




Agency is gradually crossing the North-South 'cultural divide' 
with a little bit of help from her PCW 




T 



he most difficult 
task in forging a 
career as a 
writer, is getting 
a publisher to take 
your work seriously. If 
you're lucky, a literary 
agent will help ease 
the burden and 
smooth the road. 
Unfortunately, they 
can often seem as 
unapproachable and 
intimidating as the 
publishers 
themselves, 
representing, not so 
much a stepping stone, as yet another obstacle. The problem 
is exacerbated if you live anywhere beyond the home counties 
where, with a few exceptions, most of the publishers and 
agencies, are based. The North-South divide can seem like a 
twenty foot brick wall before the would-be best-selling writer 
gets even halfway down the list of agents in the ubiquitous 
Writers' and Artists' Yearbook. 

Even established writers can come up against the same 
problem, which is why I can write the previous paragraph with 
such bitter certainty. I started my literary career in the late 
seventies with a baker's dozen of ideological romances, 
before spending the first quarter of the 1980s roving Europe 
as a free-lance journalist specialising in music and politics 
(not usually both together). I gave up the gypsy life in 1983 
for marriage, home and family, and settled back down to 
novel writing. 

If you can't beat 'em ... 

By now though, my style had matured somewhat. I was writing 
hard-nosed thrillers instead of mushy romance. Obviously 
none of my old contacts were going to be any use in making 
an impression on this totally new (for me) market, Nor did I 
have much success finding an agency to represent me. They 
were all too busy to take on new clients. Hardly any of them 
spelt my name right, and one suggested I might do better if I 
lived in London rather than Preston. 

It was at that stage that I decided to fight back. If I couldn't 
get an agent to represent me, then I'd be my own agent and 
represent myself. And if I was going to represent myself, then I 
might as well go the whole way and become a fully-fledged 
literary agent. 

That was how the Northern Star Literary Agency was born 
in the spring of 1987. It was a humble beginning. The staff 
consisted of myself (Director and Head of Fiction Dept) and 
my husband Kieran (Deputy director and Head of Non Fiction). 
The office was (and still is) a small room leading off the 
kitchen, which the surveyor's report called a utility room, and 
which we converted into a self-contained (although rather 
pokey) business unit. 

The equipment consisted of a telephone, letter opener, 
and of course, the one thing without which we could not 
survive, a PCW8512, which can almost be counted as one of 
the staff, since it does most of the work anyway. 

Naturally, no bank in its right mind would loan us money 



for such an enterprise. Apart from hard work, we had very 
little to put into the venture. For the first year, we didn't 
even have a spell checker (we used a Mallard BASIC one 
printed in an 8000 Plus listing for several months before 
we finally got hold of LocoSpell). We didn't even have any 
clients at the start. 

A Star is born 

We tested the water by promoting my own manuscripts 
under a variety of pseudonyms, gradually building up a list of 
publishing contacts, before we dared to advertise our 
services in the local press, and build up a corresponding list 
of clients with manuscripts to sell. 

They were lean years and hard, but it's all beginning to 
pay off now. We started out with virtually nothing, and now 
we have a fully fledged business. As well as placing 
manuscripts with publishers on behalf of authors not just in 
Lancashire, but all over Britain, we offer our clients a full 
word-processing service, copying type-written manuscripts 
onto disc using LocoScript 2, with a lot of help from 
LocoSpell, which now has a user-defined dictionary that 
threatens to take over the M drive. 

We suggest revisions for any promising material that 
comes our way, and frequently lend a hand with rewrites, 
particularly when the client doesn't have access to any other 
word-processing facilities. We answer queries from new 
authors about copyright, plagiarism and libel laws, for 
example, as well as advising our successful clients on how 
to approach such murky mysteries as income tax, Nl, Public 
Lending Rights (PLR) and the like. 

Ask the family 

We still run the whole thing from home on one PCW, and 
there are still only the two of us employed full time. We also 
have a small network of home-workers, who we employ on a 
casual basis to either proof-read material submitted by 
potential clients, or word-process manuscripts, which is the 
most time-consuming and tedious part of the job. 

The software we use now includes the full Locomotive 
'family', as the main workhorse system, along with Cracker 
Turbo and a Sagesoft accounts suite for the financial 
figure juggling. Not having any staff as such, the Sage 
payroll system is a little redundant at present, but the 
books still have to balance at the end of each month, and 
our income and outgoings are all carefully recorded using 
Sage Accounts Plus. 

The same system also comes into its own on the, as yet, 
far too rare occasions when a book we have placed for a 
client finally starts making money. At that point, we are able 
to produce neat and carefully detailed invoices for our 10% 
commission. Cracker, is used to produce a monthly budget, 
profit/loss forecasts and cash flow predictions which help us 
to work out whether we're going to survive another financial 
year. (So far, so good). 

The accounts, of course, are the necessary evil of any 
business. Using a computerised package takes the chore 
out of the job and leaves us free to be creative. There are 
a few minor niggles about Sage. It doesn't strike me as 
being totally compatible with the PCW, but then non- 
machine specific software very rarely is. It's manual 
requires at least an 'O' Level in Double Dutch tor translation. 



Seeing green 

Until Ihe day comes when 
all publishers accept 
manuscripts on 3" discs m 
LocoScript formal the 
only reliable medium 
available remains lite 
typed or printed double- 
spaced, single-sided A4 
page. Apart from 
coraribuSing Id I lie 
massacre of countless 
sonars, miles Oi rain lores!. 
paper and pnntei ribbons 
eonslitute one of ifie mapr 
overheads mat a Business 
like ours has to contend 
with. Being masters oi the 
shoe-siring budgel - as 
well as environmentally 
aware- our policy is 10 
keep costs down and save 
Ihe trees at the same 
lime.To that end, all draft 
onnting is done on the 
reversed side ol all used 
pacer using old ribbons 
•elreshed with a dash ol 
WD40 (one nbix. 
lasted nearly two years 
and is sliil going strong.) 
Only when the final 
perfect copy is ready, do 
.vc- change to a virgin 
nbbonandacnspwhile 
ream ol A4 paper. 
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CASE IN POINT 



but that again is par for the course. 

Designs on my desktop 

On the more creative side, our more recent software 
additions, have been Masterscan, Masterpaint and The 
Desktop Publisher, but I tend to use them more for 'fun' 
than for business purposes. I found Masterscan a little 
disappointing. The quality of the scanned images tends to 
be poor with anything other than very bold line drawings 
as originals. 

Photographs are near to impossible, even photocopied, 
despite what it says in the advertising, I was less dis- 
enchanted with The Desktop Publisher. As a budget 
graphics system it suits my needs adequately. But I bought 
it with the intention of producing a letterhead, and in that I 
was disappointed. 

The jagged appearance of larger than default size text 
spoiled everything I tried to do. Eventually, I gave up and 
bought LocoFont. Our letterhead is now printed with a 
coloured ribbon using copperplate style at a fraction of the 
cost of buying ready made stationery from the local printers. 

The main bulk of our work is producing error free copies 
of clients' manuscripts to send to publishers for consideration. 
Two of our current clientele own PCWs of their own {an 
8256, and a 9512), but most of the new work comes in 
typed on various machines from portable Silver Reeds, to 



Graphic detail 



The good name and reputation of the Northern 
Star Literary Agency has been based mainly 
on our early successes with crime fiction and 
children's picture stories. Soth are popular 
types of book, but are also notoriously difficult 
to place with publishers. 

Our first chance to diversify however, was 
early in 1989, when Geraldine Kennedy came 
lo the Agency with a current affairs 
manuscript dealing with the recent history of 
Northern Ireland. A thorny subject about 
which there are books enough already to till a 
large mobile library. 

Our problem, was how to make 
Geraldine s project different enough, and 
attractive enough to stand out amongst 
the pile In a publisher's 



pending tray. One way, was to produce a set of 
maps and diagrams to illustrate the text. 
Geraldine already had The Desk Top 
Publisher and Masterpack for her PCW6256. 
so it was a simple matter to draw rough maps 
on A4 paper, transfer them to the PC W 
through Masterscan, then tidy them up and 
add detail with The Desk Top Publisher, Six 
maps were produced in this way, as well as 
bar and pie charts to illustrate statistical 
paints, and a stylised drawing for the eventual 
front cover of the book. 

These, along with photographs 
commissioned from various sources gave 
exactly the polished, professional effect 
needed, There are now no less than three 
■ major publishing houses Interested in 
the project, and negotiations are, as 
they say, progressing steadily. 
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Masterscan [£49 tiom Database Software - 0625 S783S8) and The Desktop Publisher (£29.95 
Iran the same people) make a winning combination 1 
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Using LocoFile. we keep a huge 1 75K dslaliie which lists every single 
publishing company In the UK and the types ol manuscript Ihey handle. 



antique Remingtons. 

Since even the cleanest of text needs some adaptation, 
we usually have the whole manuscript transcribed to disc 
immediately, and of course LocoScript comes into its own at 
that point. We couldn't manage without LocoSpell, and the 
'idiot-friendly' disc manager screen is ideal for long novels, 
with one chapter per file. 

Pick and choose 

The re-numbering facility in LocoScript 2, which allows an 
entire book, maybe 300 pages long, spread over thirty or so 
files, to be re-sequenced in a matter of minutes, is a great 
time-saver and makes editing so much easier. 

The most recent addition to our business software was 
LocoFile which has proved invaluable. We produced a huge 
1 75k datafile listing every publishing company in Great Britain 
and the types of manuscript they handle. 

From this master file, we can use LocoMail to extract all 
the publishers who might prove suitable for a particular work 
and construct smaller individual files specific to each 
manuscript. From these we can select the publishers most 
likely to be interested in buying the work. It saves shuffling 
through dog eared copies of The Writers' & Artists' Yearbook. 
{Yes, literary agencies use it too). 

The fact that LocoFile is fully integrated into the 
LocoScript system was our main reason for selecting it rather 
than any other more powerful database working separately 
under CP/M. For our purposes, LocoFile was one of the best 
buys since LocoScript 2 itself. If they could design a 
LocoSpread as well, we'd really be rolling. 

However, with all the dictionaries and fonts loaded and 
the main datafile which can't be squashed any more because 
of lack of memory space, the next investment will probably be 
a memory upgrade RAM pack. 

Thoroughly modern agency 

So here we are, getting bigger and better every day. The 
question is, how big? Eventually' of course, it would be nice to 
have a bright, roomy suite of offices down town with half a 
dozen VDU operators. They'll all have to know the 
LocoScript family though. 

Despite pressure from those who claim to know better, 
we're staying with the PCW and LocoScript. I've used 
several word processing packages including WordStar (on an 
Amstrad PC), Mini Office (on a BBC Micro), several WordStar 
clones, and an irritating package called Smart (which I found 
to be anything but and would gladly burn if I ever see it again) 
but coming back to Loco Script's friendly Disc Management 
Screen is like a breath of fresh air. 

Unless Amstrad do anything drastic like scrapping 
production of the 8256. 8512 or 9512, our future plans for the 
N.S.L.A (by the way any similarity between our initials and a 
group of Scots subversives is purely accidental) involve a 
roomful of PCWs. ■ 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



HARDWARE 



5.25" DISC DRIVES 

We now stock 5.25" fully compatible 

disc drives for the PCW range. They 

are directly addressed by CPM and 

require no extra software. 

PCW 8256 Si 9512 5.25" drive...! 139.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



Protext (Full Version) 39.95 

Protext Office 29.95 

Locoscript 2 21.95 

Locospell (for Loco 2) 18.95 

Locoscript 2 & Locospell 31.95 

LocoMail (for Loco 2) 28.95 

LocoFile {state if 95 12} ...28.95 

Supertype II font program 12.95 

Tasword 8000 17.95 

TasSpell 11.95 

TasPrint (extra fonts) 10.95 



DESKTOP /GRAPHICS 



Desktop Publisher 19,95 

as above with AMX Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 69.95 

Micro Design 2 54.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 95.95 

Masterpaint (graphics) 15.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 59.95 

Masterscan (optical scanner) 54.95 

N.B. Masterscan is for 8256/K5 12 only 

Masterpack (Scan & Paint) 59.95 

as above with AMX Mouse 99.95 

AMX Desktop (WIMP Environment) 

with AMX Mouse 64.95 

AMX Mouse and Interface only ..47.50 



MJC SPECIAL: 

PROTEXT CPM 

Full Version including Spellchecking 

& powerful Mail-Merge routines. 

RRP £59,95 

OUR PRICE JUST £39,95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile KOOO ...34.95 

Locofile (8256/8512) 28.95 

Locofile(9512! 28.95 

At Last Plus 29.95 

Comi* Card Index (8256/K512) 25.95 

Comis Card Index (9512) 25.95 

Minerva First Base , 25.95 



TUTORIAL 



French Mistress 15.95 

German Master .15.95 

Spanish Tutor..... 15.95 

Italian Tutor.. 15.95 

tansy si Crash Course Typing 19.95 

Iansyst Two Finger Typing 19.95 



BUSINESS/FINANCIAL 



Comix Invoicing 45.95 

Comix Simple Accounts II 55.95 

Comix Job Estimator 59.95 

Comix Product Costing 59.95 

Digita's DG Payroll(85 12/95 12 only (29.95 

Monev Manager Plus 32.95 

Money Manager PCW 39.95 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Plan-It (Home Accounts) 15.95 

Stockmarkel (share analysis) 32.95 

Supercalc2 55.95 

Minerva First calc .25.95 

Mini Office Professional... 25.95 



ITS BACK 

The Original 
MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

Since the release of Mini Office 

Professional Plus, customers have been 

askinsi (in the original program. No spell 

checker, no thesaurus, just the original five 

modules, comprising Word Processor. 

excellent Spreadsheet. Database, 

Presentation Graphics and 

Communications. They would also prefer a 

new manual and/or a copy of the John 

Hughes "All In One..." book. 

Now you can have both!! 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
RRP £39.95 OUR PRICE £25.95 

If you still require the spell checker and 

thesaurus and you have an 85 12 or 95 12. the 

'new' Mini Office Professional Plus 

is still available. 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Suitable for 95 12 and supplied with 
necessary cable. 

Citizen 120-D 139.95 

Panasonic KXP-1081 ......159.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 1 179.95 

Star LC- 10 Mark 2 (quicker) 199.95 

Star LC24-10 (call for advice) ...259.95 
Prices include normal 12 month 'return 
to dealer' guarantee. For 12 month on- 
site Service Contract just add £5.00. 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C Compiler 39.95 

Hisoft C Compiler 39.95 

Nevada Cobo! 39,95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisoft Devpac 80 V2 ..39.95 

Maxamll 39.95 

Nevada Fortran 39.95 

Hisoft Forth 18.95 



GAMES 



Bridge Player 2 150 24.95 

Classic Collection I (not 9512).] 1.95 
Classic Collection 2 (not 95 12) . 1 1 .95 

Classic Games 4 15.95 

Clock Chess '89 15.95 

Colossus Chess 4 1 1 .95 

Corruption 19.95 

Guild of Thieves 19.95 

Jinxter 19.95 

Lancelot.. 15-95 

PCW Challenge (not 95 12) 11.95 

Scapeghost 1 5.95 

Tomahawk 15.95 

Trivial Pursuit 15.95 

Head Coach v.3 13.95 

World of Soccer 13.95 

Starglider 19.95 



BOOKS 



All In One Mini Office 1 1 .95 

Mallard Basic 9.95 

Program Your PCW 7.95 

Programming the Z80 ....19.95 

PCW Machine Code 13.95 

CP/M Bible 16.95 



CONSUMABLES 



Amsoft or Maxell CF2's (as available) 

10 off. 23.95 

5 off.. ...13.00 

PCW 8256/8512 RIBBONS 

Standard 14m Fabric Each 3.95 

two 7.00 

Higher quality /density fabric 4.95 

PCW 9512 RIBBONS 

Amstrad brand Film Multistrike..3.95 

Box of 12 42.00 

Unbranded continuous fabric 2,95 

N.B. Fabric ribbons do not give as good a print 

quality aafilmlearbon ribbons even when new. 

hut as they are continuous will lust a lot longer. 

Recommended for draft copies 

or in-liouse memos. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW 8256/8512 Dust Cover Set .9.95 

PCW 9512 Dust Cover Set 10.95 

PCW 8xxx Printer extension lead! 1.95 
PCW 9512 Printer extension lead 12.95 

1000 Fan-fold address labels 6.95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner...... ..6.95 

PCW 95 12 Daisy wheels: AH at .£5.95 
choose from: 

Courier (10) Orator (10) 

Script (12) Prestige Elite (12) 

Recta (10) Thesis (Prop) 

Letter Gothic (10/12) Mini Gothic (15) 



B AM C L A'V C AWI? 



Ail prices INCLUDE VAT, postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 

MJC SUPPLIES pls 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9TS 



Tel: (04621 432897 / 420847 / 421415 for Enquiries/Credit orders 
CALLERS WELCOME Mon to Fri 9.30 - 5.00. Sat 10.00 



4.00 



ONLINE 



Help Is at 
phone 

Oilier non-commercial on-line 
daiabases set up recently 
include WIN (Welsh 
Information Network: more 
details from CaerphillyJCaerfilli 
86922«869111)sndSCD- 
DATA (mm live Scottish Council 
in Disability (03 1 £29 8632). 



EVERYMAN 

It's not only news-hungry journalists or large companies 
who use on-line databases; the community at large 

has a use for them too. Andrew Bibby explores 
Volnet - a new system for voluntary organisations. 



If you recoil in horror at the amount of money you and your 
family spend each quarter in making phone calls, you may 
have recoiled still further at the idea that your PCW can be 
plugged in to your telephone line and used to explore the 
world of computer communications - Comms. 

Even if you've taken the plunge {as an increasing number of 
PCW users are doing) and equipped yourself with the necessary 
modem, interface and software, your experience of comms may 
have been limited to calling up bulletin boards, accessing 
Prestel, perhaps, or using an electronic mail (E-Mail) service like 
Telecom Gold - the sort of uses which, if you're sensible, 
shouldn't boost your phone bills by very much. 

Going on-line to search one of the commercial databases - 
like the Financial Times' Profile database (reviewed in last 
month's 8000 Plus) - can seem an altogether different matter: 
something best left to big business, or to the computer 
enthusiast with more money than sense. 

That's not entirely fair however. For example, it's possible to 
use Profile efficiently, so that even though the on-line charge is 
typically about £2 a minute - you can get the information you 
need very quickly. Taking your enquiry to the nearest public 
library could easily cost you a lot more. 

Nevertheless, most commercial databases are set up for 
business or professional users, and are priced accordingly. As 
businesses themselves, they're obviously designed to be profit- 
generating. 

Trumpet voluntary 

So is it inevitable that on-line databases have to be limited to 
business users, or to those organisations with money to spend 
on high access fees? No. At least not according to the people 
who have recently set up Volnet UK, a new on-line database 
designed for the voluntary sector' - local community 
organisations and campaigns, self-help groups, advice 
organisations and charities who also need up-to-date information 



Mercury Communications are trying to compete with British Telecom in several areas of 
telephone business, and Mercury 5000 has been set up as a rival for BT's Packet Switch 
Stream (PSS) service. P5S - and Mercury 5000 - provide a convenient conduit for data 
communications around the country. 

For example, although it's possible to access comms services like Telecom Gold, and 
indeed Votnet, by dialling up the central computer in London direct, it's usually cheaper and 
better to go via PSS or Mercury 5000. 

This is partly because there is likely to be a 'node' (access point) near you, so that if you 
live outside London you won't need lo pay the full long-distance phone charges you would 
otherwise incur. 

Bui BT's PSS and Mercury 5000 operate through dedicated lines which only carry 
data communications - so that there is a much belter chance of your data being transmitted 
and received without corruption. 

Of course, your comms messages will still have to use the ordinary phone lines from your 
home to the nearest node. Even if you use Mercury 5000 for accessing Volnet, BT will act as carriers 
lor Ihis part of the journey. 



L 



and who these days are also likely to be computer users. 
As is so often the case in the voluntary sector, Volnet 
has been launched on a low budget, and is relying on 
grants from trusts and from business sponsorship to get 
established. It's already attracted considerable goodwill 
and interest - after all, a lot of people would be pleased to 
see comms technology used to assist in social as well as 
commercial objectives. But there have been problems. 
Although Volnet was officially launched last May, the 
software took time to set up correctly, and the service has 
only really been operating since the end of last year. Not 
surprisingly, only a few people have so far signed up as 
subscribers. 

16,000 records 

Volnet is being jointly established by the Volunteer Centre 
and by Community Projects Foundation (CPF), two 
independent national charities funded partly by the 
government to provide resources and support for local 
initiatives throughout the country, Both parent 
organisations have substantial libraries of books, 
newspaper articles and so-called 'grey literature' (informal 
reports, conference papers and articles in newsletter and 
small circulation magazines), which they have combined 
to provide the core of the Volnet database. 

What Volnet provides therefore is brief information on 
some 16,000 separate 'records', each one a publication or 
article. (The full text isn't available on-line, though Volnet 
makes it fairly easy to obtain copies of anything you want 
- see box opposite). Issues covered include voluntary 
work, youth issues, welfare rights, housing, education, co- 
operatives, disabilities, the care of the elderly, rural 
development and much else. 

It's altogether a very commendable effort and could 
potentially help many community groups keep up-to-date 
with developments. Hopefully it's also the sort of service 
which could appeal to many PCW users. 

But alas - nothing in the comms world is yet as simple 
as it should be. If you want to access Volnet from a PCW, 
you may be in for a bit of a challenge. 

In fact, at one stage whilst researching this article, it 
began to look to me as though Volnet was going to be 
completely impossible to access - and I was all set to tell 
LocoScript to abandon this edit. Fortunately, the story 
does have a happier ending - but nevertheless it's a 
cautionary tale both for PCW users and for the Volnet 
organisers themselves. 

Local vocals 

The issue, fundamentally, is that Volnet has had to rely on 
other people's generosity to get established. For example 
Cable and Wireless, the parent company of Mercury 
Communications, have allowed Volnet users free use of 
their data transmission service Mercury 5000 (the 
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equivalent of BT's PSS- Packet Switch Stream) - which 
means that users can access Volnet for the cost of a focal 
phone call to their nearest Mercury 5000 'node' (access 
point). Even W H Smith have chipped in, contributing 1000 
free folders for the manual. 

The problem for us PCW users is that Volnet also talked 
nicely to the North London Polytechnic, who agreed that the 
database could be held on its mainframe, for only a minimal 
charge. The North London Polytechnic, needless to say, 
takes its computing seriously and has equipped itself with a 
cluster of tour VAX computers (together comprising a 'midi' 
computer) made by the DEC company. To be able to 
communicate with the North London Polytechnic, the remote 
computer - in our case the PCW - has to pretend to be a 
VAX terminal itself, or at least to behave in the same way as 
VAX terminals behave. This is what's known as 'terminal 
emulation 1 , and it's something which is normally carried out 
without fuss by the comms software. 

Unfortunately, the North London Polytechnic's computer 
uses VT100 emulation - and this terminal emulation is not 
normally provided by the usual PCW comms software. 

For example, Dialup, a popular choice for many PCW 
comms users, happily got me into the Volnet section of the 
North London Polytechnic computer - but it wasn't able to 
make any sense of what the VAX then sent back: the screen 
rapidly filled with garbage. Sagesoft said that their Chitchat 
software only handled VT100 emulation tor PC-compatibles, 
not for the PCW range. 

The folks at Database Software, responsible tor the 
comprehensive Mini Office Professional package, weren't 
sure whether the comms part of the software handled VT1 00 
emulation or not - and after reading the manual I don't know 
for sure either. However, unless any MOP-using comms 
enthusiasts reading this can prove otherwise, the evidence 
seems to suggest that it can't. 

Finally, l turned to the COMM+ program, an involved 
piece of software which claims to be usable on over 1 00 
different types of computer, and which - probably because of 
its complexity - hasn't attracted much interest so far from 
PCW users. In fact, Andrew Margolis of Margolis and Co, the 
person responsible for the software, seemed to have almost 
given up on ever making PCW sales when I first spoke to 
him, muttering darkly about sending out more PCW review 
copies to computer magazines than he'd made sales. 

But game for a challenge, Andrew Margolis decided to do 
his best to prove that the PCW could be put on-line to Volnet 
- and a few days later a specially amended version of the 
basic COMM+ software arrived. Thanks to his efforts I can 
confirm that Volnet is. after all. within reach from a PCW. 

The market leader? 

Andrew Margolis says that he will provide the extra Volnet 
option with copies of COMM+ to anyone who requests it 
when ordering the software from him (it's also possible that 
the Volnet organisers themselves may later arrange to 
include it as part of a package deal for PCW users). In 
fairness, it has to be said that COMM+ wouldn't necessarily 
be first choice as software for newcomers to the comms 
world - it is certainly complicated. (The version quickly 
lashed up for me also had a number of bugs which would 
need to be sorted out before the additional Volnet option was 
commercially marketed.) 

But until the other software houses decide to adapt 
their PCW comms packages to include VT100 emulation, 
COMM+ looks, at the moment, as though it's got the Volnet 
market to itself. 

The question is - technical considerations apart - how 
many community organisations and individuals will decide to 
use Volnet, especially if they are not currently using their 
computers for comms at ail. Volnet has deliberately kept its 
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Service Nane : Uolnet 

Enulation trei : fell 

Parity/databits : 1811 

Speed I JEIJ 

Morten setup with ; IT -„,,,„ 

Phone nunber : QT 9s 23037W 



For enulation, parity, speed: 
Space for default values or - 

l=Uie»data 2=Scrollin9 9-ANSI 

S bits none or 7 bits even 

1=300 E=12»0 3=lE0O/75 

4=2*00 5=4800 6=9600 

For the ~ char hold EXTRA and type - 



In the folloMing log-on strings, each entry can contain up to HO characters. 
¥ou can enbed control codes with a control-P prefix (e.g. control-P return) . 
Press return to nove to next entry, or backspace for last, or cancel an entry 
by pressing delete, then return. In send strinss, the character will cause 
a short delay of approxinatelg one second and sou can chain an automatical la 
learnt secondary JCF for a service by enclosing the nane in (curls) brackets. 



Look for 
Look for 
Look for 
Look for 
Look for 
Look for 



•SERVICE!! 
Jtlsernaflell 
Continue!] 
JIdeiitif icationll 
^assuordll 



Send out 
Send out 
Send out 
Send out 
Send out 
Send out 
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"U0LNEIJJ 
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The specially created C0MM+ package with VT100 emulation. You won't be able lo log-on lo Volnet wiihout it. This shows 
Ihe derails of lite Volnet log-on procedure, Including passwords and phone, emulation and other essentials 



Date s 07 FEB 30 



UX/00124 vl.92 Volunteer Centre (UK) rre-ren se copy 

UOLNEI <Coiwunitg and Uoluntarg Sector Database) 
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I mo Volnel for real litis time. This screen will open vistas oi helpful information 10 you. All Ihe key combinations actually 
mean thai you should press (EXIT] followed by the relevant number. Thanks are due to the North London Polytechnic. 



cost low (local groups and individuals can join for £25 + VAT 
though national agencies and government departments are 
charged rather more). Unusually, too. there is no access 
charge for using Volnet - which means that, thanks to the 
Mercury 5000 link, the only cost will be the price of a local- 
rate phone call. 

Volnet's task now is to market itself properly to its 
potential users - and to hope that in the future, rather more 
people will start to realise the potential of on-line information 
databases. 

More details about Volnet can be obtained from Jenny 
Harman, The Volunteer Centre, 29 Lower Kings Rd, 
Berkhampstead. Herts HP4 2AB (0442 873311} or from 
Community Projects Foundation, 60 Highbury Grove, London 
N5 2AD (01-226 5375) 

if you would like to log-on to Volnet but don't have 
the right software (and who does?) you can get more 
information, and maybe even obtain a Volnet compatible 
version of Comm+, from Margolis and Co at 51 E Guildford 
Street, London WC1N 1ES (01-278 3032). COMM-t- costs 
£75 plus VAT. • ■ 



Booked and sent off 

Volnet is a bibliographical database, which means that it carries details about books and articles 
- the author, publisher, dale of publication, number of pages and a short abstract of the 
contents - but not the complete text. 

It you find a reference to an article using Volnet and decide you want to read it, the 
Volunteer Centre and Community Projects Foundation are offering photocopies for a nominal 
50p each by post, (If Ihe books are not in print they can be obtained from the British Library 
lending section). 

This is perhaps not an entirely satisfactory arrangement, and Volnet have promised to 
replace it with an on-line ordering service, as soon as the software can be rewritten and 
copyright problems sorted out. It will then be possible for Volnet users to automatically arrange 
for articles they are interested in to be posted to them - similar to the response frame system on 
Prestel, for example. 
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S K MARKETING 
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COMPUTER SUPPLIES 



< 4 4 



LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



10 Fulham Broadway, London SW6 1 AA. Telephone 01 381 6618/9 (24hours) FAX: 01 -381 0528 



Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station • District Line 



COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 



BRITAINS BEST SELLING WORDPROCESSING RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256 



• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 256K RAM 

• High res. screen 

• 1 80K 3' disc drive 

B 9 pin dot matrix pr inter 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLO 

• Locoscripi software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£315 

On-sne maintenance please add £30.00 





AMSTRAD PCW 8512 






• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 512K RAM 

• High res. screen 

• li 180K * 720K3"drives 

• 9 pin dot matrix printer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscripi software 

• CP'M Plus with GSX 4 Df.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£399 

On-site maintenance please add £30.00 



ACCESSORIES PCW 9512 ■■ 3" CF2 DISCS FOR AMSTRAD 



Vortex 40MB Hard Drive £499.00 

CPS 9512 AMSTRAD R5232 

P'S Interface £49.00 

SKM 256K to 5t2K Memory Upgrade Kit 
with fitting instruction P.O.A. 

FD4 Second Disk Drive 8256 £1 ! 5.00 

PC W Dusl Covers ( 3 piece mc) £9.00 

3" Drive Cleaning Kit £9.50 

Margin Maker £10.50 



SKM SCOOP 

maxell 

CF-2per 10 £22 00 

CF-2per20 £42.00 

CF-2per30 £63.00 

A'MSOFT 

CF-2par 10 £24.00 

CF-2pef20 £45.00 



PCW RIBBONS 



PRINTER QTV 

AMSTRAD 2+ 

ftWKKJS^NYlON £130 
B:WKS«ffil2G«ia0N £J 75 
KW HIHWI COUMH £5 00 
PCWSlfOTLON PSO 

PCW ?S1? CARBON. £4.75 



QTV 
S+ 

EJM 

£1.50 
£175 
£3.30 
£150 



QTV 
10* 
£350 
£4 00 

£4.50 
£3 00 
£100 



AMSTRAD PCW MAINTENANCE KIT 




AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 
PRODUCT CODE TYPEFACF 

Courier to Prestige Pica 10 

Recta 10 Oratorio 

Letter Gothic 10/12 Prestige Elite 12 

Scnol IS Mini Gothic 15 

Each £6.00 
For other printer ribbons please call 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCWfiy Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Slep Guide lo Locoscripi £4.95 

All in One Mini Office Professional ...El 1 .50 
De&lop Punishing wilh the Amslrad PCW .E9.50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9-95 

Locoscript 2 Amstrad PCW £11,95 

Locoscripi - Mail - Spell £7.95 

Looking into Locoscript 2 £13.95 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 
CARRIAGE FREE!! 



WORDPROCESSING 



Pretext £35.00 

LdCOSCnpt 2 E22.00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell2 .£38.00 

LocospellE £18.00 

Locomail 1 &2 £36.00 

Locolont 1 £17.00 

Locolont 2 £13.00 

Locofite £25.00 

New-Woid II £42.00 

Sage Accounts £58.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £86.00 

Sage Invoicing .£40.00 

Sage Payroll £40,00 

Money Manager. £24.00 

DG Payroll £26,00 

Map Integrated Accounts £90.00 

Belter Mains (Age 12-16) £14.00 

Physics (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Chemistry (Age 12-1 6) £17.00 

Biology (Age 12-16) £17,00 

Better Spelling (8-Adutt)... £14.00 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) , £14.00 

Maths Mama [Age 8-12) £14 .00 

Sage Chitchat £69.00 

Easy Labeller £21 .00 

Rotate £16.00 

AMX Mouse & Destdop Utilities £47 00 

Crash Course Typing £20.00 

Two Fingers Typing £17.00 

Daata Fax £32.00 

E-Type £18.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 




• Z80A processor 

• 512KRAM 

• 3" 720K dtive 

• 83 Key Keyboard 

• High res. papa rwhite monitor 

• Wide carriage bi-directional daisy wheel printer 

• 20CPS single & tractor feed 

• Locoscnpt 2 software inlcudes Locospell 
& Locomail 

• CP'M Plus with GSX S Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WITH PCW 9512 

£430 

On-site maintenance please: add £39.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



StarLCIO Multifont Printer £150,00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £185.00 

PANASONIC PRINTFHS 

Panasonic KX-P 11 24 

Diafl - 160 cps. MLO - 63 cps £265.00 

Panasonic KX-P1180 

Draft - 132 cps. NLQ - 38 cps £166.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Streel Editor Plus £39,00 

Stop Press £29 00 

Stop Press ♦ AMX Mouse £54,00 

Micro Design, II £45,00 

Database Software £20.00 

Database DTP * AMX Mouse £57.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc2 £40.00 

Cracker II (Turbo) £35.00 



GRAPHICS 







Mm&- 


MaslerScan and 
Master Palm 

£55,00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Master File 8000 £35.00 

Dbasell £60 00 

Dalastore II £29 00 

Al Last Plus £19.00 

Cambaseil £32.00 



Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs ■ Wordprocessor 
■• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 
• Communications Interactive 

OUR PHICE ONLY £27,00 



Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 

SALES HOTLINE 
Ol - 381 - 6618 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



The A5F9512 is an automata: sheet feeder 
lor use with the PCW 9512 II Will hold up to 30 
sn&ets oT paper enabling either multi-paga 
documents or mail-merged tellers to he printed 
unattended, thereby releasing the user lor olher 
la&ks and improving! productivity The Sheet Feeder 
can be attached or removed in second?., leaving ;he 
printer to accept individual sheets of paper or the 
standard iraeior assembly. 




ACC0USTIC HOOD FOR YOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

• Se& through lid keeps nense in and dusl out 

Hood and Stand £89.00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

951 2 with She-etfeeder 

OUR PHICE 

£120 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 




£12,00 




£14.00 




£11 00 


The Pawn 


£13.00 

£17.00 


Trivial Pursuits 

Head Over Heels 


£14.00 

£11 00 

£14 00 




£12.00 



Tetris £14.00 

Clock Chess £14 00 

Steve Davis Snooker £1t,00 

Classic Games 4 £14.00 

Time a Magic ttO.DO 

Brian Cloughs Football £10.00 

Colossus Bndge £12.00 

Mindtighler £15.00 

Living Daylights £14.00 

PCW Challenge- £1 2.00 

Times Jubilee Crossword £16.00 

Sun Crossword 2 £14.50 
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GREEN 

£12.00 • Classic Software • 12 Manor Drive, Stewkley, 
Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7 OJE 

It wasn't too long ago that to be green meant either a particularly bad channel crossing 
or the sight of someone else's Faberge egg. Now, however, if you're not Green then 
you're just plain mean. Classic Software have picked up on this with an eco-drama 
game which balances strategy and violence and is set in a forest . 

At-issue, at-issue! 

The game sees you as a kind of ecological guerilla. You are in a forest which, like too 
many others, is being chopped into matchwood by lumberjacks whose favourite film 
appears to be The Texas Cbainsaw Massacre. 

Unlike other games where you play against the clock, in Green you play against 
Global Warming; the more trees felled, the hotter the atmosphere. Not only this but the 
lumberjacks will stop at nothing, you included, to gel their quota of timber. They will kill 
you if they find you. So the answer's simple, do it to them before they do it to you. 
Except that it's not that simple at all. You also have a stock of Morality Points to maintain 
and killing an axe-wielding, tartan-shirt-wearing lunatic will devastate your moral 
standing. So at least we know that you're a goody. 

Tree's company 

What can you do? Several things actually. You can set traps by digging holes and 
covering these with branches. As the manual so cuttingly puts it, "Once a lumberjack 
has fallen into a trap, it is no longer a trap. It is a hole with a man in it" and you cant 
argue with that. However, as the program also states, "Be careful not to bury 
lumberjacks alive as this could have a serious effect on your morality." 

Other weapons at your disposal are your trusty spade, although it is inadvisable for 
obvious reasons to use this in your defence. You might even, at a pinch, use an axe. 
The best strategy overall is to try to outrun the foe. This is theoretically possible by 
pressing [SHIFT] in concert with the movement keys. Here lies the rub. You move by 
use of the [z] and [x] keys for left and right and the [m] and [k] for up and down. This 
takes some getting used to if you have previously used the cursor keys or the more 
traditional [o].[p],[q].[a] key combination on other games. 

For some reason, probably the number of times the keyboard is scanned by the 
program, the reaction of movement to keypress is slow. Pressing (SHIFT) when 
approached by the enemy means that you only stop for a second before hurtling off. 
And unless you move around with the [SHIFT] key permanently depressed, you have no 
chance of outrunnning anyone. The Catch 22 here is that if you run everywhere you 
tend to miss turnings. 

Leaf well alone 

So far it sounds bad for the Green guerilla goodies. But help is at hand. One of your 
colleagues has hidden a charge of TNT. It is your task to plant this near the lumberjacks' 
hut and detonate it. This is not to kill the chaps but merely to remove their warmth, 
comfort and thick sock supply. Once this has been achieved, the hope is that they will 
vacate the forest. 

Again life is not easy and the lumberjacks will look for the TNT. If they find it before 
you do, things really will start to get complicated. You find yourself building traps, 
running in all directions with that Global Warming increasing in front of your eyes. 

According to the game specifications, Green should be a strategy outing. The only 
real problem is that everything tends to happen too fast. It's hard to be truly effective 
when you feel your control is limited. The interesting point here is that there is a kind of 
perverse addictiveness to the game. After a while, you work up such a true-blue (or 
rather true-Green) hatred for the lumberjacks who keep on popping out at you from 
anywhere and everywhere, that you find yourself playing it for hours. ■ 




With ail this running around in the open air. you will sdou find you -eect 

lots ol energy To gain this you must find, and pick-up (and presumably eal?], 

the occasional lunchboxes which are scattefed around the place. 




Ocops! Now you really do have a problem. Hie lumberjack is irclmg oft 
the charge, so you will have to lay some pretty heavy haps and twee 
the wood sprites smile on you and not him ... otherwise all is lost, 



At the outset, Green is irritating, quick and 
impossible to win. Persevere and this changes. 
Before you know it, you become obsessed with 
defeating the blood-thirsty lumberjacks. At 
£12.00 it is far from over-priced. Not really an 
essential buy but certainly not one to sully the 
PCW software hoard. Fast, fun - play it. 
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THE WORDSMITHS 

Just what are the word processing alternatives to LocoScript and 

Protext - and how feasible are they? Sharon Bradley, 

Tim Smith and a few 8000 Plus readers find out 
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Travelling ten miles in the wind and rain to buy a Big Mac and chips 
when you have an excellent cordon bleu restaurant on your front 
doorstep doesn't, it has to be confessed, make a whole lot of sense. 
And yet thoughts such as this will doubtless be fleeting across the 
minds of a nation of PCW users as they draw up a chair in front of the fire with 
the latest copy of 8000 Plus to read this very article. Who are we trying to kid? 
Are there really any viable alternatives to LocoScript and Protext. 

Here at 8000 Plus, we're used to lauding the qualities and denigrating the 
shortcomings of the two most popular word processing programs for the 
PCW: LocoScript and Protext. And we fall naturally into the trap of assuming 
that if a PCW user is not using one. he will certainly be using the other. 

LocoScript had the advantage of arriving part and parcel of the PCW 
package, rising to instant stardom as it catered immediately and with 
a minimum of fuss to the needs of the hesitant word processing new 
comer, Faultless Gilmour direction and effortless layouts confirmed LocoScript 
1 . and its younger successor LocoScript 2, as the darlings of PCW owners - 
almost everywhere. 

Then came Protext; its appeal supplanted the native charm of LocoScript 
for those turbo-charged PCW owners who were less interested In producing 
perfectly-tailored letters than they were concerned about spinning off the 
pages of their latest novel. Efficient scrolling (essential for getting from one 
end to another of those steamy chapters quickly) and an at-the-drop-of-a-hat 
word count more than made up for its renownedly obfuscatory documentation. 

The old ones are the best 

Yet despite the obvious advantages of these programs, companies like Arnor 
and Database continued to "treat' the PCW market with new word processing 
software. Pocket Protext and the word processing module of Mini Office 
Professional were cases in point. And. surprising though it no ddubt sounds, 
there are PCW owners out there who have rejected the non-CP/M, all-in-one- 
package appeal of LocoScript and the sheer density of Protext in favour of old 
and trusted industry standards - like WordStar and its younger cousin 
NewWord. Sometimes the familiarity of a particular package can be its most 
enticing feature. 

But what sort of facilities are going to make a word processor a winner? 
Then again, it depends on the application that you have in mind for it. If your 
PCW is confined to working within a purely administrative context, the ease 
with which it can produce attractive professional-looking letters and reports is 
bound to be a major consideration. That - and its ability to carry out the 
heaviest mail-merge operation smoothly and efficiently, with a minimum 
amount of intervention from you. 

If. on the other hand, you use your PCW at home, within the confines of 
your own study, to write a thesis or a book, you will probably find the 
software's stylistic capabilities relatively unimportant. It's ability, on the other 
hand, to scroll quickly from one end of a long document to another, coupled 
with an up-to-the-minute word-count and excellent Search options is far more 
likely to prove itself indispensable. 

So just what are the alternatives to the long-acknowledged favourites 
and why do some PCW owners steadfastly refuse to abandon them? 
Let's take a look. 
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TASWORD 8000 

£24,95 • Tasman • 0532 438301 • 8000s only 

Roy Milliken from Long Eaton 
in Surrey is a firm Tasword 
devotee. As Editor of a regular 
society newsletter, he 
graduated from typewriter and 
Gestetner duplicator to PCW 
and photocopier, He applied 
himself to learning the delights 
of his machine's native word 
processor, LocoScript 1 , and it 
quickly became an 
indispensable tool. His 
decision to upgrade to 
LocoScript 2 was, he says, an 
unfortunate one. 
'I just couldn't get on with the program's hopelessly illogical 
[f2] Layout menu. I had grown so used to LocoScript 1 that I 
found the differences between the two programs very frustrating. 
It's written at the start of session 1 1 in the LocoScript 2 User 
Guide 'Note for LocoScript 1 users: LocoScript 2 Layouts work 
n a very different way from the Layouts you are used to,' How 
right they were!' 

Roy began using Tasword on the recommendation of his 
local software dealer who had always used it in his business. 
And although he admits that it took a little time to get used to, 
and that it has its quirks, he's stuck with it ever since. So what 
makes Tasword work for him? 




POCKET PROTEXT 

£29.95* Amor* 0733 68909 

The full-blown version of Protext is the standard word processor 
here in the 8000 Plus office. We use it for its speed and the 
ability it provides to get in and out of CP/M quickly and without 
fuss. Its little brother/sister Pocket Protext will provide all of the 
mainstay word processing tools, from cutting and pasting, 
finding and exchanging to formatting pages and Near Letter 
Quality printing. Headers and footers can be created and 
modified and it is possible to create your own character sets 
using the SYM command. 

So what's the difference between Protext and Pocket 
Protext? The most major one must be £30.00 - Protext in its 
full version goes for £59.95. Missing from Pocket Protext are 
the spell -checker, mail-merging facilities. Box and 
Typewriter modes. 

Unless you are preparing to carry out some extremely 
heavy-duty word processing - running an office or club for 
example - you will probably not miss any of these. The spell- 
checking option might appear to be quite a loss, but then 
again Pocket Protext does come equipped with a word counter, 
one of the main uses of spell -checkers on the PCW, so this 
may well compensate for that lack. Equally it is very rare for 
any PCW word "processor to arrive with a full spell checker, 
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Well, the program arrives with an extensive disc-bound tutor. Rather like an estate 
agent, this takes you on a guided tour of the house and its features. There are, for 
example, 21 different commands for moving the cursor around alone. 

Cursors! 

As Roy points out. 'It's unlikely that anyone will take the trouble to learn all of them, 
but it is handy to be able to go to the start of the document, the end, or a page or line 
number in the middle, And because the program works wholly in memory, it is very 
fast.' Tasword has no document template facility like Loco Script, an absence that Roy 
regards more as a help than a hindrance. In Tasword. a document's layout is 
determined using a)the ruler line at the bottom of the screen, b)the printer control 
characters and c)the print menu. The first decides fundamental layout details like 
where the margins and tabs are to be positioned. The second determines the size 
and style of the typeface to be used, while the third, which is displayed on the screen 
at the time of printing, allows you a number of options: which line-spacing to use, 
whether to print page numbers and, if so, where. 

Comments Roy. 'Document planning is so simple and straightforward with 
Tasword; you just concentrate on the text you are going to produce,' 

Mark my word! 

Tasword incorporates a useful and comprehensive marker system which enables you 
to automatically go to any point in your text file. For instance, if you are writing your 
next best seller, you couid put a number marker (they go from to 9) at each chapter 
head. Dash markers also come into operation if you wish to mark a certain point in 
the text for inserting further information at a later date. 

As Roy points out, 'There is also an efficient Search and Find/Replace facility. On 
pressing [ALT] and [R] together, you are presented with a small menu asking you to 
enter the word to be found or replaced and whether case is to be ignored or not. You 
are then prompted for the substitute text. Replacement text can be anything up to 80 
characters long and the program will ask you if you want to be (S)elective in the 
replacement. Alternatively, you can replace (A)ll occurrences of the word. If you 
choose (S)elective. the program will stop at each occurrence of the word and ask you 
if you want to replace it. It's a very useful facility.' 

Inevitably, there are some things that Roy doesn't like about the program. For 
example, he doesn't like the way in which it takes you straight into the document 
editing screen instead of accessing it via the opening menu. Neither is it possible to 
go straight to the CP/M A> prompt from within the program. And, as is the case with 
LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell, unexpanded 8256 owners might find space a tight 
commodity when Tasword is up and running alongside its spell checker, Tas-spell. 

But on the whole, Roy is happy with Tasword and plans to keep on using it in 
preference to LocoScript 2. He has found that its mailmerge and label- printing 
abilities more than make up for its occasional shortcoming. Concludes Roy, 'For those 
who are perfectly satisfied with the good old dot-matrix printer, Tasword is a most 
useful and easy program to learn and use - and it doesn't cost an arm and a leg.' 
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Tasword 's help screen; II might look cramped but i I's certainly informative 
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Your working area - complete with ever-present help and, below, ruler line 
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DOCUMENTATION 3/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 
EASE OF USE 4/5 PERFORMANCE 4/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 15/20 



especially at under £30,00. 

Although the manual would have you believe that Pocket Protext cannot handle 
EXEC (executable) files, this is, thankfully, not true. EXEC files are one of the more 
powerful features of Protext, They allow you to set up key definitions at the start-of- 
day, create phrase files and generally automate your working practices in a fairly 
simple and straightforward manner. 

Pocket Protext works from the 'command line", unlike LocoScript which makes 
use of menus. It's a subjective question as to which you prefer, but purely on the 
basis of speed, Pocket Protext is ahead. 

Forming columns 

The Box function which we mentioned earlier on is most useful when you need to 
print in columns - a perennial request in the Tipoffs pages. Its omission from Pocket 
Protext again points to the fact that this stripped down version is aimed mainly at the 
letter writer, student, programmer in fact anyone who wants to get words on disc 
and paper and can live without fancy frills . 

As for the lack of mail merging facilities; the ability to create round-robin letters 
or circulars with information automatically inserted from data files, this might appear 
fairly dramatic at first. But the average user, the person who works from home or 
school will never have a need for such an official form of document. 

Basically then, Pocket Protext sets out to be a fast, no nonsense word 
processor. You can still make use of the Calculation function - to tot up bank 
balances, do the pools or as an aid to programming and the access it allows to 
CP/M remains as unbeatable as the full version. 
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WORDSTAR 

Second hand only 

Bristol-based computer 
consultant, Annette Dougal. has 
been using WordStar for a long 
time; she says she finds it 
'comfortable - like coming back to 
an old pair of slippers.' And while 
it might sound odd to hear a user 
referring to a program in such 
affectionate terms, it has to be 
remembered that WordStar is 
generally regarded as being the 
industry standard as far as word 
processing is concerned. 
Though it is a far less intuitive package to get to grips with than 
LocoScript. millions of people continue to use it on business micros 
thatoutprice the PCW many times over. As Annette comments, If 
your company is one of those using WordStar, that could be a big 
enough reason for buying a copy of it for your PCW. Until LocoScript 
conquers the IBM-compatible market, it makes sense to use the 
same package at home and at work. If you use Cardbox or d BASE 
II, you will find that they share many of the same commands as 
WordStar and it is fairly easy to transfer information from them to the 
word processor.' 

The good news is that there's practically nothing you can't do 
with this program - provided you know the relevant code or 
command. This is the tricky part. Says Annette, "WordStar's 
commands are entered in two ways: as control characters or as dot 
commands. Control characters require you to hold down the [ALT] 
key and then press a key or series of keys. Dot commands begin 
with a full stop followed by two characters and possibly a number or 
other information. Often these characters are easy to remember; for 
example, pressing [ALT] and [F] together moves the cursor forward 
a word at a time and PL70 sets a page length at 70 lines.' 

These two-letter commands are generally used to control top 
and bottom margins, headers, footers and printing formats. 

Helpful screens 

WordStar will not prove particularly taxing for someone who is not 
interested in exploiting the program's more advanced features. The 
learning curve, however, soon becomes quite steep. 

Learning the commands can be a problem and the manual is not 




particularly helpful. 

WordStar does 

provide, however, a lot 

of help through a 

series of very 

comprehensive menus. 

Observes Annette, 

'The Help Menu is a 

mine of information, 

giving clear and 

detailed explanations 

of many of the 

program's commands, 

including margins and 

tabs, dot commands and print controls. The Onscreen Menu tells you how to 

control the layout of your text, as well as showing whether fetures such as 

justification are activated or not. The Block Menu deals with block 

commands, and file and disc management.' 

We asked Annette if there were any ways in which WordStar was an 
improvement on LocoScript. She particularly liked the way in which the 
[RETURN] and [ENTER] keys are interchangeable. You can also switch off 
the program's Insert mode and type over current text, making editing a much 
simpler operation. Having said that,' adds Annette, WordStar has no 
automatic relay facility. You must press [RELAY] or [ALT] and [B] together to 
reflow each paragraph. Plus, margins might be easier to change with 
WordStar, but they aren't saved with the document and, consequently, have 
to be reset each time.' 

One of the principal criticisms that Annette levelled at the program 
concerned its use of the PCW's special keys. Not all of them are used, while 
some are capable of producing very bewildering functions indeed. 'Take the 
[CAN] key: WordStar uses this as the Save and continue key, while pressing 
[PARA] produces the same reaction as LocoScript's [TAB].' 

Annette's final verdict"? WordStar was my first computer love. However, 
if you are a newcomer to word processing or have bought a PCW without 
knowing WordStar. I would, objectively, recommend LocoScript without 
hesitation. It is easier to use, makes full use of the screen and keyboard, 
and is much faster.' 
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MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

£39.95 • Database Software • 0625 873888 

Mini Office Professional's word processing package is just 
one of the five modules that this comprehensive suite of 
programs offers the PCW user. Past dealings with the 
program, which have featured time and time again in the 
pages of the magazine, have revealed that where it is good, 
it tends to be very good; where it is not so good, on the other 
hand, it is absolutely lousy. 

One advantage that it can offer is its ability to function as 



part of an integrated whole - hand in hand with the database 
module, in particular. But, although Mini Office's mailmerge 
facility is an extremely powerful feature of the package as a 
whole, it would be misleading to suggest that it can match the 
polish and efficiency of a package like LocoMail. 

The word processor works in a very different way to its 
LocoScript rival. This means, inevitably, that you're going to 
have to spend a little time getting to know your way around it. 
Although Mini Office's commands are nowhere near as 
arcane-sounding as, say, WordStar's (faint traces of logic can 
be detected after a while), they are still very far removed from 
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The word count: press [EXTRA) and [A] lo lind out the damage 
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NEW WORD 

£69.00 • Newstar 
Software • 0245 265017 

Peter Philippson works at the 
Manchester Gestalt Centre and 
has been using NewWord for 
some years now. His main reason 
for plumping for this package was 
that Loco Script 1 was too slow. 
LocoSchpt 2 and Protext had not 
been released and that he had 
been using WordStar. 

Before the PCW hit the world, 
the nearest to a standard 
wo rdp races sing system for the 
IBM machines was WordStar, NewWord is accepted as being a 
clone of this standard. Using commands from the keyboard and 
menu instead of pull-down menu systems where you cursor from 
one option to the next, or Protext's command line structure, 
NewWord offers separate menus which provide a number of 
[ALT|+letter commands. These can be entered easily as you are 
typing, a facility which appealed no end to Peter as a touch typist, 

"NewWord's key combinations are designed to be typed quickly 
without moving your hands rather than for ease of remembering. It is 
basically an extension of touch-typing. Similarly, NewWord has a 
margin release command to temporarily change the length of the 
line without having to adjust the margins - I use it to put in margin 
numbers." Once you are used to the command structure, this ability 
to keep working speeds up the entire process of writing. 

Peter comments that "l found the conditional mail-merge and 
ability to support other printers very useful. I also like the sheer 
amount of on-screen help available and its unobtrusiveness if you 
don't want it." 

There are three levels of help available depending on your 
experience and requirements. Once you have conquered the rather 
American manual ('You're doing great!' messages abound) you will 
probably find that you only need help level 1 - the least. 

Easy header 

Another feature of the program which attracted Peter was the way in 
which it deals with file-handling. Unlike any other system. NewWord 
" ... has a sophisticated use of User numbers and extends CP/M in 
two ways; first of all, each disc is divided into 32 User numbers (the 
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create a new docunent 
i create or change n on -document 
■^ print a docunent 
. nerge print a document 
9 protect a docunent 

—I (exit) 



logged disk dr 



rRfiHES.Dfil 
PRO TEXT. CFG 



COMMAND. HU> 

UfllilERl.SMI 
READ. ME 



DIM.UF.DdI 
LOCO. SUB 

REMOTE 



DOWNLOAD -UDr 
MODEM. MT 
STARTUP 



DUBAS.EAS 

HEUD.BAS 

irMPLAI.DLP 



OI7.HLF 

PCH.PTR 

U 



t looks like WordStar, il teels like WordStar ■ but, by golly it's NewWord's opening screen 
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Creating a document in NewWoid: the rather strange key combinations become second nature alter a while 



PCW implementation of CP/M+ only allows for 15 User Groups). Secondly, it 
is easy to move between them, and, say, copy a file from disc A: User 24 into 
a file in disc B: User 1 7 just by typing [ALT]+K+R and. at the prompt, 
A24:FILENAME. Furthermore, the R command from the opening menu 
allows commands in one user number to be used in data in another. For 
example WC.COM (the word counter) from User 24 can be used to deal with 
a file in User group 15, " 

As well as all this, the software also " has multi-line headers and footers, 
unlike Protext and unlike LocoSchpt they can just be typed in with a dot 
command in front ". 

Overall, NewWord will probably feel alien to the LocoSchpt user, but for 
the touch-typist and for someone prepared to learn their way into a powerful 
system, it should pay dividends. 



NEWWORD 



DOCUMENTATION 3/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 4/5 PERFORMANCE 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 1 5/20 



the relative pick-and-point clarity of a LocoSchpt menu. 
[SHIFT] [ALT] [B], for example, will turn bold on, while 
[ALT] [B] turns it off again - and so on. 

Splitting image 

One advantage that Mini Office's word processor does 
have over LocoScript is its word counter - an absolutely 
essential requirement for journalists and novelists alike. All 
you have to do is press [EXTRA] and [A] any time to get 
the count displayed instantly on screen. 

Another extremely powerful feature of Mini Office's 
word processor that LocoScript doesn't have is its split 
screen. Press [f3] while in Edit mode and the screen will 
divide itself into two. The document that you were working 
on is retained in the first, top half; the bottom half, on the 
other hand, shows how the same document will look after 
printing, together with headers, footers, page numbers, 
stylistic alterations - and so on, 

This WYSIWYG feature is a very important one as it 
allows you a sneak preview of your finished output without 
actually going to the trouble of printing it out. If you don't 
like what you see. make the appropriate alterations to the 
document under Edit mode and press the [RELAY] key to 
see them in operation in the second screen. 

There is a similar Preview option under Print mode, 
your last chance of checking that everything is as it should 



be before you print out. Again, the document is typed to the 
screen before it is printed out. 

Mini Office is also very fast: you can zip effortlessly from 
one end of a 100-page document to the other in just a few 
seconds. This is another area in which this word processor 
manages to score lots of brownie points over LocoScript. 

Despite these advantages. Mini Office's word processor 
feels distinctly less robust on handling than LocoScript does. 
It always did harbour a strange predilection for crashing 
inexplicably at incredibly inopportune times, and Database's 
recent attempts to make the module more attractive by 
incorporating a thesaurus and spell checker did little to boost 
confidence. 

Still, as you will all have read in the news pages of even 
more recent issues of 8000 Plus, these disastrous additions 
have finally been laid to rest once and for all. The good news 
is that the version of Mini Office Professional (or perhaps we 
should say Mini Office Professional Plus) currently available 
is the old one - and, very definitely, the best. 



MINI OFFICE 



DOCUMENTATION 5/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 
EASE OF USE 4/5 PERFORMANCE 4/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 17/20 



Keys of 
the door 

One small comment about Ihe 
rattier strange, at first, key 
combinations m NewWord, 
-Although,' says Peter. ' I took 

some time to learn them. I can 
understand the rationale. I am 
a touch-typist and don't want 
to be moving my fingers too 
much off their normal position. 
The commands are designed 
to minimise this movemenl. 
Commands are usually of the 
form: Left hand on [ALT], right 
hand on K, or P then often 
followed by a left hand key. 
This is quick and easy to do, 
rather than Protext's tALTJ+X 
tor pnnt commands. The 
(alt|+0 (quick menu) 
command is an eiceotion and 
this is useful since it is (ess 
easy to trigger a powerful 
command by mistake.' 
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SPEECH SYNTHESISER - ONLY 
£49.95 inc P&P and VAT! 



Add a voice to your computer! 

Easy BASIC programming via 
any CENTRONICS parallel 
printer port. 

['Making it say things is a 

-m ypuHti.sEn J I doddle' ....PC PLUS 

'Not fust simple to use but 
great fun as well'....8000 PLUS 




We specialise in microprocessor data logging and 
control applications. Our hardware, software and 
mechanical engineering experience can help with your 
project whether it be control of a model railway or data 
acquisition on a factory production line. Hobby or 
industry, one-off or batches, please phone to discuss 
your requirements. 



Just some oi our stock items include: 

PCW Parallel 1/0 Interface - 32 I/O Lines £64.34 

PCW 8 eh. AtoD (needs above interface) £45.95 

SCA Professional Serial /CENTRONICS Interface £51.17 

SCA Prof Plus - as above + real time clock £60.95 

RS 232/PCW printer/PC printer cables (all) £10.06 

Z80A Single Board Micro Controller £109.20 

PC/XT/AT 48 Line Digital I/O + 3 counters £78.77 

PC/XT/ AT 12bit IBchAtoD. lehDtoA... £130.50 

PC/XT/ AT 8blt card AtoD/ DtoA/DlO/eounters £222.22 

Prices include VAT and P81P 
OEM, trade and overseas enquiries welcome 



SM ENGINEERING 

Telephone 0323-766262 




'St Georges' Lion Hill Stone Cross 
Pevensey East Sussex BN24 5ED 



KEMPSTON mouse 

Consists of a high 
resolution optically encoded 
mouse and dedicated 
mouse interface. The interface 
fits directly into the expansion 
port of the PCW. 

Compatible with: 

■ Micro Design (Creative 
Technology) 

■ Stop Press (AMS) 

■ Desktop Publisher (Database) 

■ Fleet Street Editor (Mirrorsoft) 

■ Master Paint (Database) 

■ DAATAfax (Kempston) 

■ Jeeves (Kempston) 



PANDAAL MARKETING LTD 
182A Bedford Road 
Kempston !>* 

Bedford MK42 8BL 




® 0234 855666 
FAX 0234 841331 
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TIMATIC SYSTEMS 



THE ORIGINAL WINCHESTER EXPANSION 

NEW LOW PRICE for the best 20 megabyte Hard Disk for all 
FCW's. Official Hard Disk version of CPM and 
LocoScript supplied with each WEB. Always supplied with 
expansion port for other devices and SCSI controller, 
together with the usual Timatic support utililies.Can be 
configured as 1 , 2 or 4 drives. £ 449.00 



CAMELION MULTIFORMAT SOFTWARE 

Read other 5 1/4" formats on the 5 1/4" Drive, including ICL, 

IBM, Osborne, PCW and CPC. £ 39.00 



5 1/4" 2nd, PCW DRIVE 

The original T DOS software INCLUDED with this Drive, 
allows transfer to and from PC format disks. Also available 
for CPC. £159.00 



MEGAMATE 

Megamate gives you everything you require to add a 3 1/2" 
1.44 MB disk drive to your PC, including the full Amstrad 
range. Supplied with a controller card the Megamate will read 
720 and 1.44 MB floppy disks. Includes support software for 
MS/DOS. £ 249.00 



DATA TRANSFER - MOVING TO A PC 

Do you require 3" data on 5 1/4" for any reason? We can 
copy your data to over 480 different CPM and PC formats. 
If you are considering upgrading to a new machine then talk 
to us first, you may well be able to use your existing data, 
even from programs such as LocoScript , dBase, Basic etc. 
Charge per disk transferred, plus any media used. £ 10.00 



MOVING UP TO A PC - HAVE NO FEAR - 
UNIFORM IS HERE 

Uniform PC will allow you to READ and WRITE your old 
CP/M disks with a suitable drive connected to the PC, We 
can also provide controller cards to allow you to connect any 
size drive to your PC including 8 inch, Uniform-PC lets you 
READ and WRITE data from over 400 CP/M machines, 
including the Amsirad PCW range. £ 69.95 



UNIDOSZ80PC 

Run PCW accounts programs on the PC. Unidos Z80 is a 
computer on a card that fits into the PC and will let you run 
programs like Sage Accounts or Payroll WITHOUT needing 
to change the software. 
INCLUDES Uniform PC. £ 129.95 



Postage is free. Please add VAT to the above prices. Please send 6x9 s.a.e for catalogue. 

Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, POM 1DJ, 

Telephone (0329) 239953/236727 Fax (0329) 237051 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders. 
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BOOK LOOK 

Driving instruction for technology tamers, reviewed by Rob Ainsley 



STEP BY STEP: 

USING THE AMSTRAD PCW9512 

by John Campbell 
£9.95 • Heinemann New 
Tech •0865 311366 




It is a truth universally 
acknowledged that too many 
computer experts assume we are 
already familiar with the subject 
they are supposedly explaining to 
us, and at best impress, at worst 
contuse, without managing to 
enlighten in either case. What 
most of us want when we get a 
PCW is not a deep understanding 
of LocoScripfs menu structure — 
it's which keys to press in order to 
write a letter. 

Some technical terms have to 
be learnt, of course; David Langford quotes the impatient learner driver in 
their first lesson. This is the clutch." says the instructor, "this is the 
accelerator, and this is the steering wheel..." 

"Shut up and stop trying to confuse me with technical jargonl" shouts 
the learner. "I just want to learn how to drive a car, OK?" 

John Campbell — like a good driving instructor — strikes an excellent 
balance between telling you what to do. what keys to press, what to watch 
for and so on, and trying to explain what is going on to enable you to 
understand the workings of your PCW, to make it a tool of predictable 
workings rather than a magic box of tricks. 

For example, he takes a whole page to teli you how to start up 
LocoScript giving the fine details of turning the mains switch on and 
taking the LocoScript disc out of its clear plastic case. Overkill? 
Certainly not. I can start my car virtually in my sleep now. but when I 
started to drive I needed someone to tell me exactly when to switch on 
and when to put the clutch in. 

The book is basically formatted in little one- or two- page chunks: 
copying a disc, printing words underlined, changing the margins, 
changing the print wheel, interpreting the text screen and so on. 
Each chunk is written to be comprehensible by itself, without reference 
to other sections. 

Like many books designed for the typist converting to word 
processing, direct printing is covered before word processing, though 
the modular nature of the book means you don't have to read it through 
from start to finish. Indeed. Campbell notes rather dryly in the preface 
that the story line is too thin for that. Whether his preference is for 
creative writing or office tuition (his background) I don't know, but he 
has a clear idea of what beginners find confusing and what 'obvious' 
questions they ask. 

An excellent book, and tor any newcomer to word processing who's 
just got hold of a 951 2 — whether upwardly mobile typist, budding 
business person getting technologised or just beginner at home — you'll 
find nothing clearer or more useful. ■ 



ISBN - 434 - 90201 - 2 



VALUE FOR MONEY 5/5 




TAMING YOUR COMPANY COMPUTER 

by Colin Corner 
£13.95 • McGraw-Hill* 
06 2823431 

Anyone who in a book on 
computer systems in business can 
quote among others Galbraith. 
Moliere, Kipling, Goethe, Shaw 
and Hippocrates, who can 
illuminate his ideas with diagrams 
showing the grave of Richard t in 
Fontevraud, in the Loire Valley, 
and whose preface is a paean to 
the book by Sir Anthony Jay (co- 
author of Yes, Minister and Yes, 
Prime Minister) probably has 
something nteresting to say. 

Colin Corner's book is one of 
the few computer publications I 
have ever read that genuinely 
communicates information and theory in an illuminating and interesting 
way: not by the sort of sub-Python humour employed by some technical 
writers (you know the sort of thing: waffle on mail merging is accompanied 
by an address list of people with ridiculous names in an effort to keep you 
reading) but by sound and witty reference to an equivalent concept. The 
Richard I grave business is a clear way of explaining the top-down nature 
of system documentation: read the book if you don't believe me. 

The sub-title — 'how to control systems development without 
understanding computers' — might seem rather irrelevant to PCW 
owners. Systems development, on a PCW? 

In fact the book has plenty to offer the PCW owning business person. 
'System', after all, can mean anything from a thousand networked IBM PC 
386s to a single PCW 8256 running an accounts or DTP package. Either 
way the person ultimately responsible for making it work for the company 
must know when it's working and when it isn't - and this book gives the 
business-minded a thorough grounding in what a computer system should 
be doing, without technospeak or irrelevant jargonistic showing-off. 

Of course, if you are considering a network or an 'advanced' 
computer system at your workplace (and PCWs can now be networked, 
via the Cirtech Diamond Hard Disc) by possibly upgrading from or adding 
to your PCW, then you'll get the full benefit of the material. But even if 
you're just using the PCW to do a bit of accounting tor your one-man-and- 
dog outfit, there will be plenty for you here. 

The secret of the book is that Corner continually asks, and answers, 
the sort of questions people are often afraid to ask of computer systems 
because they think they're being stupid, and they should understand more 
of what's going on 'under the bonnet'. Does it work? Is this the most 
effective use of the resources? Is this genuinely a cost-effective way to 
organise computing power into the accounting procedure? And so on. 

Taming Your Company Computer isn't just another potboiler. It's 
readable, clear-minded, and full of sound business thinking. And it 
really does help you tame the technology and make it work for you in 
the most efficient way. ■ 



ISBN 0-07 -707167-0 



VALUE FOR MONEY i,- 
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9{ezv low Evicts 

^01-744-1834 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm 

01-891-6260 (24hr) 



FROM 25th FEBRUARY 1990 

Maxell CF2 (3" Disc) x 10. £19.95 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided drive) x 10 £23.95 

9512 Daisywheels .£5.95 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

The Challenge (ACE. Formula 1 . Skywar. Strip 

Poker) £12.95 

Heathrow Southern Belle £16.95 

Catch 23 £16.95 

Mindfighter (£24r95) £15.95 

DBase II , £65.95 

Apex Business language 

(Italian, French. Spanish, German) £49.95 



MARCH SPECIALS!! 



CF2-3" DISCS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



£19.95 

for 10 



10 Off 



30 off 

Maxell CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £19.95 £59.50 

Maxell CF2 - D/S (individually cased) £22.95 £68.50 

AmsoftCF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive ....£22.95 £68.50 

Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 £23.95 £70.95 

Amsoft CF2 DD D/S D/D Individually Cased ....£39.95 £115.95 

Arnstrad 3" Storage Box (10 Cap.} £5.95 

Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap)....,, £7.95 

Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) £9.95 

3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit.. £4.95 



GAMES 



Hitch Hikers Guide .£18.50 

Mindfighter £15.95 

Catch 23 £16.95 

Armageddon Man.. £16.95 

Ingrid'sBack £11.95 

Clock Chess '89 £15.50 

Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor. £12.50 

Heathrow/Southern Belle £16.95 

Cyrus Chess II £12.95 

Fairlight II £15.50 

Balman £12.95 

Head Over Heels £12,50 

Matchday II £1 1 .95 

Scrabble £15,50 

Tomahawk £15.50 

Knight Ore £18.50 

Corruption £18.50 

Steve Oavis Snooker £12.95 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.50 

Strike Force Harrier £16.50 

Jinxter £18.50 

3D Clock Chess £12.50 

Trivial Pursuits £16.50 

Scapeghost £1 5,50 



Bridge Player 2150 Galactica. £22.95 

Guild of Thieves £18.50 

Pawn £1 8.50 

Starglider £18.50 

Tetris £15.50 

Time&Magik £11.95 

Ski Climb Cavern Colin £11.95 

Hop, Munch. Shoot Colin £11.95 

Classic Games 4 Comp £15.50 

Brian dough's Football Fortunes. £15.50 

Frank Bruno's Boxing £15.50 

Lancelot £15.50 

Fish £18.50 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos,£i8.50 

Classic Invaders £11.95 

The Living Daylights £11.95 

The Sun Cross Words V2 £15,50 

The Times Cross Words V1 ...£1 5.50 
The Times Cross Words V2 .,.£1 5.50 
The Challenge, 4 games ■ ACE. 
Formula 1 , Skywar, Strip Poker.... 
£12.95 



LOCOFILE 



8256/8512 

Locofile 9512. 
Locomail 2 



£24.95 



Locoscript II + Locospell . 

Locoscript II (V2.26+) 

Locofont 1 

Locofont 2 

24 pin Printer Driver 8/9.. 
i 



::** 



* £29.95 

JJK £21.95 

$T. £17.95 

£12.95 

£21.50 



BOOKS 



Locoscript 2 PCW 9512 £9.95 

Locoscript, Locomail. Locospell £7.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro & Ref , £9.95 

Mastering Amst PCW 8256/851 2 £8,95 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) £8.50 

Using The Arnstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 

i — 




APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional Plus. 



£31.95 



Master Scan » Paint £69,95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansyst) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion £22.95 

Touch 'n' Go ,., £26.95 

Easy Labeller £32.95 

Desk Top Publisher £24.95 

Sage Popular Accounts... £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51.95 

Sage Invoicing .£51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chit-Chat £88.95 



Cracker H (Turbo) £44.95 

Fleet Slreet Editor Plus £44.95 

Supercalc II (Amsoft) £42.95 

AMX Mouse ♦ Slop Press *2 .7 £79.95 

Money Manager ,,...£44.95 

Master Hie 8000 £44.95 

Pretext £52.95 

DBase II £65.95 

Micro Design 2 £58.95 

Re-release '" Mini Office 

Prolessiona I Package £27.95 



DUST COVERS 



£9.95 



8256/8512/9512. 



Anti-static, Water-proof. Creamy. Cover Set for Monitor, Keyboard & Printer. 



PC1 5512/1640 <2pcs) £11.95 

PC2286 (2pCS) £14.95 



PC2086(2pcs) £12.95 

PC2386 (2pCS) £15.95 



RIBBONS 



tt&iOd each 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



1+ 



3+ 10+ 

£2 75 £2.65 

£3.50 ...£2 95 



PCW 951 2 Carbon Mullistrike £2.85, 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric £3 75 

PCW 951 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue. Green, Brown. Purple) £4.95 £4,50 £3.95 

PCW 8256851 2 Carbon Mullistrike ,., £3.75 £3 50 £3 25 

PCW 8256.8512 Black Fabric £3 45 £3 00 £2 85 

PCW 8256'851 2 Colour Fabric 

iRed. Blue, Green. Brown, Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

(Printer Ribbons lor Star, Epson, NEC, Panasonic, Arnstrad, DMP/LQ. Juki M.'S, Oume. 
Diablo. Brother. Canon/Taxan, Manually, Shinwa. Commodore) P.O.A 



L 



EDUCATIONAL 

(Age 12-16) 

Physics , 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Micro English G.C.S.E £21.50 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £21 50 

I — 



Mag: 



ic Mams (4-ei. 
Seller Spelling(t2-16) . 



- --5 H-Bt 
Maths Mania 8-12.. 
Betlei Mains ft2-lfe 



Business lialian 
Business French ... 
Business Spanish 
Business German . 



MISCELLANI 

PCW Joystick Interface £14.50 

Quickshot II Joystick £5,95 

Quickshot II Turbo £11,95 

Speed King Microswilch £10.95 

Parallel Serial Interface 
PCW8256/8512 £52.95 


EOUS 

2 Way Sarial D25 Switchbox ..£14,50 
4 Way CEN36 Switchbo>! £24.95 
4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ..£24.95 

Mouse Pad (Soft) £5.45 

Mouse Pad (Hard) £5.95 

Mouse Pad (Thick Rubber) £5.85 

Mouse Pad (Strong 

Thick Rubber) £6.95 


Printer Cable Q25-CEN 36 £7.95 
Printer Cable CEN36-CEN33.. £9.95 

Margin Maker MM3 £12.50 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN3S Switchbox £1 4,50 


951 2 Printer Extension 

Lead (1 .Bm) £1 4.95 




i 



A to Z Computer Services 



48 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TWf 4AZ 



* Quantity order discount please ring 

" Education, Govt. Authority Official Orders welcome Min 

£50 
' Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 

without notice. 

* COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PC'S AMSTRAD. 
CPC. ATARI. AMIGA, BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 



It's a well-known problem for computer software users that 
you can't know whether a particular package will suit your 
own purposes until you actually try it - and to try it you 
have to buy it. You can read the adverts, of course, and 
then wait for the review in 80-00 Plus, but this doesn't 
always work. 

I write books on Irish history, which involves years of note- 
collecting in places such as libraries and archives. For writing, 
I use a PCW and for note collection a Cambridge 288, linked 
to the PCW with C-Port software. 

But what to do about the indispensable card index? My 
notes are pretty formless, so don't work with a database which 
requires a pre-set format. 

Ansible answer 

An indexing program for my LocoScript notes seemed a good 
solution. I'd used Ansible Index for my previous books, and 
found it excellent and very easy to use. The program will carry 
out an index on any number of discs, as long as you leave 
enough space to save the index file on the last one. 

The second edition is even simpler to use. It's menu- 
driven, which means no exasperating CP/M commands; and 
you don't have to check the directory every time you forget 
how you abbreviated a chapter name. By temporarily 
renaming chapters numerically you can automatically index a 
disc for an entire book. 

The index has been expanded to cope with anything a 
PCW user could possibly need. You can get over 5,000 entries 
on the 8512. The index of a manuscript can be adapted for the 
printed book, provided that your publishers make no 
substantial changes. You can index words, phrases and 
inverted phrases. The manual is logical and easy to follow, No 
setting up is needed as the copy of the master disc autoboots. 

The only problem seems to be that, though Ansiblelndex 
is excellent for a finished piece, it doesn't work so well when 
you're adding notes each day. Because the index is in one 
piece, if you add or omit a page you have to index every file 
from the start. This really wasn't what I wanted so, after 
reading the adverts and reviews carefully, I decided to invest 
in Chibase, 

Chibase 

The program is on a disc, and comes with a ring-bound 
manual which is the best thing about it. The user then has to 
put together two program discs and a data disc; some of the 
instructions for this are in the manual and some in a Read Me 
file which has to be printed out. 

If you get anything wrong, you go back to square one by 
re-formatting all three discs. It appears that the discs have to 
be squeaky-clean or you get an error message. I once used a 
disc with one small file on it and this apparently invalidated 
some vital step in the installation procedure. 

It took me nearly four hours to manage the installation 
and get the Sort facility to load. I also had to guess what size 
my final index was going to be, although there is a way to 
change it if the guess is wrong. 

These hurdles over, I began to explore its possibilities. You 
can, apparently, index your LocoScript notes, but at this stage 
I found I had to return to LocoScript, create a page image of 
the file to be indexed, and transfer this to a prepared data disc. 
There's a lot more that I never got round to working out. This 
is because the page image file can only be put onto Chibase a 
screenful at a time, each screenful making a separate record. 



It was easier to fill in the records directly to start with. 

Sort, sharp shocks 

My first group of entries were synopses from a Dictionary of 
National Biography. Although most of them were short and 
seemed suitable for the one screen at a time format, I found 
that I still had to cut occasionally, This was because 
spreading a single entry over two screens seems to render 
the Sort facility next to useless. 

You select words using the [+] key by the space-bar. In 
order to Sort you have to establish a format by separating 
the categories with a colon. I chose the following: Date of 
Birth, Date of Death and FL (when the other dates were 
unknown). 

Chibase 's Sort facility decided that if the date of birth 
could not be found, the next available date would be used 
instead! In the Search function only the screens which 
contained the selected strings (words or phrases) were 
brought up. So to browse through each record meant v^^ 
that it was necessary to insert a character such as the £**•* 



Office politics 

As an alternative to Chibase, 
if the noies are very short the 
Iree-form capabilities of the 
Mini-Office database could be 
considered. The only problem 
here is thai il becomes very 
slowwhenil reaches 100k. 
The largest field or record 
size at present seems to be 
576 characters but I'm sure 
that Oalabase Software could 
enlarge this. 
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3. Set disk drive tor documents 
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4, Set drive for norking files 
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6. Change printer set-up 




7. Change tnfliinii progra* set-up 
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Tne main menu (rom Ansiblelndex. No irritating CP/M commands lo con 



; note ociions 2 and 6 lof ease ol use. 
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Nuttier of index entries recorded: 
Total nmin ol doewtents indexed: 
Last page read of file 1:1 W H-21): 

II. i!i sp las the index on the screen 

f . change index Jornat for pate nunbers 

L. Joojr For possible cross-references 

R. change tat col urn Umber for Display 

S, change gepirator after ruin entry text 

t, change Qeriinator after page nmoers 

P. ijkint out a copy of the index 
H. 5-ite index to disk file B:E.KW 

EXIT leave the Ansiblelndex program no* 

nl.il: 4 Ansible Mentation Ltd, 1989 
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The oulpul menu iiom Ansib!elnde» Mole ihe various formal changes winch are available to you 
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ON-LINE 



Pie dressed 

as mutton 

So whai are ail these inverted 
phrases' Well, its simple 
really. Say you use your tree- 
lorm database to store all your 
'avcurire recipes. 
You can into the main word, 
'Pie', and have a number ot 
sub- headings tor Ihe different 
kinds ■ 'cheny. 'apple', 
'mutton' ■ and so on. 



letter A or X into every record. 

At this point I waved goodbye to my £30.00 and ordered 
Script2Base. I am sure that there are people who could find a 
use for Chibase. It has a Sort facility and if sorting is 
essential then maybe it should be considered. 

Script2Base 

The worst thing about Script2Base is its manual. It only 
Gomes on disc and this means that you have to print it out. 
it's a pity that Dr Alan Paterson (of Encyclasoft Software the 
producers of Script2Base) adopted this cost-cutting method. 
The printed file is 18 A4 pages long. To me. this compares 
badly with the bound Ansiblelndex manual of 24 pages. 
Frankly, Script2 Base's manual should be re-written in a more 
logical order. 

Happily, the installation process is nothing like as 
complicated as I found Chibase's to be. To allow for auto- 
booting of the program, a few files have to be copied over 
from the CP/M disc. 

However, these are my only gripes. The text which you 
actually want to mark can be handled in LocoScript. You 
achieve this by using one of LocoScript's many style options; 
for example words relating to Arthur Griffith could be 
highlighted using [+] and [-] Bold while words relating to 
County Clare could be be in italics. 

You are allowed a single index or five separate indices. I 




The mam menu tram ScriDt2Bas«. Notice the 



selut PCW program 
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tit l lie travel srow . 

tnt i tnt Universal History grow 

aiitiyjity in Asia Hmor gr« 3 

artificial restitution <troui> 

artificial teeth grow 

arts ant sciences group 

Aungier St, playhouse in group 

bacSjartioii, imuet ud uhist: group 

win to grow 

&*9iu» grow 

bagpiper group 

Barry, Sprang er group Q 

billiard table group 

Slur and Orange group 

honing at the Spa-ueH Tenple group 

hoxtng natch group 

Brook , Hftiru group V 

hurlftta group 3 

EurlettaOUtconie opera I74B1 group 

cataracts group 

Chriiidii hoxes to the loutr Group 

cock-f ishting group 

coffeehouse to read group 

cold baths ,.. group 

Cottege of Fhysiciaiii, Irish group 
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ScnpGBase moeies with style User Group anO Filename are displayed. To gel the original text just press [ENTER) 



chose the latter. Actually, the program allows you to jump to 
any point, exact or approximate, in any of the indices. From 
there you can scroll backwards or forwards. 

Mark your card 

The system ot marking is much the same as in Ansiblelndex. It 
deals with words, phrases and inverted phrases. In fact David 
Langford, who designed Ansiblelndex could do well to look at 
Script2Base's solutions to multiple indices to replace Ansible's 
complicated system of 'themes'. 

When you have finished marking in LocoScript you can run 
Script2Base. A disc management system which resembles 
LocoScript and its F keys is used in the indexing program. 
Script2Base allows for manual erasure of Limbo tiles - unlike 
LocoScript which clears them out automatically to make space 
- this becomes important as the disc fills up. Until you decide 
to get rid of them they serve as useful reminders that you have 
edited a file. 

Script2Base is not fast, especially when updating. To 
achieve an update it does two things. First it removes all 
references to the file from the index. Then it re-writes them 
from the start. Updating a file is thus best done at the end of 
the working day. The indexed words and phrases and the 
key(s) take up quite a lot of room. For example, my current set 
use about 150k. The screen manager is there for the most part 
to warn you if you have changed a file because such a file 
naturally has a Limbo file attached. But this may not work when 
your disc is nearty full. 

The index consists of words, phrases and inverted 
phrases. These are marked in alphabetical order and split (if 
you have marked them for splitting) into five separate indices. If 
the phrase marked in LocoScript is too long then the program 
chops it off at the tail although enough survives to allow you to 
identify it with ease. To carry out a search, you enter a word, or 
indeed the initial letter of that word. When your choice appears, 
you press [ENTER] and the original LocoScript document file 
appears. Cunning that one! 

You can't edit a document at this stage, you have to get it 
into LocoScript, Using Script2Base, LocoScript and Flipper in 
unison could save time. You can, however, print out relevant 
passages. Another useful feature is the ability to 'mark' sections 
tor 'Exporting' to new files. These can then be fed into 
LocoScript documents using its Insert Text facility. Handily, the 
indices themselves can be printed out too. 

Conclusion 

Though similar in many ways, both Ansiblelndex and 
Script2Base serve very different purposes. The former is 
intended for finished documents and for producing a printed 
index with page numbers. Although printing out can be done 
directly, it is better to insert the Index file into a LocoScript 
document. You can then do some judicious editing and print 
out from there. 

Schpt2Base is intended primarily for finding references in 
your notes. When they are printed out, the program gives a 
group and filename wherein the reference can be found. Both 
Schpt2Base and Ansiblelndex can be used tor putting lists of 
words, phrases and inverted phrases in alphabetical order, 
although I must say that I prefer Ansiblelndex for this purpose. 

Speaking as an historian with long files of loose notes 
extending over several discs. I found that Schpt2Base just 
managed to pip Ansiblelndex at the post. It's easily the most 
useful free- form database I've ever used. ■ 



Chibase version 3 costs £29.95 from Chiasma. 
Phone 06333 60996 

Ansiblelndex costs £29.95 from Ansible Information. 
Talk to them on 0672 62576 

Script2Base costs £29,95 from Encylasoft, 
Call 0270 611890 
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Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

'Interesting solution thoughtfully designed' says 8000 Plus 



The new Com Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
Stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter of a square 
metre of floor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high 41 cm wide 
and beautifully finished in 
durable red. white or black 
lacquer, the unit comes to 
you as a flat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
wilh ihe alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT E5.25 and P&P E4.70 
TOTAL £44.95 



TO ORDER: 

Posl your cheque lor £44.95 



together w<lh your name and address 
and choice ol colour red white or 




black lo - \ •*"-' 



COM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW5 OBR 
Tel: 01,244 8292 

PlHif allow ?« da>s 1« Gel mi* ltirCoffl SCji 31 Convict tlesiitn Pjltnl jpplierj lor 



ole.ise quote 8 



SALE NOW ON 



3" CF2 DISCS FROM 
£1.70 each DELIVERED 

(INC VAT NOTHING MORE TO PAY)* 



yiumlflv 


5 


10 


20 


50 


100 


Punasnnic CF2 


£9.95 


£17.99 


£35.50 


£87.50 


£170.00 


Maxell CF2 3' 


£10,95 


L 1 H. ! 15 


£37.75 


£94.00 


£185.00 


Rigid Plastic Library Cases 


£2.50 


£4.95 


£9.45 


£21.95 


£39.95 


Individually cased CV2 


U 3 : 1! . 


£22.45 


,£44.00 


£106.95 


£209.00 



/\tt Dt&CS Cili£trCitlWt*fi 

3" DISC DRIVE HEAD CLEANING KIT £4.95fQVALrTY DISC BOX £7,95/RIBBONS £3.95 



DON'T 



THROW AWAY YOUR USED FABRIC PRINTER RIBBONS 
- RE -INK THEM FOR 85p EACH or £1.75 PER 1 • 



SAE For 

FREE 
Catalogue 


FREE 


ONLY .£3.95 PER DISC 
PRICE INCLUDES A 
NEW 3" CF2 DISC * 



PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE, 70 DISCS IN LIBRARY 



G/101 PR1NTMASTER: Design and prim 
Greeting CanJs, Catefara. Signs. 
Lelterheadb and SUiLLun(.*rv. Banners. 
B/104 KEITH SIMONS COLLECTION: 
Over 25 useful programs. educational, 
business and enlcrldhuuciH. uUtUles. 
GA/ 102 GAMES COLLECTION; Well 
over a dn/fu enlertalniiu; Raines; 
Billies hips. I landman, FlvTace H 
MaslerMlru!. Sn.il! I aire and manv more. 
U/110 DISKEDIT: Fully featured disc 



seelur edtU>r and Utilities and OWrtl 

U/107 pcw-DESKTOP: Calculator, 

mernu pad, appointments calendar. 

■ 1. 1 ; . J < : -r home HCCOUttlBand label 

printer. All nicnti driven . 

G/104 DIGI-PICS: An cxgdknl selection 

■nl rent lv mad e pics for Importing into 

yuiir DTP software. Siatt- which program 

von use. 

G/I06 STOP PRESS GRAPHICS: 122 

readv lo use pictures. 



Pl.t S IkOlikAMMlNC. LWTil AtlKS. I III.INLS HAt AltASl'.S. ASSKMHI.KNs. i iUAI'l lie 
HASIC f'KiH.K-AMs. (.AMES * OMVTNH \TU iNs Tt TOTtlALS .\ 1 |C>| V MIH1 K 



DISC FORMAT TRANSLATION SERVICE 
3". 31/2". 51/4". CP/M. MS-DOS ONLY £3.95/DISC 



LASER PRBiTIMG FROM 25p per PAGE COMPLETE DESKTOP PUBLISHING SERV 

PCW-World User Group 

COTSWOLD HOUSE. CRADLEY HEATH. WARLEY 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 7NF 

call 0384 66269 anytime m 

*For orders under £50 add £1.50 postage ft packing EftGE f^| 



1 



Diamond 



hard disk drives for lightning performance 

Diamond drives outperform all other PCW disk drives - just imagine, all the speed of Drive M: 
and no floppy disk swapping! Diamond hard disk drives are designed to the very highest 
specification to give you the professional performance you want from your PCW. 

▲ Start up instantly from Diamond without using ▲ A Diamond drive can be simultaneously shared 

floppy disks, You can start up both CP/M and by up to seven PCW's - the ultimate cost saving 



Locoscript directly from the Diamond drive. 



▲ Fully compatible with all 
programs and Locoscript2. 



standard CP/M 



A Easy installation - Simply plug the Diamond 
Adaptor onto the expansion port on the back of 
your PCW 8256, 8512 or 9512. And if you already 
have an additional interface like the CPS8256 
serial/ parallel Adaptor, the Diamond Adaptor is 
available with an optional feed-through 
connector 



solution for multiple PCW users. 

▲ Diamond drives are available in three sizes - 32, 
48 or 100 Megabytes - housed in a low profile, 
platinum grey case (246 x 240 x 55mm) 

▲ Diamond drives use an industry standard 
interface which means that if, in the future, you 
change your PCW system to a PC, you don't 
have to change your Diamond as well! 



DifltflOnd — sparkling performance and value 



' SPECIFICATION: 

Access Times: 

Track to track - 

Average - 

Data Transfer - 

Reliability 
v. 


\ 

8 mS 
28 mS 

152,380 bvtes/sec 
70,000 MTBF 

J 



PRICES: 

Diamond 32 - £465.00 Sharing Packs: 

Diamond 48 - £545,00 ' Network Pack - £28.00 

Diamond 100 - £845,00 Extra User Pack - £78.00 

Feed-through Option -£20,00 

Prices exclude VA T 



CIRTECH (UK) LTD, Currie Road Industrial Estate, GALASHIELS 
Selkirkshire, TD1 2BP, Scotland Telephone: (0896) 57790 




JOIN THE CLUB! 

If you're looking for the best prices, best games, best offers and best service, 
then join Special Reserve, Or join Official Secrets if you're looking for more.. 



Special Reserve 



£5,oo ■Official Secrets 



£22.00 



Club Privileges 



All club members benefit from: 



• Special otters: at prices you might not believe 1 

- Bi-monthly Buyer's Guide each with details of 40 games, building to a, valued reference 

- Membership card with privilege number, and folder lor (he Buyer's Guides. 
» FAST despatch, normally the day after receipt of order. Mosi lines In stock. 

* Each product sen! individually by isl class post Many will lir through your letter -box. 

■ 7-day sales hotline, open until 8pm weekdays. 10 lo 530 Saturdays, ti to 5 Sundays. 

* Written order confirmation and receipt Order query line manned weekdays. 

- New titles may be ordered in advance and will be despatched upon publication. 
» insrani refunds available on request lor delayed litles. 

• No commitment, no obligation lo buy anything and no "minimum purcl-rase - . 



L sQnTlU&ntldl 32-page A4 bi monthly glossy magazine 

Confidential is written for people who take their lun senously. If you are in|o Advemure. 
Strategy, FflPs, MUGs. PBMs, D&Ds. or il you would simply like to see mote Irom 
behind the scenes then Confidential is essential reading Regular leatures include 
Personnel File, Dead Letters, The Man in Black, Feature Articles. Brain Teasers. Diary. 
News. Competitions, and The Boss Upstairs Club participation is welcomed. 



Gnome Ranger 



Level 9s award-winning 3- part adventure 



P rices include VAT and carriage 

All the best software, carelully selecled and available to members only at truty 
extraordinary prices You can buy al (tie same time as joining - or join now and 
select from our catalogue. There Is no obligation to buy anything 



Games 



RRP SRP 



BOB WINNER | ACT ION) ...24,95 

BRIAN CLOUGH'S 

FOOTBALL FORTUNES .14.99 

BRIDGE PLAYER 2000 19.95 

BRIDGE PLAYER 2150 29.95 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 
(BRIDGE 2000, CHESS 88. 
BACKGAMMON, DRAFTS! 19-95 

CLOCK CHESS S9 19.95 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 ...... 17.99 

CYRUS CHESS 2 24.95 

DISTRACTIONS 

(4GAMESFOR8256) ... 1995 
GIANT KILLER (MATHS 3-14 YflSI. .. 14.95 
HEAD COACH (US FOOTBALL) 19.99 
HOME ENTERTAINMENT CTR 19.99 
PCW CHALLENGE (ACE. 
SKYWAR. STRIP POKER. 

FORMULA 1) 19.99 

PRO POOLS 44.99 

PRO PUNTER 59.99 

SCRABBLE 19.95 

SPORTING TRIANGLES -19.99 

STARGLIDER (8000) 24.95 

STEVEDAVISSNOOKER 17.99 
TETRIS18000SERIES) ...19.99 

TOMAHAWK 19.85 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT 19.95 

WORLDOFSOCCER 1999 

YESCHANCELLOR'iECONSIMl 14.95 



849 

8.99 
14 99 
19 99 



13.99 
13.99 
10.49 
6.49 

11 47 
10.99 
13.49 

12 99 



13.49 
24.49 
31.99 
13.49 
12.99 

7,99 
11 49 

6.99 
13 49 

8,49 
13.49 
10.99 



Adventures 

Level 9 

GNOME RANGER 

INGRID'S BACK 


RRP 

14.95 
... 1 9.95 


LANCELOT 


....19.95 


SCAPEGHOST 

TIME&MAGIK 


19.95 
. 14 95 


Magnetic Scrolls 

CORRUPTION 

FISHI 


24.95 
. .24.95 


JINXTER 

THE PAWN . 


24.95 

?4 9* 


Inlocom 

LEATHER GODDESSES (BOOO'I 24.99 
STATIONFALL 24.99 

Abstract Concepts 

MINDFIGHTER 24.89 



SRP 

9.99 
9 99 
12.49 
12,49 
10,49 



15.49 
15.49 
15.49 
15.48 



12.49 
12.49 



Artrortic 

PCW ADVENTURE (9000) ,14.99 

Tbpologlka 

ACHETON 14.95 

AVON 1495 

COUNTDOWN TO DOOM 14.95 

KINGDOM OF HAMIL ... 14.95 

LAST DAYS OF DOOM 19.99 

PHILOSOPHER'S QUEST 14,95 

RETURN TO DOOM 14.95 



10.99 
10 99 
10.99 
10.99 
13.99 
10.88 
10.99 



MAXELL 

CF2 3" DISK 



1.89 



Utilities - 



RRP SRP 



AMS COMPLETE DESK TOP PUBLISHER WITH MOUSE 68,95 48 99 

AMS STOP PRESS DESK TOP PUBLISHER 44 95 2849 

AMS STOP PRESS DESK TOP PUBLISHER WITH MOUSE 79.95 54.99 

DBASE II 69.95 51.99 

DEVPAC80 49.95 39 99 

GFtAPHICS PLUS (8000 SERIES) 24.99 16.99 

LIGHTNING BASIC PLUS 24.95 16.99 

LOCO SPELL 19.99 13 49 

MASTERFILE 9000 DATABASE , 49 95 32 99 

MONEY MANAGER PLUS 39.96 2699 

PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE WRITER 27 95 18 49 

PROTEXT WORD PROCESSOR 59 95 37 99 

SUPERCALC 2 SPREADSHEET 69.99 49 99 



Starring Ingrid Bortomlow "Go qui and buy Gnom& Ranger pronto" said Atari ST U&er 
if you already did please tick the box lor a Surprise Alternative. 

i iefp~Line Manned weekdays and Sundays 

Advice and hints lo help you solve mosi games 

^peCiai rfeSerVe included in the mem bership lee 
All the features and benefits ot Special Reserve membership . 



Myth 



A mini-adventure by Magnetic Scrolls 



Magnetic Scrolls, authors of The Pswn> The Guild ot Thieves, Jinxter, Corruption 
and Fish/ have now wntlen Myth exclusively for members oi Official Secrets 
Amazingly enough, it is included in the price of membership Sel in Ancient Greece. 
you play Ihe part of a young god striving to prove himseH worthy ol immortality You'll 
meel |he Ferryman, have a chance to cheat Death, and do battle against the nine- 
headed Hydra guarding the gales to Ine Underworld Myth includes [he state -oH he -art 
Magnelic Scrolls parser and those incredible graphics. For most computers - disk only. 
Only to members ol Official Secrets ■ Free ■ Oul Now 
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Myth Reviews 

Crash Smash 9l%.Commodore User 90%. Amiga Format 87%, TGM %% 



SPIES UNES 0279600204. FtEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A S URCHARGE OF 50P PER GAME FOR ORDERS PLACED BY TELEPHONE. 
\jrUer lOrm Non-members please add the membership tee 



Name 

Address 



Existing members please enter your membership number. 
Special Reserve membership £5 UK, £6 EEC, £7 World or 
Official Secrets membersh ip £2 2 UK, £25 EEC or £30 World 
with Gnome Ranger arid Myth | j or wim Surprise Alternative and Myth [~~ 

Item 8000+ l£~ 



Post Code 
Co m pule r- 



Phone No. 



*5.257'3.57*3.07*TAPE 



Item. 



Payable to: Special Reserve or Official Secrets 
P.O. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 

Special Reserve and Official Secrets are trading names ol Inter-Mediates Ltd. 
Reg Office: Z South Block, The Mailings. Sawbridgeworth. Hens CM21 9PG. 



TOTAL 



Credit card expiry date 

* C H EOUE/' POSTAL QRDE R ACCESS/' V ISA 

(Including Connect, Mastercard. Eurccard. Swdch etc) 
■ Delete where applicable 



Overseas orders musi be paid by credit card 
Prices include UK Postage and Packing 

EEC orders please add 70p per iiem 
World orders please add E.1 SO per item 



iri'i 





£20 WORTH OF VOUCHERS 



FREE WITH OUR COMPLIMENTS 



when you take out a subscription to 8000 PLUS 



A subscription to 8000 PLUS makes a lot of sense. Because 



TM KSTMUim HUttm FM THE I 

AMSTRAD PCW 



• NEW RAM PACK 

• FAX -THE PCW WAY 
J • LATEST 3,5 INCH DRIVE 

^^^^^^■« AGENDA/PCW LINK-UP 



III 



PLU3\ 



i.mjniw*t 






Are you 
only using 
half your 
PCW? 

Double your power and 
performance the easy way 
See page 46 



L0COSCRIPT TIPS 




ONLY 



£20.95 



I HIGHLIGHTS 



you get great value from a 
subscription just £20,95p for twelve 
issues including postage and 
packing 

*the £20 worth of free vouchers 
virtually repays the cost of your 
subscription immediately 

your life is made so much easier 
when your magazine is delivered 
direct to your door 

you become eligible for a quarterly 
update; providing you with details of 
news and special offers 

you have a cast iron guarantee. You 
may cancel your subscription at any 
time and we will refund the cost of all 
unmailed copies. 



FOR 12 ISSUES 



The best selling magazine for Amstrad PCW's. 



To subscribe either use the coupon on the bottom 
comer of the page {a photocopy or dropping a note 
will do if you don't want to cut you magazine) or 
ring our hotline on 0458 7401 1 , quoting the 
relevant order code. 

Mainland UK £20.95 Order Code 8101 
Air Mail Europe £35.95 Order Code 8101 A 
Surface Europe and rest of World £26.95 Order 
Code 81 01 S 

•The 8000 PLUS mail order vouchers can be used 
with the mail order pages on pages 82 / 83 
and allow a further 10% saving on the already 
discounted products. 



I wish to subscribe to 8000 PLUS Order Code: 



I Name: 

I Address: 
I — _ 



| . 

I Postcode: 

I Tel No: 

1 and I wish to pay by Access / Visa / Cheque / 
J • Please desbit my credit card number 
Expiry Date: 



PO. 



• Please make cheques payable to "Future Publishing Ltd" 



■ Signed : 

I Send to: 8000 PLUS Subscriptions, Future 



Publishing Limited, FREEPOST, Somerton,TA117BR. 






Amor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified ■ Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be tite system by which all other word 

processors are judged ... a superb product your computer 

"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" cwta 

' Protext is the solution to all Locosaipts drawbacks' pcw 

' Makes Locoscript look like a snail " sooo plus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

At long last an independently 
produced book about Protext, 
written by Rob Ainsley, 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext... A PCW User's guide 
246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



New low prices for CP/M languages 



MAXAMII 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

"Maxam //■■ now the best gets even better" cwta cpc 

A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" acu 

'The tiling that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product ' ' cwta cpc 

Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated" amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam il) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 
*fast and easy to use *on screen help 
"two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

"Very good value Air money" amstrad pcw 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming 
power " AM STRAD ACTION 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got "rt right amstrad computer user 

"All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



BCPL 

Flexible, fast, general 
programming language. 



purpose 



Extensive set of I/O libraries 
including access to CP/M routines. 
Example source files supplied, 
including full screen editor and all 
the libraries. Comprehensive 
60 page manual covers the 
language and gives details of the 
libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and 
powerful " cwta 

"Good library of procedures ... very 
fast" scwoplus 

"Amor's dear, concise manual will 
have you programming 

confidently very rapidly " 

AMSTRAD ACTION 



RRP £24.95 Sale £12,00 



All programs run on PCWB256/8512. 9512, CPC6128 



ffe/effSMffysifrm/cwspotefftfs/.. 



v^/\m 



Amor Ltd {EPj, 611 Lincoln Rosd, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. FsX,' 0733 67299 



LISTINGS PLUS 



LISTINGS 

You've got to speculate to accumulate with BASIC. 
On the other hand you might like to lead the PCW a merry dance. 



DABBLE.BAS 

by Tom Coughlan 



Right, this is a meritocracy. You might 
remember SHAKEY.BAS by Tom 
Coughlan. Well, because of the sheer 
style of Tom's programs we've decided 
to use another of his. This one goes by the 
name of DABBLE and should appeal to the 
avaricious, adventurous or even the 
strategists amongst our readers. 

If the names Barclay De Zoete Wedd, 
County Natwest. Nomura or Panmure 
Gordorn strike a chord with you, then this 
might be the game for you. Even if they don't, 
there's still fun to be had. 

The idea of the game is simplicity itself. 
You have to make money, or at least not lose 
any by speculating on the stock market. At the 
outset you have £1000, Four companies are 



open to you and the trading season lasts for 
20 turns. 

You begin with no holdings and the prices 
quoted are at random on the first turn. The 
maximum price for a share is £20 while the 
minimum is £0. You can't buy at £0 by the 
way, we tried but the program correctly 
informs you that the share would be 
worthless. On each turn you can either 
dabble or sit it out. In between turns there is 
Market News, The best you can expect is 
ALL BULL which means that everything rises 
4 points. The worst is ALL BEAR which 
means the converse. Of course once you 
become skilled a BEAR market is as profitable 
as a BULL. Interspersed with these pieces 
of news are ALL QUIETs and single price 
movements affecting individual companies. 

If there ever comes a point when the 
value of your holdings is zero and the cash 
in hand also zero, the game ends and you are 
probably declared bankrupt, laughed out of 
the market and forced to sell mobile-phone, 
car and timeshare in the Costa del Yup. On 
the other hand, we came out of one game 




with £13000. 

There are a number of additions to be 
made to the game; an end of trading message, 
more companies to be added and a save- 
game subroutine would be useful. What would 
be really interesting would be an Options or 
Futures version to be played out on alternate 
rounds.There is. in fact, a great deal of scope 
for expansion and we would be pleased to see 
any efforts you might be able to provide. 



10 eS=CHR$<27):c$=e$+"E"+e$+"H" : rcm$=e$+"p" i rof $=e$+"q" 

20 DEF FNwndS (r, 1 , h, w) =eS+" X"+CHRS (32+r) +CHRS <32+l ) +CHRS (31+h) +CHR$ <31+w) 

30 DEF FNat$<ro,ca)=e$+"Y"+CHR$(ra+32)+CHR$(co+32) 

40 RANDOMIZE (PEEK (64504! > ) 

50 FOE n=l TO 4 : READ n$: nameS (n) =nS: NEXT 

60 FOR n=l TO 7 : READ n$: newt (n>=n$: NEXT 

70 DATA "ACME", "CORP" ,"TJM ", "SUPER" , "DOWN 2","DOVN 1", "ALL QUIET" 

80 DATA "UP 1", "UP 2"," BULL - ALL UP 4" ."BEAR - ALL DOWN 4" 

90 lnc=1000:ceh=inc;sp£=SFACE$(90> : pS=" #####" 

100 PRINT cS: PRINT FNwndS <0, 0, 13, 90) ; rcm$ 

110 PRINT SPACES (42); "DABBLE"; SPACES (42) : PRINT spS 

120 PRINT SPACES (37)+" ACME CORP TJM SUPER" +SPACES (22 > 

130 PRINT spS 

140 PRINT "CURRENT VALUES: " +SPACES (75) : PRINT sp$ 

150 PRINT "HOLDINGS: "; SPACES (81) 

160 PRINT spS: PRINT "VALUE OF HOLDINGS: "; SPACES (72 ): PRINT spS 

170 PRINT "CASH: "; SPACES (20) ;" INITIAL CASH: " ; 

180 PRINT SPACES (15) ; "+/-: "; SPACES (30) 

190 PRINT FNat$(ll,7);csh:PRINT FNatS (11 , 41) ; inc : PRINT SPACES(69) 

200 FOR x=l TO 4: v<x)=l+INT(RND*5) : NEXT:GOSUB 470 

210 PRINT FNwndS (14, 0, 16,90) ; rof S: PRINT SPACES (90) 



Daia lines are included early on in lie game. You rmglil like to change lis company names. Abo (he windows are defined in lines 20 and 30. These mighl be useftjl lo keep as subtouSnes. 



12F8 
1A81 
1475 
OBOF 
129F 
1325 
1AC8 
13F3 
11EF 
11A7 
1687 
18C1 
05 D9 
18EF 
0DF8 
1FC9 
1540 
0EE9 
1DFA 
1732 
161D 
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220 FOR r=l TO 20 0706 

230 PRINT cS:PRINT "ROUND ";r; M OF 20" : GOSUB 560 14EA 

240 PRINT c$: PRINT "VILL YOU DABBLE?" : GOSUB 440 16DB 

250 IF rep$="Y" THEN GOSUB 590 0C7E 

260 FOR cnt=l TO 6: PRINT C$:FRINT SPACES <40) ; "MARKET NEVS" 1C9C 

270 a=l+INTCRND«4) : b=l+INTCRND*7 > : ON b GOSUB 350,350,370,350,350,380,380 1C61 

280 GOSUB 470: GOSUB 510: GOSUB 560; NEXT 12D1 

290 f=0: IF csh+ vh<l>+ vh<2>+ vh<3)+ vh<4) =0 THEN 300 ELSE 310 1728 

300 PRINT c$: PRINT "SORRY OLD BEAN - YOU'RE BROKE. GAME OVER" : GOTO 330 232E 

310 NEXT 0419 

320 PRINT c$: PRINT "GAME OVER" : GOSUB 470: GOSUB 490: GOSUB 510 1D09 

330 PRINT "ANOTHER GAME" : GOSUB 440: IF rep$="N" THEN 340 ELSE RUN 1F7C 

340 PRINT FNwndSCO, 0,30, 90 J ;rof$;cS: END 108E 

350 q=b-3: v<a)=v<a)+q; IF v<a><0 THEN v<a>=0 ELSE IF v<a)>20 THEN v(a>=20 1D8A 

360 PRINT nameSCa);" "; new* <b> : RETURN 109A 

370 PRINT newSCb) : RETURN 0C39 



380 


IF f=l THEN PRINT new$ <3> : RETURN: ELSE PRINT newSCb) 


1C48 


390 


IF b=6 THEN q=4 ELSE q=-4 


0D04 


400 


f=l:FOR y=l TO 4: vCy>=v Cy) +q: NEXT: GOSUB 410: RETURN 


1A70 


410 


FOR y=l TO 4 


06 AA 


420 


IF vCyXO THEN vCy)=0 ELSE IF vCy)>20 THEN vCy)=20 


16EA 


430 


NEXT: RETURN 


094D 


440 


PRINT "Y or N" : PRINT: GOSUB 450: RETURN 


16F2 


450 


rep$=INKEY$; IF repS="" THEN 450 


110F 


460 


repS=UPFER$CrepS) : IF rep$<>"Y" AND repSO"N" THEN 440 ELSE RETURN 


217B 


470 


GOSUB 570; FOR t=l TO 4; PRINT FNatS <4 , p+9) ; v<t > : p=p+9 : NEXT 


1EB7 


480 


GOSUB 580: RETURN 


0A2E 


490 


GOSUB 570: FOR t=l TO 4; PRINT FNatS<6,p+9) USING pS ; h<t ) ; p=p+9: NEXT 


22DA 


500 


GOSUB 580: RETURN 


OA18 


510 


FOR t=l TO 4: vh Ct >=vCt >*h Ct > : NEXT: GOSUB 570 


1663 



WouM you ike to si it our and watch ihe price fluctuations or got involved and mane some money' 7 Would you lite lo play again'' 



520 FOR t=l TO 4: PRINT PNatS<8,p+9> USING p$; vh<t > : p=p+9: NEXT 1DBB 

530 pl=0: FOR t=l TO 4: pl=pl+vh Ct > : NEXT: g= Ccsh+pl >-Inc 1BAC 

540 PRINT FNatS<10,7) USING pS;csh: PRINT FNatS CIO, 41) ; Inc 1923 

550 PRINT FNatSC10,65> USING p$;g: GOSUB 580: RETURN 1773 

560 FOR x=l TO 3000 : NEXT: RETURN 1103 

570 PRINT FNwndSCO, 0, 13,90) : p=28: RETURN 1277 

560 PRINT FNvmdS<14, 0, 16, 90) : RETURN 1052 

590 PRINT "B<uy> or S Cell )": PRINT: GOSUB 600 : RETURN 1A5E 

600 d$=INKEYS: IF d$="" THEN 600 0A3D 

610 dS=UFPERSCdS> ; IF dSO"B" AND dSO"S" THEN 600 111A 

620 IF dS="B" THEN 660 ELSE GOSUB 730 0F38 

630 IF ns>h(cn> THEN PRINT "TOO KANY" I GOSUB 560; PRINT cS : GOTO 720 1E74 



Buying or selling ymjr (nances could depend on lhe rigtn decision Lines 560 la 620 prompt you lor the | 



640 hCcn)=h Ccn) -ns: csh=csh+ <ns»v Ccn) ) 10F4 

650 GOSUB 490: GOSUB 510: PRINT cS;GOTO 720 131F 

660 GOSUB 730 054 A 

670 IF ns*vCcn)>csh THEN PRINT "TOO DEAR" : GOSUB 560: PRINT cS.GOTO 720 219C 

680 IF v<cn)<>0 THEN 700 0979 

690 PRINT "WORTHLESS - CAN'T BUY" ; GOSUB 560; PRINT cS:GOTO 720 1 F9C 

700 h<cn)=hCcn)+ns: csh=csb~ <vCcn)»ns> 1068 

710 GOSUB 490: GOSUB 510: PRINT cS OEBF 

720 PRINT "DABBLE AGAIN?" : GOSUB 440: IF rep$="N" THEN RETURN ELSE 590 2113 

730 FOR X=l TO 4: PRINT x, nameS Cx) : NEXT 1 2DC 

740 INPUT "SELECT CO. BY NO.";cn 0FB8 

750 IF cn<l OR cn>4 THEN 730 ELSE, INPUT "NO. OF SHARES" ; ns: RETURN 20B3 



Tne roving roulnes which are the hears of ihe mactae testis here. Lines 7M lo 750 hold the key to profit or (os 



60 8000 PLUS Hard. 90 



If Computers Are So Clever, 
Why Do They Just Say A>? 



Not very helpful, is it? Not when you are used to the friendliness of 
| Locoscript PCW SuperDOS changes all that. It provides you with a disk man- 
agement environment based on Locoscript in which to 

% Organise and run all your 'non- Locoscript' application programs, 
dividing them into groups or 'directories'. 

* Copy/move/erase/ rename your files, copy/format disks and name disks 
and groups. 

# Keep notes or reminders or write SUBMIT files on any number of 
SuperDOS 'notepads'. 

PCW SuperDOS gives you the platform to leave Locoscript and expand your 
PCW horizons. You need never be faced with the A> prompt again! PCW 
SuperDOS is the only 'Start-of-Day' program you will need as it contains the 
essential elements of DIR, SHOW, TYPE, PIP, RENAME, ERASE, SUBMIT, DISCKIT, 
PAPER, SET, ED, RPED and DATE. SuperDOS even adds new 'built-in' com- 
mands which you can include in SUBMIT files. 

"As a replacement for the A> prompt, it is effective .... SuperDOS is an 
I excel lent tool..." 8000 Plus 

PCW SuperDOS is also reviewed in the current issue of Amstrad PCW maga- 
zine. 

I So if there's no A> prompt, what is happening while waiting for your imput? 
| SuperDOS tells you the time! 

SuperDOS ..♦ makes your PCW clever! .♦. only £29.95 

Includes a full ring bound manual. 

NOTE: SuperDOS is NOT designed for use with a hard disk. It cannot be 
used on a 256K RAM machine. The 8000 Plus review incorrectly stated that 
SuperDOS used all available memory. On a 51 2K machine there is 248K free 
Ion drive M:. SuperDOS will work with the new memory expansion boards. 



Script2Base and Text2Base 
Free Format Text Databases 

These programs rurn your Locoscript 2 or 
Protext documents into a database. No 
need to make ASCII copies. You mark the 
key phrases in a way that does not affect 
the documents. The program then creates 
up to five alphabetical subject indexes 
that you can later browse through to find 
your pearls of wisdom. Manual on disk as 
a sample free text database. 

Both programs cost £29.95 - 
please specify clearly which you require 



ALSO NEW!! PTR.COM 



For 8256/8512 users only. Displays a 
second menu bar at the bottom of 
the screen giving the up-to-date set- 
tings of Paper. Length, Spacing, Gap, 
Pitch, Margins, Tabs, Bold, Double, 
Italic and Underline. Any item can 
be changed at will and text can be 
sent direct to the printer. 
Instructions on disk. 

Only £7.95 or together with PCW 
SuperDOS for £34.95. SAVE £2.955 



Four great PCW programs from: 

Encyclasoft, 
Hayfields Grove, 
Audlem, Crewe, 
CW3 OLB 
0270 811890 




ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12,50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 

Payment by Access /Visa, Cheque, P.O. Please state make of 

computer or send s.a.e. (about 9"x7") for free catalogue giving 

details of our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL 

ASTROLOGERS including complete natal interpretations and 

forecasting. 

Also I CHING, GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

[Dcpt 8000) 67 Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts HP3 8ER England, Tel: 0442 51809 



31/2" DISK DRIVE 



£79.95 



• Low cost 'B' Drive 

• LOW COSt DiSkS tfW * C* • C^ \J PLUS £3 carriage 

The 3 I /2" Drive has become the Industry Standard. 
Now you can use it with your PCW, our low cost, top 
quality, easy to fit external drive does everything the 
3" 'B' drive does, and your disk cost will be halved. 
Supplied in white casing, cabled and ready to use. 



3'/2" DISKS £1 each 
10 31/2" Disks for £9 



MEMORY UPGRADE 

FOR THE 8256 - £29.95 

Increase the memory 
capacity to512K 



COMPACT MICROS 

177 Sunny side Lane, Otley Road. Bradford, 

West Yorkshire, BD3 OJB 

Tel: 0274 - 636652 / 640589 



KCI » li 111 




RFAIJLl 

Ansiblelndex PLUS 

The classic Locoscript indexer is 
easier to use than ever before, and 
even more powerful. Ansiblelndex 
PLUS will Index from your 
Locoscript documents: 

* Words, phrases and inverted phrases 

* Headings and sub -headings 
+ Themes and sub- themes 

* Choice of automatic alphabet sorting 
it Cross-references 



Wc include AnsibleCheck ,., the fast Locoscript word counter. 
Will count a whole document, several of them in one go ... or 
just a short section of text, (Also available separately: £19.95,1 
And the dreaded Grease Is as galling as ever 

Price: £34.95 

We also supply A.I.Q. ... the UNIQUE random text program, 
with results that are (always) uncannily lifelike and (usually) 
funny. Nothing else on the Amstrad PCW can compare with this! 
Pjjce: £29,95 

Request our info sheet for more details. All Ansible software 
comes with a manual written in plain English. The prices 
shown include VAT, postage and after-sales support. No extras! 

N.B. When ordering, please tell us which PCW model you use. 

ANSIBLE INFORMATION 

94 London Road 

Reading Berkshire, RG1 5AU, England 

TEL: 0672 62576 
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WORD SPREAD-BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £5,95 Powerful WordStar like editor with full 
htnek operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll, macro 
luncLons, word wrap, formatting, pagination, find /replace, 
pagination, undelete and many user options. 

SPREADSHEET £5.95 For home accounts, mortgage repayments, 
business transactions- 60 rows by 26 columns, menu -driven, enter 
text, numeric value or calculation. Print facility. 
DATABASE £5.95 Relational database with reports generator. Uses 
free format que™ language with macros and commands plus on-line 
help. A good Introduction to the concept of databases- Comes with a 
useful Inventory Database. 

KETBASE II £5.95 A commercial menu-driven database released as 
Shareware ■ register with the author for the full version. 15 fields and 
I2J9 records out of 32000 ■ more lhan enough to set up a simple 
database. Ideal for cataloguing collections. "Well designed, simple to 
use and El works" ■ 8000 Plus 



HOME & BUSINESS 



THE DESKMASTER £5.95 A suite of programs comprising a Desk- 
Top Appointments Calendar. Calculator, Memo-writer. Cardfile 
Database. Label Printer. Home Accounts. Mortgage Calculator, 
Weather Forecaster and UNERASE for the M drive. 
HOME VIDEO £5.95 Keep track of your video collection with this 
purpose built program. Offers four Sort Options and Forms 
Management System for printing out the data In order of title 
number, video number, global alphabetic or unique, 
HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE £5.95 Record your assets 
and their value eg. for contents Insurance, monitoring your spending, 
valuing your stamp collection, simple stock taking. 
LETAFONT £5.95 Fed up with the characters on your PCW screen? 
Wilh Lelafont you can sec a wide variety of new ones, change the took 
of programs, print out text in different styles and alter any of the 16 
fonts provided using the LETAEDIT program design your own 
character set! 

KERMIT ft FRIENDS £5,95 for data transfer between computers 
(local and remote), access to databases, bulletin hoards. Viewdata. 
Prestel Kermlt, UJcModem?. MEX & Comms utilities. 
STD CODEBOOK £5.95 Text files containing lists of all the UK 
STD codes and corresponding exchange names. Listed In 
numeric order of STD codes and alphabetical exchanges. 
NUMBER CRUNCHER £5.95 does for calculations what a word 
processor docs for text. The maihetnallan s toolbox has 15 slg-flg. 
accuracy, complex formulae, %, log, trig functions, fixed or 
floating point. Plenty of menus and on-screen help. 



• The BEST Public Domain Software 

• Specially Adapted for the PCW 

• Easy Start-Up - Full instructions 

• Fast Despatch - First Class 



PROGRAMMING 



HOW TO BUY 

Order with confidence, by phone using your Access 
or Visa card or send cheque, PO or Eurocheque to: 
Advantage, 56 Bath Road, 
Cheltenham, GL53 7HJ 

Q242 224340 Fax 0242 226755 



THE ZSO PROGRAMMER £5.95 Convert your own Assembler file into a 

fully executable machine code COM program. Includes ZSO Disassembler. 

Z80 Debugger, ZSO Library. 80S0 Disassembler. 280 to SOBO Translator 

and associated utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER £5.95 C For Yourself what C programming Is like 

A practical and useable version of C which produces ^COM programs 

Inclu des source code and documentation, 

THE PASCAL PROGRAMMER £10,95 A completely operational Pascal 

compiler which compiles to executable .COM programs. With sample 

programs and extensive documentation. [2 DISC SET). 

PROLOG SO £5 95 This powerful Interpreter offers a good introduction to the 

wnrid of Artificial Intelligence. Printed documentation supplied with the disc. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £5.95 Why not find out more about thl 

fascinating Artificial intelligence interpreter. Plenty of on-dlsc 

documentation. 

GOING FORTH £5.95 A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces 

executable programs with documentation and utilities. 

C TOOLBOX £5,95 See some practical examples of C at work with this 

disc full of C source code examples. Each program is accompanied by the 

corresponding executable .COM programs. 



MIX C COMPILER £33.05 

Thousands of satisfied users agree that this is the best 
floating point C compiler for the PCW, MIX C Is supplied with 
an fxUTLslvc manual and tutorial phis examples 
ADVANTAGE MIX £44,95 

This amazing value for money package offers all the Items 
you need to write your own programs in C - MIX C compiler. 
Text Editor. Source code for the Tutorial, Graphics Library 
and the MIX Assembler Utility. (Items also available 
separately) 

NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.99 

Very popular with colleges. Nevada Cobol offers one step 
compile and run, fast programming for commercial and home 
applications. Printed manual supplied. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER £33.00 

A good Low- cost one-step compile and run language which 
offers sequential or Indexed file I/O and trace-style 
debugging. Printed manual supplied. 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER £33.95 

Adheres closely to ihe ANSI X3.fi standard with some 1977 
extensions Two pass assembler, random I/O file, function 
library and runtime error reports. With printed manual. 
* ADVANTAGE ALSO STOCK 
THE HI&OFT RANGE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS 



GAMES AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



PIT TOUR WITS £5 95 Ptl your wits against the computer with 
Chess. Othello. MasterMlnd. Rublk s Cube. Spellll, Stone lAwartl. 
TicT acTo and Word Search puzzles generator. 
FUN a GAMES £5.95 A selection of popular classics: Pacman 
Space Invaders, Maze Game. Hungry Snake. Pressup, Ptog-Pong 
Return to Arg, Game of Life. Bugs and Gotr. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS £5.95 Packed with over 30 games 
Including Startrek Lunar Lander, Riot, Merchant, Baseball, Football. 
Horses. Civil War. Craps. Baccarat, Chase, Spies. 
COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE £5.95 The one that started It all) 
An extensive and challenging adventure game. Features game 
save and re -load. Also -BEST1ARV specially written for Ihe PCW. 
PCW CHALLENGE £5.95 Four entertaining cult games from 
Nemesis - The Trial of Arnold Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere 
Else. The Wise And Fool Of Arnold Blackwood. Brawn Free. 
TRIVIA (Jure £5.95 Mu 111 -choice game with graphics and sound, 
competitive scoring and plenty of questions. Suitable for all ages. 
Guaranteed completely trivial - 8000 Plus 
LOGO LOGIC £5.95 Six educational programs specially written 
for DR-LOGO (supplied with all PCWsl :- AIRLINER. ANAGRAM. 
HANGMAN. UFO HUNTER. LOGO-DRAW and MUSIC PRINTER. 
FUN WITH GRAPHICS £5.95 DRAWING program plots lines. 
points, boxes, four till patterns. BIO-MQRPH - fascinating graphic 
demonstration of natural selection. README - program to display 
any text Me In double width. 45 character formal. 



DO IT YOURSELF 



COMFLEAT UnLITIES £5.95 NEWSWEEP gives you one-key CP/M 
functions, makes disc and file housekeeping much easier. SUPERZAP 
Sector editor for modifying files and discs, unerasing etc. DISCHTA 
disc formatter^ 1 78k data format and 5 1 /4" second drive formatting. 
MAKE, CLEANUP, LOOKAT. UNERASE. DIRECTORY CHECK, FILE 
SPLITTER. PASSWORD PROTECTION, SCRAMBLER 
TEXT PROCESSING £5.95 Print file (eg Spreadsheet) SIDEWAYS 
ALPHABETIC SORT. WORD COUNT for text AND Locoscript, WSCLEAN, 
CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING CHECKER. SCORING CARD 
Generator. BANNER Printers, TYPEWRITER EMULATOR 
DISC ORGANISATION £5.95 CATALOGUE your discs. LU 
LIBRARY UTILITIES for archiving, FILE DATING system * 
SQUEEZE and UNSQUEEZE for space saving. 
INSTA-MENU Now you have menu presentation similar to 
Locoscript for your CP/M programs. Simple program selection, 
copy, view, print out. Easy access to all user areas. The Ideal 
"front end" for all your discs. 



LISTINGS PLUS 



Utility belter! 



Listings Plus has been deluged by drawing programs, calendars, games and 
menus. Most of these are excellent but they tend to be variations on a theme - 
you can only have so many calendars after ail. What we need the most is a good 
programming utility. Although it is quite possible to sit down with Pretext or 
Loco Script and write a program, there are niggles. You have to leave both to gel 
back to BASIC and even RPED.BAS (the BASIC editor provided with the PCW) 
won't keep an eye on the things which most progammers need to be monitored. 
So, we have a proposition for you all. We need a listing which will fulfil the 
following criteria. The one that does will win the prize (to be announced at the 
bottom of this box). 

It must track variables - both string and numeric. 

It should also be able to provide information on the following: 
the number of times each variable was mentioned 
the line numbers in which they appeared 



REM statements 

REM line numbers 

PRINT statements 

PRINT line numbers 
Aside from this, any features which you think might be useful to other 
programmers in Mallard BASIC can be included. There should be good on- 
screen prompts and the ability to address all three drives. 

The length of the listing should ideally be less then 100 lines. Because 
we have to run a checksum program no line should contain more than 
80 characters. 

The prize will be any book you care to choose under the price of £20 and the 
listings fee of SOp per line (dependent on quality). We know you can do it. So 
send your entries, on disc, with documentation to: Listings Pius Competition, 
Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth St, Bath, BA1 SAP. 



BEAN.BAS 

by K Boothroyd 



r Boothroyd has decided to call this 
game Jumping Bean. However, many 
of the chess players amongst you will 
probably recognise this game as the 
Knight's Circuit or Knight's Tour. For many. 
many years this has been one of the most 
difficult, but satisfying, excersises the great 
game can offer. 

With BEAN you have td move a marker 
around an 8 by 8 board touching every square 
but touching only once. You move in the same 
way as a chess knight (or horsey as it is 
known in the 8000 Office). This means 
moving in an L-shape. Two squares up, down 



or sideways and once across. This brain- 
blaster has been able to keep some of the 
greatest players of all time happy for hours on 
end. There are thousands of ways of 
achieving the Tour and even more ways of 
getting it wrong. 

The programming itself is fairly compact 
for what it achieves - not only does it have 
to monitor the movements it also has to keep 
a weather eye out for the squares which 
have been touched. Probably the most 
interesting part about the BEAN is the fact 
that even though there is a board shown on 
the screen, there is not a DEF FN (define user 
function) to be seen. Instead Mr Boothroyd 
makes use of the variable b$ to do the 
work for him. 

Again, some additions could be made. 
A 'save game' feature could be very useful, as 
well as a method of quitting mid-stream. As it 
stands, once you have started there is no 
quitting - you have to plough on to the end 




Even a child could' do I his one - say Mr and Mrs Karpov's little boy, 
Guide Ihe msrter around lire board *Nh Itw frustrating BEAN.BAS 

or use the good old [ALT]+[C] combination 
to escape. As a jumping off point for more 
detailed programming - some might say 
impossible Artificial Intelligence - you might 
like to try programming the PCW to complete 
the tour all by itself. This would be a real 
programming feat to say the least. 



10 DIM bor%<3,8> 

20 FOR t=l TO 8; FOR y=l TO 8: bor%<t , y>=0: NEXT y:NEXT t 

30 bor%<4, 4 > = 1 : row%=4: col%=4; sc5t=l 

40 "b$=CHRS<32> :eS=CHH$C138) 

50 FRINT CHR$<27>; "B"jCHRS<27> ;"H" ; 

60 FRINT 

70 PRINT CHR$<27) ;"H*'; b$; 

80 FOR w=l TO 20;PRINT b$;:NEXT w 

90 FOR t=49 TO 56: PRINT bS; bS; CHRS <t > ; b$; b$; : NEXT t: PRINT 



s mile lot sets up the Board on which your mmd will be tested. Mole the clever use oi irte bS and eS vanables to save space in the code 



05 DE 
1918 
0D2C 
097B 
OCAB 
0482 
095A 
1088 
1BD7 



100 
110 
120 
130 
140 
150 
160 
170 
180 
190 



NEXT qq 



FOR t=l TO 8 

FOR qq=l TO 20; PRINT bS; 

PRINT bS;:FOR w=l TO 8 

PRINT CHSS<134> ; eS; eS ; eS; CHRS €140) 

FOR qq=l TO 20: PRINT bS;:NEXT qq 

PRINT CHRS<64+t> ; : FOR y=l TO 8 

IF bor%<t,y>=0 THEN PRINT 

IF bor%(t,y>=l THEN PRINT 

IF bor*/.<t,y>=3 THEN PRINT 

NEXT y: PRINT 



NEXT w; PRINT 



CHRS ( 133 ) ; bS ; bS j b$ j CHRS < 133 ) j 

CHRS < 133 > ; b$ ; CHRS < 188 > ; b$ | CHRS < 133 > ; 

CHRS < 133 > j b$ ; CHRS ( 187 ) ; b$ ; CHRS < 133 > ; 



06B4 
11D6 
0BA6 
16 B2 
11DF 
0E39 
1851 
1BE7 
1BEB 
0913 



The hoard is set up he<e. Those two variables come m very handy in lines I KM 80. saving space and speeding things up. 
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ARE 3" DISCS COSTING YOU A FORTUNE? 

ADD A 3.5" HIGH CAPACITY 
B DRIVE TO YOUR PCW 

ONLY £89 



AMS0FT3" DISCS £2.50 

SONY 3.5" DISCS,. £0.95 

8256/8512 RIBBONS....... £2.99 

PCW95 12 RIBBONS £2.75 

AMS30L DISC BOX £12.50 

3"/3.5" DISC BOX £9.99 

60g PAPER 2000 SHEETS £16.50 

80g PAPER 2000 SHEETS £24.50 

LOCOSCRIPT 2/SPELL £29.99 

MICRO DESIGN 2 £49.99 

TYPING TUTOR £19.99 

SEAL & TYPE {STATE MODEL) ....£12.50 

RIBBON RE-FRESH £7.99 

8256/8512 DUST COVER SET £1 1.50 

PCW 9512 DUST COVER SET, £13.50 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & P & P 

SHOP OPEN 9-6 MON-SAT 

PHONE 0695 29046 

FAX 0695 50673 

K & M COMPUTERS 

140 SANDY LANE CENTRE 

SKELMERSDALE 

LANCS. WN8 8LH 



SIGNWRITER/ 



Quality lettering 
from your PCW 



£29.95 



Many extra fonts (£5.75 each plus disk), e.g.: 

1 Hje IDECe Choi Corn CM 



Also: 

PAPERBASE DeLuxe For bibliographies 
LABELWRITER for product labels 
OXSTAT lor statistics 
COLOURED RIBBONS 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

Dept. 8P 

kk Roan Street 

London SElO 9JT 

Tel. (01) 858 2699 



"■' 



~ W: 



AMSTRAD 



COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



We repair Amstrad models 464, 664, 6128, 8256, 8512. 
9512, PC1512 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

* Maintenance now available in West London * 
PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 



TELEPHONE: 01-902 5218 



DEPT+, UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
WEMBLEY. MIDDX HA0 4JB 



aU 



COMPUTER 
SERVICES 



O fP O 



(0202)431762 



All prices IKCIUDE VAT & CARRIAGE 
Cheque/PO's with order please or 

phon e using Access or Visa 
■■H All orders ft ' I M B 
y|y despatched W\ ™ 
same day subject to availability 



DEPT 8000, 32 Granville' Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH5 2AH 



MAXELL DISKS 



3 CF2 Per 5 Ell.ZC 

Per 10 £22.45 

Head Cleaner £3.95 



STORAGE BOX 



Top Quality. Ui.kahli: I kikls 30 ..i;9.75 



DUST COVERS 



PROTKCr YOUR EQUIPMENT! 

Smart. Washable. & Antistatic 

8256/8S12 £11.95 

9512 £13.95 

Fully Adjustable Hi Kit 

All Printers £9.95 



PRINTER STAND 



CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 



Full range available Forms Price 

Per Bo* Per Box 

11 i 9.5 

1 Part600KM[MI HorMRuled....2000 17.94 

1 Part 70CSM [Ml Plain 2000 19.33 

1 Part80G5M[M[ ' 2000 21. 14 

1 Pan 9C*SM IMI ■ 1000 14.43 

2 Pan NCR 1000 24.30 

3 Pan SCR • 700 26.59 

2 Part NCR TINT (Whlte/Plnkl..l0O0 28.01 

3 Part .NCR TINT (Whlit/Miiw/PliiklTSO 30-95 

11.66 3t 9.25 (A4S1ZE) 

I Part60OSMi|MJ Plain 2000 21.60 

I Part 70CSM |M] ' 2000 21.67 

I Part 80GSM [Ml ' 2000 25,61 

1 Pan90CSMIMl ' 1000 16.84 

2 Pan NCR80/57 " 1000 3S.54 

11 1 14.5 

1 Pan 60GMS Plain w MRulrd2000 22.00 

2 Pan NCR -..1000 ..29.14 

3 Pan NCR -. ,-_700 35.52 

IMI ■ Micro perls on all edges 



RIBBONS 



1 oil 2off Soft 

6256/8512 Nam life 3.95 7.45 16.95 

8256/ 65 1 2 Extra life 4.95 8,95 19.95 

8256/8512 M/strikt 3.95 745. 

H256/ B51 2 Flir Colon re".... 4. 95 8,95, 

9512 Norm Life 3.95 745, 

9512 Ellra Life 4.95 8.95 

951 2 Multlstrtke 3.95 7 '.«, 

9512 Fabric Colours' 4.95 8.95, 

* Colours - Bloc. Red. Green. Brown 
VVr have ribbons for lOO's of printers 



..16.95 
,.19,95 
..16.95 
..16.95 
..16.95 
.19,95 



RIBBON REFRESH ! 



Unique spray allows you tn re-Ink faded 
lahrir ribbons In seconds. 160ml can.. .£9,95 



COMPUTER LABELS 



Top quality Avery Ubets 2M0 '0000 

1 ACROSS E E 

2 % X 1 S, 5 8.00 29.35 

2'. 4 «1 7 i,g 9,75 36.95 

3 <i s x"»„ 8.50 3 1. 55 

3 '■;, X1 '(„ ..1 0.95 42.35 

3 i,j x 1<s,„ M.90 59.45 

4 x is., 8 8.95 33.95 

4 x 1'., e 11.45 44.30 

4 x 1's„ 15.05 59.95 

2 ACROSS 

2 a< x »:« 7.35. ...26.50 

2 s.» X 1 '.n 8,75, ...32,55 

3 '.5 x'6'« 8.20. ...30. 10 

3 'a X 1 '«« 10.95 42.35 

3 'a x I'Sin • 14 90....S9.45 

4 X ",i6 9. 25. ...34.75 

4 X 1*'i» II 45 .44.30 

4 X 1<Si6 14.70....58.95 

3 ACROSS 

2 a» X «rt» 7.16 25.67 

2 It X 1 fj« 8,64 31,97 

3 >1 X «n« 7.31 32.32 

3 '=x 1 'in 9.75 36.95 

3 '.JX 1".i6 13.18 51.20 

4 x is,n 8.20 30.10 

4 X1 7 '16 11.11 43.15 

4 x 1'S. IS 14.58 58.37 



External Disc Drives 

8256, 85 12 & 9512 External Drive B Disc Drives 
TEAC FD235F 3.5" Drives in quality heavy glee! cases, grey texture finished. £90 
TEAC FD55 FR 5.25" Drives in grey texture finished steel cases. £95 

Add A Third DRrvE To A Twin Drive PCW 

As above but with additional switched cabling which allows the 

Drive to be selected as an alternative Drive B. 

3.5" £105 5.25 £110 

Easy to fit - all plug iti - full year's guarantee - 
7 day money bark if not satisfied ■ priees include P&Pand VAT. 

Disks 5.25" £5 for 10 Disks 3.5" £10 for 10 

PINBOARD COMPUTERS 

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, 

London Road, 

BALDOCK SG7 6HP 

Tel: 0462 894410 



HD DESIGN CLIP ART FOR DTP 



HOl CirPSft FONTS: li"tfriwir.*'c- , i;i.pii I j6Ciciip vl iiiuElrujiwii 

MOjqt^MOPMAOIC. Pica id l^ii edg'jprnciincludinij rjrjfli tltl DuJ<J**igt C&ri 
— — iltHigijdl. •WHfrXNtttJfnpiin-rrti. pofteavH •*,« 4 tpKail bDOEMU mfcMlg toffl 

*ajni tor h-mi ±na Bortsari 

.p l><a'*hi ■*.!■*. #j»,i >^'-n g»i.Trj* ».a.v<fi rrjiayj,- .,: 



HOi POSTER KIT C^pf'Wl tf toiirMn£Jt:iat*r>dpfti1»'anifi ■riitHn r 'B ■jQu w 
P'Wutt peiUi* ivrth rKhiCW slappirfl InclbcHi ft Ht d gytliril -BJot ■flfllilh ItTMrA 
Kl*|i it* OtiiflP-rtaJ Tn^r □*!-. illum.rkitKl Ouuactfri PKifti'Hdr'DtdAftrirrtriarFiiri 
FtMi and S&M 

HO5PAGE MAfift- OuH.r* liQuHU -^dudirvj fl-fki* b%or« in JOMHI JJtL'Wl tr^htlUt 
"nruii 1 fi-ayfl ch."ji#n tna P0Hri,li ftui J saracbafi at Vidap digit^[*rj irrugn, | fcorri* 
Dl^Dndgm «nd t* KIKtf mtO» OtCO'li'M liafrm 0«r r^ grurrfiini 00 gm O-K 

h0* Cartoon FUN AS dnson* induovig ctin >wi i*3gi c*ii kouI gu>r» city 
Qtrir. * Hl*ChCin r» locul Bipia^siDni m*vi*dtr. e**rdi .h>i*i ri».(i»i ma n-.jr y 
Cvi rtfjii .oaauiae d.- k lo dal# 

PAC K: A wltctinn tri tS3 graphs Horn Mfc! £ HD2 SHiTiilWd rr- GflF 1Pi Vi> 



DISCS E13.50 EACH INCLUDIMG PSP HD6 CARTOON FUN AVAJABLE NOW!! 

WE STOCK DISCS FOflMATTED FOB M1CBOOESIGN II STOP PRESS 
NEWSDESK INTEnNATIONAL. AND THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER 
PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH DTP SOFTWARE YOU ARE USING WHEN PLACING AN ORDER 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR OLIB FREE INFORMATION SHEET. 




E3 



HDDKSK.N 

3 ROL'NDTHORN WAV, WOKING, SURREY GU21 JQN. 
TKLEPHONE (04867) 81394 



VISA 



LISTINGS PLUS 



200 FOR qq=i TO 2Q;PRINT bS ; : NEXT qq 

210 PRINT bS;:FOR w=l TO 8 

220 PRINT CHRS (131) ; e$ ; eS; e$; CHRS (137) ; ; NEXT w: PRINT 

230 NEXT t: PRINT: PRINT " score " | sc% 

240 IF sc%=64 THEN 500 

250 REM *********»**»**##************# 

260 REM **** get input from keys ***« 



The messages which will bring either money a misery are created here Also lote Ihe use ol the User functions in lines 190 210. These were detined «n lines 30 and 30 



270 aS=lNKEYS: IF aS="" THEN 270 

280 IF ASC<aS)<49 OR ASC(aS)>56 THEN 270 

290 PRINT CHR$<27) ; " Y" ; CHRS (60) ; CHRS (36) ; 

300 PRINT CHR$<7> ; 

310 nrow7.=ASC(a$) -48: PRINT nrow%; 

320 aS=INKEY$; IF a$="" THEN 320 

330 IF ASC<a$)<97 OR ASC(aS)>104 THEN 320 

340 PRINT CHRS (7); 

350 ncol%=ASC(aS) -96: PRINT a$ 



Your move is monitored here. I™ 270 eiamines the keyboard. Would this be the ideal place lor a Quit foutine perhaps' 



360 IF bor%<ncol%,nrow%)=0 THEN 420 

370 PRINT CHR$(27);"Y" ; CHRS (60) ;CHRS<36); 

380 PRINT ". . . . ILLEGAL MOVE. . . " ; : FOR delay=l TO 2000; NEXT delay 

390 PRINT CHRSC27) ;"Y"; CHRS (60) ; CHRS (36>; 

400 FOR loop=l TO 20;PRINT b$;:NEXT loop 

410 GOTO 70: REX *** dont forget this line *** 

420 FOR w=l TO 8: READ c,d 

430 IF (nrow%=row%+c)*<ncol%=col5i+d> THEN 470 

440 NEXT w: RESTORE 

450 GOTO 370 

460 REM 



An interesting use ol DATA reading occurs here in the loop when begins on line 420 This hekjs lo matte sure you're not cheating -see line 380 



470 RESTORE: bor%(col%, ro*r%>=3: row*/.= nrow51; col%=ncol% 

480 borK Ccol%,row%)=l:sc%=sc%+1:GOTO 70 

490 DATA 2,1,1,2,-2,1,-1,2,2,-1.1,-2,-1,-2,-2,-1 

500 PRINT CHRS (27) ;"Y" ; CHRS (60) ; CHRS (36) ; 

510 PRINT ". . .WELL DONE. ..." 

520 FOR delay=l TO 6000: NEXT delay: END 



II you ever complete the game ihen you might see Ihe message on line 510, The rest ol this section deals wth your moves 



11D5 
0BA5 
16A8 
1243 
0896 
0834 
10C8 



0A48 
0EF5 
0FB1 
0734 
0F90 
0A22 
0F16 
0740 
0C9C 



1022 
OFAD 
1CB7 
0FB3 
14D5 
1619 
OADB 
116B 
OAOl 
04CA 
03BD 



19A1 
1136 
0C69 
0F9C 
OBFO 
11F1 



How to type in a listing 



The first thing to is get BASIC running. To achieve this you will need to load CP.'M. 
Once you have done this Insert the disc with BASIC.COM and type BASIC at 
Ihe A> prompt. 

You will know when you have BASIC running when the A> prompt disappears 
to be replaced with Ok, the BASIC prompt. 

Now all you have to do is type the listing in line by line ignoring the tour 
figure (hexadecimal) numbers at the end o! each line. These are check digits 
which relate to the Checksum program printed in issue 26. 

Don't press [RETURN] as soon as you have finished a line. Go back over the 
line and check for typing errors which can occur when you least expect them. 
Once you are happy that the line is correct, you can move on to the next one. 
When you have finished typing the program, you must save it. To do this fype 
Save"DABBLE. (or whatever name you prefer). There is no need to bother with the 
.bas as the PCW assumes this. If you wish to save the program in ASCII form, so 
that you can examine it in LocoScript or your favourite word processor, you 



should type Save "DABBLE.BAS",a. 

Having done Ihis you should then type LIST which will print the program on 
the screen. If you want a copy from the printer you must type LUST. Give Ihe 
listing another look over to make sure everything is all right. It it looks okay the 
time has come to type RUN. 

If the program runs properly first lime, you can count yourself very lucky 
indeed. The chances are that an error message such as Syntax Error in Line 123 
[or some such line) will occur. 

To deal with this problem merely type EDIT 123 and the line will come up on 
the screen. Check it against the magazine version and make any corrections 
using the [DEL] and cursor keys. Once the alterations have been made you must 
save the program again. 

The chances are that a few errors will occur, don't worry aboul thai as error 
solving is ihe best way to learn programming. Finally if you are in doubt you 
should consult the manual. 
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Small businesses 
Self-employed 
Professionals 
Personal finances 
Clubs etc etc 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 



£49.95 



For business, professional or personal use, MONEY MANAGER is the ideal system for managing your money. 
* Far easier to set up and to use than other accounting software - 
- yet packed with an unrivalled range of features for fast, efficient and enjoyable control of your finances. 



■ All options are selected from a menu 

■ Any number of data files- business - personal - etc 

■ 12 months of accounts per (ile, with up to 500 entries /month 

■ Move file forward by a month at a time when required 

■ Up to 20 user-defined accounts (banks, cash, cards, etc) 

■ Up to 50 user-defined classes of income/expenditure 

■ Arrange classes into logical groups for powerful analysts 

■ Design classes to suit your own special environment 

■ Up to 50 user-defined marks' for extra report selectivity 

■ Fast and natural data entry - like adding lines to a statement 

■ Optional reference (up to 6 characters) for each entry 

■ Your own descriptive text (up to 18 characters) for each entry 

■ Your codes are displayed on the screen during data entry 

■ Add, modify or delete existing items at any time 

■ Quick insertion of regular entries/standing orders 

■ Sort entries into date order at the press ofa key 

■ Specify account/class/class group/mark for each report 

■ Detailed statements, item by item, tor any range of months 
a Totals tor each class of transaction for one or more months 

■ Spreadsheet-type table showing class totals for each month 

■ Reports may be for consolidated class groups 

■ Report showing class totals tor each account 

■ Account statistics - monthly max, min, average balances etc 

■ Bar charts for up to three selected categories of entry 

■ Pie charts for up to 20 selected categories of entry 



■ Report of monthly income, expenditure and cash-flow 
Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss etc) 



i Automatic calculation of VAT (with multiple rates if required) 
i Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amoun 
i Summary VAT statements in same format as VAT return 



Simply ignore VAT features if they are not required 

■ Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 

■ Budget and cash-flow forecasts - may be updated 

■ Print any report on built-in PCW printer 

■ Printing may be switched to a separate printer 

■ Attached Dot-matrix, Daisy and Laser printers supported 

■ Print any report to a file for use with Locoscript etc 

■ Data search facility to find "lost"' items 

■ Full vertical and horizontal screen scrolling of reports 

■ Pop-up five-function multi-line calculator with memory 

■ Macros to record and play back sequences of key-strokes 

• Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of F1 key 
> Back-up copies of data files created automatically 

■ Easy installation routine produces self-starting "turnkey" disc 

■ Data may be kept on program disc or on separate disc(s) 

■ Suitable for PCW-9512, PCW-8512 and PCW-8256 

■ Suitable for single or twin disc systems 

■ Comprehensive 64 page manual (with index) 

■ Two sample sets of data provided for initial practice 

■ Free and indefinite telephone support 



Here are some comments from the people who matter and who really know the system - the users: 

/ am so impressed with the software that I thought you might like to know that i think it is superb and surpasses 
many other packages I have bought at more than twice the price of Money Manager. Thanks for a fantastic, easy to 
use piece of software that represents outstanding value for money. DA J. (Uncs) 

/ cannot let this opportunity pass without repeating my satisfaction with Money Manager. I am using it for the book- 
keeping of several small businesses. Before I retired recently after 40 years in banking, 24 of which were as a 
branch manager, I would have been delighted if my small (and some not so small) business customers had 
presented me with figures and statistics of their businesses as produced by Money Manager. It really is a program 
which, being so easy to use, could save many businesses from the chaos and disaster which can, and so often 
does, result from poor or non-existent book-keeping. R.A.L (Cheshire) 

Thank you for providing such a marvellous and easy to use program at such a reasonable price. No longer do we 
guess how much is where and no decisions are made without first consulting Money Manager, k.d. (Milton Keynes) 

I think this is the best program that t use on my computers and I have tried quite a few programs! A.B. (Iceland) 

I have bought the new Money Manager - and I think it is magnificent. The manual is so rare in the mass market: a 
well printed, clear, concise, friendly instruction booklet written for us amateurs who really aren't computer experts, 
and don't particularly want to be. I really do congratulate whoever listened to the market, and whoever wrote the 
instruction book. Well done indeed! C.p.g. (Hove) 

/ have been very pleased with the program, in fact it is an indispensable part of my business. My accountant is 
pleased and I'm sure it saves some of his fees due to the reports etc that I can give him. It's incredible that it can be 
so good at this price. LP. (Walsall) 

The program is perfect, just what I needed. If it were edible I would have a second portion, n.t. (Wilts) 

/ should like to say how pleased and impressed I am with Money Manager. It seems to me far simpler, faster and 
more flexible than any of the other accounts packages I have looked at. I have so far used it to prepare two sets of 
accounts for a small business, and am delighted with the results. R.D.H. (Yeovil) 

/ must say that next to my word-processor this has to be my most frequently used program and cenainly has made 
an astounding change to our finances. All in all .... brilliant! Dr i.n.p. (Co Durham) 

/ would like to take this opportunity of congratulating you on an excellent program. I am treasurer of a local cycling 
club and the help that the program gives me in that job is tremendous, and impresses the auditors too! It is also 
very useful to be able to keep track of my personal accounts, and know to the penny how much I owe to the various 
credit card companies. Keep up the good work! j.f.n. (wilts) 



Connect 

Software Ltd. 



Over 25,000 users can't be wrong! 

To receive your copy of MONEY MANAGER PCW by return first class post, either send a 
cheque or phone quoting your Visa. Access or Am ex card number for immediate despatch. 
Won -Sun 8am- 1 0pm Price £49.95 Includes VAT & postage. 

3 Flanchford Road, London W12 9ND Tei 01 743 9792 

■>lff a ff a ff a ff a ff a fflff a ff a ff fl ff a ff a ff a ff a ff a ff a ff a ff a ffnH^^^iHBBaHHiiallllllllHiBaBH 




LANGFORD 




An old friend called to bewail 
his feelings of computerised 
obsolescence. His dearly 
■ beloved PCW has become 
worn and tatty, and people (he 
says) laugh at him for clinging to 
a machine bought three whole 
years ago. 

"Is it time for a change?" he 
asked with a technophilic gleam in 
his eye. "State of the art. High 
tech. Cutting edge. Fast lane. 
Maybe in matt black to match the 
music centre ... ' 

Well, possibly not black - the 
business computer industry 
seems committed to pale grey or 
beige cases, ingeniously toned to 
highlight the dingy evidence of 
actual use. (Why is the filthiest key 
on my PCW the J?) But a faster 
system does seem to be a fure. 

I cheered him by making up 
and quoting the hardware version 
of Parkinson's Law, which is that 
your expectations of the most 
fabulous new machine will expand 
until, sooner than you think, you 
start grumbling at its absurd 
limitations. 

One instance of the law is 
known to writers of this column as 
Terry Pratchett's Insight: "There's 
no such thing as a fast computer 
after the first three days." By this 
time, the super new machine has 
become normal (i.e. faintly if not 
quite annoyingly sluggish), while 
your old one is now so ridiculously 
slow as to be unusable. 

Indeed, strangely enough, I 
find my IBM word-processing 
system doesn't seem that much 
astonishingly faster than 
LocoScript. The IBM may indeed 
run at ten times the PCW's speed, 
but against that is the fact that the 
software 1 use can handle a full- 
tength book as a single file. In 
accordance with the Law, the 
eager writer does exactly this, 
ungratefully takes the facility for 
granted, and spends his or her 
time moaning that as a 



Optional Extras 

"You mean it doesn't come with 
software?" said my pal in 
boggle me nt, and fainted when 
explained that the market leader 
amongst IBM word processors 
cost £425 plus VAT, admittedly 
negotiable to much less by 
avoiding posh computer dealers 
with nice suits and carpets. 

Indeed, the pricing policies of 
multi-national software companies 
are a real running sore in the 
computer industry, I still gnash my 
teeth at being an authorized 
dealer for a package we'll call 
Ex pensive Word, and finding that 
the suppliers (a) flogged software 
in bulk to mail order box -shifters 
who could make a profit selling 
them at less than the discount 
price quoted to authorized dealers; 
(b) in answer to enquiries, advised 
prospective customers that 'the 
going rate' was less than I as a 
dealer could buy it for, let alone 
sell it for. 

But I digress, as usual. 
Although it's barely possible to get 
by with public domain stuff, anyone 
seriously planning to invest in an 
IBM system should be careful to 
budget a few hundred for word- 
processing software alone. 

Other extras include a printer, 
rarely part of the deal, and a 
printer cable, and perhaps a 
complicated mass of 
communications software, 
interfaces and cables to allow 
transfer of documents from the 
old PCW. 

I fell into the 'extras' trap this 
year when tempted by a special 
offer of a DIP Pocket PC, better 
known under its 'Atari Portfolio' 
alias. It came with batteries and 
built-in ROM software, and is the 
first portable computer which has 
both a real operating system and 



do'es go in the pocket instead of 
being luggage. 

Immediately, it didn't work. 
Extra item number one was a 
fresh set of batteries. Then I ran 
into software bugs (never try to 
save an empty document, for 
example) and had to reset the 
machine. This meant losing 
everything in memory. Extra 
number two was therefore the 
equivalent of a disc: a battery- 
backed memory card with a price 
that made my eyes water. 

Extras three and four were 
needed to transfer stuff to my 
desktop computer: an interface 
box and a peculiar cable which a 
Tottenham Court Road shop first 
couldn't believe in and then had to 
make up specially, 

Reading the small print that 
came with the interface. I was 
instructed to buy extra number five 
in the form of a mains adaptor, 
since transferring files is such a 
frightful drain on the batteries ... 

It's a sweet little machine, 
though, and when I've dredged up 
a technical manual and/or another 
cable (extras six and seven), I'll 
report on how well it works as a 
roving accessory to the PCW. 

One safe bet is that although 
the Pocket PC behaves like a 
tiny IBM, the still-delayed IBM 



LocoScript will not work usefully 
with its strictly limited 40x8 LCD 
screen. 

Yuppie Bait 

Another friend has just bought an 
Amstrad PPC: imagine her delight 
at finding it came with a free 
cellphone! Now she too could chat 
with her stockbroker while 
whizzing along the M4 fast lane 
and working the fax machine with 
her other hand. 

Once again, there were some 
extras: Connecting' the free 
cellphone costs £60. Line rental is 
£25 per month, plus call charges. 
Insurance against loss is 
compulsory, at £3.50 a month. You 
pay a further £3 a month Invoicing 
charge! And none of the above 
includes VAT. All payments must be 
via direct -debit - which allows the 
cellphone mob to take what they 
like, when they like, from your bank 
account. Credit worthiness' is a 
condition of contract, and as a 
display of trust in this quality a 
deposit of £200 is required. 

As my software partner said to 
me, "We're in the wrong business, 
mate." It certainly sharpened our 
irritation at motorway punters 
yakking obliviously away on their 
wretched phones: now we know 
they're all vastly richer than us....B 
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black 

appro 

your PCW as well, with more than enough lime-saving tips to make 

up the hour you lose on March 25th. 

This month the Reverend M Komor of Wales wins £35 for 
LocoFiie, LocoScript and Micro Design tips. If you know any 
illuminating tips on LocoScript, LocoFiie, 8ASIC or any other 
popular program, tell us - we pay hard cash for the best onesl 
Send your bright ideas to Tipofls, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2AP. 



Two file Loco editing! 



g 



The ability to work on two 
files at once is great. You 
can keep notes or 
background information 
in one file and write them up in 
the other - ideal tor writers, 
journalists, academics and 
letter- writers. 

LocoScript, unlike Protext, 
doesn't allow simultaneous two-file 
editing, but by using LocoFiie you 
can have something close to it. 

If you want to work with 
biggish documents, say around 
10K, first of all define a new paper 
type from the disc manager's [f6] 
Settings menu that is at least 80 
wide and99 lines deep. This is 
the maximum size paper you can 
use with LocoFiie, 

Then create or edit the 
documents you want to use in 
the normal way, and save one of 
them in its entirety as a block, 
say Block 1 . 

Next create a new datafile and 
type [f5] 'Select Paper Type'. Use 




cursors to 
select the new 
big page size 
just created. 

Back in the [f5] card menu, 
set your card size to 80 wide by 
99 deep. Then type [f3] to create 
new item and define its size to 
the same dimensions. Finally 
press [EXIT] and you will be able 
to type in your first record. 

Now, by pasting in block 1 , 
the record will be filled with the 
document you've chosen. Be 
warned though: this calls for 
some vigorous number- 
crunching, and it can take 30 
seconds for a 1 000 word 
document to appear on screen! 

You'll now be able to flip 
between any document you are 
editing and this one at any time 
just by calling LocoFiie from with 
the document. Very useful tor 
reference to notes and so on! 
Reverend M Komor, 
Llantwit Major, S Glamorgan 



Drive me away 

a How can I get rid of the 
'Drive is A:" message 
that appears at the foot 
of the screen in CP/M? 
M Keeble, Rayleigh, Essex 



you do is to type 

[EXI1J0 

(zero, not the letter O). This 

makes the PCW use that bottom 

line instead of reserving it for the 

printer status line and 'Drive is A:' 

messages. [EX!T]1 restores 



8000 PLUS; At the A> prompt all normality. 



Iconoclast 



n 



1 , MicroDesign, like 
most DTP programs. 
allows you to design 
your own icons, in this 
case on a coarse 24x24 grid. 

Why not make use of the 
extra definition afforded by MD 
over other programs by 
designing icons on the Font 
Designer's 32x64 grid? 

To do this, first access the 
Font designer from the Layout 
screen by typing [EXIT]F. 

Once in the designer make 
the usable area of the grid as 
large as possible by moving the 
margin and base lines, then 
draw your icon to pixel accuracy. 
At the base of the screen select 
one of the characters that isn't 
used very often, say the # 
character, then press K[eep) to 
redefine the # key as the icon. 

Save the font file to disc 
with a new name, and from then 
on, whenever that font file is 
loaded, typing the # will give the 
new icon. 

2, Whenever possible, save 
graphics files as AREAS from 
the Layout, rather than as CUTS 



from the Design screen. Areas 
are compressed into a lot less 
disc space. 

3. Unless the design of your word 
demands an upright (portrait) 
layout, try and use the A4 
sideways option, as the quality 
seems even better than usual. 

4. Exiting to CP/M leaves you with 
the keys altered. The fastest way 
to get them back to normal is to 
have a disc with SETKEYS.COM 
(from your CP/M disc) and 
LOCOCHAR.KEY (from your 
LocoScript 2 disc). Typing 
SETKEYS LOCOCHAR.KEY at 
the A> with the disc in the drive 
will restore things. 



Space: the final frontier 



jj 



For LocoScript menus 
which require the set 
keys [+] and [-] to place 
and remove a tick next 
to an option, you can use the 
easier to find space bar instead 
to change the option. 



Both tips from: 
Reverend M Komor, 
Llantwit Major, 
S Glamorgan 



Spelling update 

^p"IH What must I do lo copy 
|U| the updated 
LVJ USERSPELDCTinthe 
^™S system group in drive M 
to the file called USERSPELDCT 
in Group 7 of my startup disc? 
Anne Cherchian, 
London 

8000 PLUS: The short answer is 
'by using [f3} in the normal way', 
but I think a bit more explanation 
might be appropriate! 

LocoSpell always uses the 
user dictionary it finds in the 
same group as the one you've 
created your document in. So if 
you create a document in group 7 
of your start of day disc, the user 
dictionary there is updated (or 
created if there isn '! one). It you 



create a document in the system 
group of M. the user dictionary in 
there will be updated. 

The thing is that the user 
dictionary in group 0. the system 
group, of M was the one copied 
across from group of the 
startup disc. 

The answer to your problem 
seems to be therefore to use [f3] 
to copy the user dictionary in 
group Oof M to group 7 of your 
startup disc. From then on in 
group 7 of M you 'II have the 
dictionary there, copied for you 
automatically on startup. Create 
any documents to be 
speltchecked here and do your 
updating here. Before switching 
off. copy the amended 
USERSPELDCT back to 
group 7 of your startup using 
[f3] as normal. 




Cracking problems 

SWhat do I do to print out 
in the Cracker spread- 
sheet in small print? 
WG Calvert, 
Petworth, W Sussex 

8000 PLUS Select a text mode 



as normal. Pressing 
[ALTjOfHETURNj (that's a capital 
O. not a zero) shrinks the print. 
giving you up to 132 columns. 
[ALT]R[RETURNj returns to 
normal. Similarly [ALTjN enlarges 
print, [ALTJT returns to normal 
size, and [ALTJO puts text into 
bold. You cant edit text in these 
modes, by the way. 
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Subliminal to the ridiculous 



w . I'm writing a program in 
^jJtl BASIC, and I'd like to 



til 

^^^ make a message 
^■™ appear on screen for 
the shortest time possible. I've 
tried using PRINT to display the 
message and then immediately 
afterwards overprinting it with 
blanks, but it takes too long. Is 
there a better way? 
David Hammings, 
Southampton 

8000 PLUS : Hmm. Are you 
trying to display subliminal 
messages, by any chance? Well, 
here's a suggestion. It uses the 
OUT 248.8 command which 
blanks the screen (by changing 
the colour of the letters to black 
- the text remains on screen, 
but invisible) and OUT 248. 7 
which restores the green or 
white text colour. 

The effect of the listing below 
is to display the message BUY 
8000 PLUS EVERY MONTH in 
the middle of a blanked screen 
so fast that it should not register 
consciously hence boost the 
magazine s already ridiculously 
high sates. Lines to and 80 just 
clear the screen. 



10 PRINT CHR$(27)+"E"+ 

CHR$(27) + "H" 
20 OUT 248.8 
30 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y"+ 

CHR$(55)+CHR$(55)+ 'BUY 

8000 PLUS EVERY MONTH" 
40 OUT 248.7 
50FORt=1 TOW.NEXT 
60 OUT 248.8 
70 PRINT CHR$(27)+"E"+ 

CHR$(27)+"H" 
80 OUT 248.7 

You can make the message 
appear for a bit longer by 
increasing the 10 in line 50. In 
fact with values under about 12 
the message sometimes doesn't 
appear at all. depending on the 
synchronisation of the screen 
drawing and the instant you print 
the message. 

Incidentally, it is reported that 
a cinema in the US in the 1960s 
tried to increase the sales of its 
ice-cream by flashing the words 
ICE CREAM subliminally in the 
middle of the film. 

It had limited success. All that 
happened was that several 
people requested that the heating 
be turned up. 





Pitching it right 


^^*S Is there any way of 




[EXITjH (off) 


|H | producing a printout 


Enlarged text 


[ALTjN (on) 


LKJ using Pitch 10 or 12 




[ALT]T(off) 


^™" inside a SuperCalc 


Italic 


(EXITJ4 (on) 


document? At the moment I have 




[EXITJ5 (off) 


to insert the text inside a 


Underline 


[EXIT]- 1 (on) 


LocoScript document - very time 




[EXITj-0 (off) 


consuming! 


Pica text 


{EXITJP 


Andrew Hawkins, 


Elite text 


[EXITjM 


Leominster, 


Superscript 


[EXIT]S0 (on) 


Herefordshire 


Subscript 


IEXITJS1 (on) 




Both of these 


{EXITJT (off) 


8000 PLUS :lt vou want to 






change the style of print, to get 


On some versions of 


italics or whatever, give the /O 


SuperCalc this may not appear 


command for Output' and as 


to work. This is because 


normal choose DorC for 


SuperCalc is sending a code to 


'Display' or Contents'. But before 


the printer automatically every 


choosing P for 'Printer' choose S 


time you print If this code is for. 


for 'Setup' -you then enter S 


say. condensed 


then this will 


again for setup codes and the 


override the codes you've typed 


following can be used to change 


in manually. 




the style of the spreadsheet you 


The solution is to set this 


print out. 


code to zero so that it doesn't 


The case matters - to set 


override anything, Use the 


bold, tor example, type [ALTjG 


INSTALL program and select the 


and not [ALTJg. 


'modify printer' option. Select 




item 8 to change and give zero 


Condensed text [ALTjO (on) 


as the new printer code. Your 


[ALTJR (off) 


new SC2 will accept any of the 


Bold [EXITJG (on) 


codes given previously. 



Membership problems 



H 



I use Loco File for 
maintaining the records 
of our Theatre Club 
members, both past and 
present. One item it holds in 
addition to name, address and so 
on is the member's status: 
Current or Lapsed, This has to be 
amended manually when it 
changes - very tedious! 

What I need is a suitable 
LocoMail program to merge with 



the 'master' datafile which will 
stop at the Membership Status, 
and ask if the stored details (C* or 
L") are to be altered or left alone. 

Answering yes would let you 
type in the new letter, whereas no 
would automatically move to the 
next record. Naturally the 
amended datafile would be the 
new master, 

Can anyone help out? 
Peter Rawbone, Bucks 





Holy C! PCW with three drives! 


■ni Somethinafor85l2 


DRIVEC for a virtual drive C" 


1^1 owners. This BASIC 
HHJ listing creates a file 


50 SYSTEM 


60' 


^3 called DRIVEC.COM on 


70 FOR j=1 To n 


the disc. If, at the A> prompt of 


80 READ a$ 


CP/M, you type DRIVEC with this 


90 PRINT #1.CHR$( VAL("&H"+ 


disc in the drive, you can then 


a$»; 


use a drive C! 


100 NEXT 


Of course, it isn't an extra 


110 CLOSE 1 


drive; it's just the A drive in the 


120 RETURN 


top corner. If you type C: at the 


130' 


A>, you get a prompt to Put the 


140 DATA21.2E.BD.22.67.FE. 


disc for C: into the drive and 


C9.1A 


press any key', allowing disc 


Mark Shaw, Hucknall, Notts 


swapping and commands like 




PIP C:=A:V. 


8000 PLUS: Of course, this isn't 


10 REM by ML Shaw 


desperately useful (apart from 


20 PRINT "Making COM file..." 


running SUBMIT files that were 


30 OPEN "0",1, "DRIVEC.COM'' : 


written to use the 'B' drive on 


n=8 : GOSUB 70 


an 8256) but it's an interesting 


40 PRINT "Okay, now type 


oddity! 




II A>drivec 




1 A>c: 




WOpip a !=ci program, con 


11 


II Please put the disc for Hi into the drive then press any key 1 


Ad<f a C driven your PCW8512 tor (reel Now. it must be useful for something... 







Star performance 


RIHj Here's [he easy way to 


>0C 27,77 


Elite 


u Bl 9 ei special effects from a 


>0C 15 


Condensed 


1 Star LC10 printer using 


>0C 18 


Condensed oft 


^™^* Protext. Just put the 


>0C 27,112,1 


Proportional 


following lines before text using 


>0C 27.112,0 


Proportional of! 


the effect. You can also use the 


>0C 27,119,1 


Double height 


lollowing codes to write a printer 


>0C 27,119.0 


Double height off 


driver -e.g. 


to make [ALTjXQ 


>0C 27,104,1 


Double height and width 


produce quadruple size, assign 27 


>0C 27,104,2 


Quadruple ht and width 


1 04 2 to -q on' and 27 1 04 to 'q 


>0C 27,104,0 


Normal size 


off' in 'Set printer control codes' 


>0C 27,87.1 


Enlarged 


fromSETPRINT. 


=0C 27,87,0 


Enlarged off 


Command 


Effect 


>0C 27,4027,120,1 


Near letter quality 


>0C 27,80 


Pica 


>OC 27,120,0 


Draft quality 


>0C 27,107,0 


Courier 


>0C 27,83.1 


Subscript 


>0C 27,107,1 


Sans serif 


>OC 27,83,0 


Superscript 


>0C 27,107,2 


Orator with small capitals 


>OC 27,84 


Sub/superscnpt off 


>0C 27,107,3 


Orator with lower case 


?OC 27,45,1 


Underline on 


>0C 27,52 


Italics 


>OC 27,45.0 


Underline off 


>0C 27,53 


Italics off 


Simon Phillips, Leamington Spa 
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Continuous assessment 



How can I make 



rjJkl LocoScript 2 use 



IVJ continuous paper as the 
^bS default? Every time I 
load il I have to change the paper 
type before a document can be 
printed. Is there a way round? 
Alfred Burruss, 
Bicester, Oxon 

8000 PLUS: First you have to 
make sure your document is set 
up for continuous paper. To do 
this, edit it, press [fl] and 
[ENTER] lor 'Document setup', 
then select [f5] Paper type'. 

Select '11 continuous' with [+] 
and [ENTER]. [EXIT] [ENTER] 
[EXIT] [ENTER] takes you back 
to the main document. 

II you set up your 
TEMPLATE.STD like this, then 



every document you create in 
that group will expect to print out 
on continuous paper. 

Now you have to set up the 
printer to expect continuous 
paper as default. In the disc 
manager, with your startup disc 
in drive A, select [16] and take 
Printer defaults'. From this 
select Default Paper Type'. 
Select '11 continuous' with [+] 
and [ENTER], then [EXIT] 
[ENTER]. Now select 'Write 
SETTINGS.STD' and the new 
settings will be written to the disc 
in A. [EXIT] [ENTER] back to the 
disc manager. 

From next time your PCW 
starts up it wilt print alt those 
documents automatically in 
continuous mode without 
question. 



t i-MCti ons 

2 . I. 



end of header 1 : used for all pa! 
'ltd of footer 1 : used for al 1 pa; 



•lid of header 3 : used for no pas 
sin) of footer I ; used for no page 



Salting up a documant to print out automatically on continuous paper.. 



JTic nana am flit . 



wra neu oocuimii i=trjii o 

fl=flctioii5 ra=Eisc f3=file f4=Grcup f5=Bocun Kit 



Drive S: . Drive S; 

161k used 12k free 14 files Ok used 6k f 



ElEBitMli! ijli 
:t printing F=Fil 
f7=Disc change I 



grnufiO 181k group 4 Ok 

EiMMpKl3 grow 5 Ok 
group £ OH group 6 Ok 



group 3 Ok group 7 Ok 



A: group Is files H: group 5 files 

J iinbc files linho files 

HK MBit. 000 Ik It 

DOCUMENT. 001 3k S hidden 260k 



Default Paper Type 



Ok groi 

ftk groi 

Ok gnu 

Ok groi 



..and making sore the PCW expects everything to be in continuous paper mode from now on 





Press [PAGE] and [CUT] 


Odd fellows unite 




repeatedly in that order to the 




■B^H Here's a rather easier 


end of the document. Exit and 


VLA U way of printing out a 


'finish edit'. 


1 LocoScript document's 


3, Go to the start of BOOK.EVNI. 


^t^H odd and even pages 


Press [CUT] and [PAGEI in that 


separately (so continuous paper 


order repeatedly to the end. Exit 


can have both sides used to end 


and 'finish edit'. 


up with a book-styte output, for 


4. Print out BOOK.ODD on 


example) than the one 


continuous paper, then reverse it 


mentioned in Tipoffs in January. 


and print BOOK.EVN on the 


Suppose the document is 


other side. 


called BOOK. DOC 


Your original BOOK.DOC is 


1 . Copy it twice, calling one copy 


still around of course. 


800K.EVN and the other 


SR Dafton, 


BOOK.ODD 


Ron rid hay. 


2. Go to the start ot BOOK.ODD. 


Leeds 



Recording records 



■,,■ Can you recommend 
F^k| a simple filing program 
L^rJ to index my collection 
^^3 of 700 singles and 
1200 LPs? 
R Hollings, Eastville, Bristol 

8000 PLUS: LocoFite (from 
Locomotive on 0306 740606) is 
line il you're a LocoScript user. 
Otherwise Mini Office from 
Database (0625878888) 
provides a simple and fairly 
easy to use card index program. 



Amiga answer 

^ETB Wl " Commodore 
f^jl Amiga DTP pictures 
LVJ toad into a PCW if I get 
^^S a 3.5 inch drive? 
Robin Hostord, S Devon 

8000 PLUS: No. 



A passing fancy 



H 



Is there a bug in 
Pretext under the "Two 
pass check' option in 
the spell checker? 
After the first pass I get the 
request to insert a second 
dictionary but it appears to 
'hang' and ignores my pressing 
of [RETURN). Makers Amor 
have not been able to help me 
on this. 

Keith Hodson, 
Heywood, Lanes 

8000 PLUS: Welt, on our 
version (2.23) the two-pass 
option works fine. 

But [RETURN) is not the key 
to press - it's [SPACE]! 

In your defence, the manual 
doesn't explain things too well 
and it's not obvious from 
running the program either. 



If you want to get ahead, get Heels 



H 



For addicts of Head 
over Heels, Ocean's 
superlative arcade 
adventure, you can get 
Heels to jump over the fence that 
separates them at the beginning 
of the game. 

First, bring Heads into the 
same room as Heels and place 
him against the fence facing 
Heels. Switch to Heels and make 
him jump against the fence. 
While he is in mid air switch to 
Heads, make Heads jump up and 
immediately switch back to Heels 



and jump again. 

Join them together, collect the 
gun and some doughnuts, then 
go back to the first room again. 

Heads can gel over the fence 
by jumping off Heels' .back. Then 
repeat the sequence to get Heels 
back over the fence. Then 
continue as if playing Heels. 

There are many advantages 
in having them together, such as 
not having to pile up as many 
blocks to reach a doorway. 
Michael Brunstrom. 
Ealing, London 



H 



Pitch invasion 



For some applications (eg filling pre-printed forms) the usual 
line pitch - i.e. the number of lines per inch LocoScript 
prints - might not be quite right. 

However you get a variety of effective line pitches by 
combining line spacing (set at the appropriate point in the document 
by [+]LS and the figure followed by [ENTER]) and line pitch ([+]LP 
followed by the figure and [ENTER]). 
Here are some possibilities. 

Spacing Pitch Lines per inch on printout 

16 

12 

8 

7 • ■ 

6 

5', 

4 

3.2 

3 

2.4 

2 



•i 


8 


'« 


6 


1 


8 


«s 


8 


1 


6 


Hi 


8 


2 


8 


2\ 


8 


2 


6 


*h 


6 


3 


6 



■ after each line of text, put [+]LP8 [RETURN] 

Ian Chisnall, 

Bolton 



♦]LP6. 
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jg SuperMaths gj 

Specially written for Amstrad PCWs, PCs and compatibles. 
User friendly, enjoyable package: multiplication (including 
tables), division, addition and subtraction - 4 levels of 
difficulty - ages 5 upwards. Scores shown, success 
rewarded. PRACTICE and TEST (timed). WORKSHEET 
produces worksheets on printer with choice of styles, 
with separate answers. 

Send S.A.E. for information Can provide hours of fun 
of other programmes. improving numeracy 

Price (inc VAT/F&P) £16.95 (PC) and 
£14.95 (PCW). Cheques to 

Abacus Software, 1 1 Woodcote 
Drive, Orpington, Kent BR6 8DB_ 

Proprietor: JD Chorlum 



Abacus 



Mtt 



♦♦ 



Educational Software 



LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design letterheads, receipts, posters, labels, tickets for home or small business. 
Create your design by placing text in any combination of fonts in any mixture 

of 81 different sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines. 

arcs, circles, elipses, shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 1 8 different sizes, use your design in labels up to 4" x 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy to use program includes full 

instruction manual, 1 5 fonts and a font and icon designer. 

Price £1 8.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for word game enthusiasts. 

Price £13.50 

For funher details and orders phone (0433) 30799 or write to: 

OBRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), -— I 

HILLSETT , UPPER PADLEY, "" 
GRINDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA. 



AMSTAT* & STATMODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 

MARKETED BY 

$. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AM STAT for PCW & C PC ST ATM O DE f or P C Co m p ati b I es 

AMSTAT 1/STATMODE 1 - mearn.fl. dm., vvi#nee, vkv*. kurtoiis r l-umple, Z-sampkr, ar«t paired l-Ttflt, 
1 _«ay -A0 V w^rt tingle and mul I . COnf interval y 2-*av - AOV , cornlnx, recjreiiirjn, h i jt«c«ms, scat tergr arm, 
iriirisf'armaiiqns, file store and retrieve, ouipul 10 WP I He, m»riMil.. Flexible vifielDkt »nd observilaorvs to* [Dial 
of 500 ( + 1 data p&nul 13000 STATMODE). 

AMSTAT Z/STATM00E ? - 27 UWIW W t lfc HSU providing a "compl*te Siege!" B-itKrfniil. Cni*qua«, 3] . 
KDlmrjQOrOtf'Smimovt^K Runi, WeMemar, Sign, WileoaQ*, Walsh. Rflndumiuiwil^), Fisrwr, Median. 
[4e»tenjicm}, Marwi - WHitney. Wald-Wol (efwiU, Moi«, C«h™. FrwdiTiin, Kruskal-Wdhi. Contingency, 
Spearman, Kmriall, Kendall partial. Concordance. 

AMSTAT 3/STATM00E 3; FORECASTING 

An array of liijiin«s qrwnted mjihcm.iiieal and staHilital 

SOltvVAre: linear and Polynomial regression. Trend iind Seconal 

Variation. Multiple HegreKion Analyst, Trans Foriror, ions . 

ExpOKntnl Smoothing. Adaptive Filtering. Grapriic display, full 

nrintaul, manual Suited to immediate use and for teaching. 

(Additional program for PCI. 

AMSTAT 4/ STATMODE 4: fLESQUBCE MANAGEMENT - 

LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General Purpose Linear programming I Specialised Transportation 

and asugnmenl variant Capable o? nnalytiny and solving 

problem* ol sequencing., scheduling, blending and allocation ol 

scarce resources. 40 Pifte nvng-al, 1'B worked example! 
41 -, AMSTAT fJ/STATMODEESFANOV A 

Lip lo 8-way analysis ol variance Idr «qu»l cell sizes. Unnfuar Ctrll 
PfH on 1-way AOV. Maximum ol 2000 dala points (300 cm 
unexpended CPrW 2,2. 4000 tm PC) Input from ASCII files 
-■ Output to screen or tent Me With full AOV taWo • main and 

interaction nmani and Neuman-Kruli on ma>n effects. Manual 

AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 

STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Calculation ol economic order quaimiifrt for both smqli* and 

multiple items. Dynamic programming Id Calculate oplimom 

production schedules lor wangle items and «f«d idajion of several 

■y—n result* inlo- a multiple schedule Alto Parelo and Loranl analyses, 

M Ji * Output Id screen Q* printer. Includes oporaiionaJ manual with 

HMK li worked examplev 

The programs have application* in research of all kinds, education. »les.. production planing, work and 

method study, flninctal planning, pcrsc4in*r, lOtlal work eic. 

"I wilt crrtiinty be using them myittf in the Suture and 1 rW reviewer can offer J manner 
recommendation thmn that."Dr. Ptter Morris, Amstrad Profession** Computing. May t9S7 - 




Priea List 

AMSTAT t 

AMSTAT2 

AMSTAT3 

AMSTAT* 

AMSTAT6 

AMSTAT? 



CPC 
EZ5.95 

i:wHh 

£26.95 

tzsgrs 

£25.95 



PCM 
£27.95 

£39.95 
£27.95 

£27.36 
£27-96 



PC 

STATM00E1 
STATMODE 2 
STATMOOE3 

STATM00E4 
STATMOOEG 
STATMODE? 



C 39.95 
E39B5 
G3B.H 
E39.9S 
C3C,&5 
C»9S 



ANY?- tSS DISCOUNT 
AfYY 4 - HJS DISCOUNT 

Please enquire for 

F 1 1 uc.ii i final quantity discounts. 



CHEQUES ANDP.O.s TO. 

S. C. COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LE IC ESTER HOAO, ASHBY 0E LA Z0UCH 
LE1CESTEFISHIRE, LEeSOA 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST TEL 0530415919 

ANOPACKAGlNG IN THE ttL, t»*y«iTM»iw 

U.K. BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 24 Hour Aniwerphone TeCrinical enquiries alter 6 00pm 
* AMSTAT Is a trademark of AMSTRAD PLC and is used under licence 



WORLDWIDE 



SOFTKMRE 



1 Bridge Street 
Galashiels 
TD1 1SW 




Tel 


106A Chilwetl Road 


0602 


Beeston 


2521 IB 


Nottingham 


(24 hr^i) 


NG9 1ES 



All Prices Include VAT. 
1st Class Postage and Packing is FREE in the U.K. 



AMX Mouse/Stop Press £69 95 

Slop Press Software Only £31 95 

AMX Mojse/Deskiop Publisher £58.95 

Masterpack (Maslerpaim + Masterscan).. £58.95 

Desktop Publisher £1950 

Mini Office Professional Plus (8512.'9512| £33.00 
Mini Office Professional Enhanced (8256) ..£33.00 

Hi Soil C £38.95 

Hi Soft Knife Plus £14,95 

HI Soft Pascal -.. £38,95 

Locoscnpt II <■ Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Maslerfile 8000 ..£32.95 

Money Manager Plus £28.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Plan It £16.95 

PockelPiotexl .,.£26.95 

Piospell £21,95 

Saga Payslips (1000) £38.95 

Saga Invoices (500) ....£44.95 

Sage Statements (1000) £38.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus (fleets . Inv),..£102.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £71 .95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £51.95 

Sage Popular Payroll ESI .95 

Saga Popular Retrieve E49.95 

Joyslick Interface for PCW £14.95 



Cheeiah Joystick £6.95 

10 i CF2 AmsolVMaieil Disk £23.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £11.95 

Bridge Player 2150 £21,95 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 88 £11 .95 

Clock Chess 89 £13 95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £1 3.50 

Scapeghost £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Tomahawk (Helicopler Simulator) £14,95 

Trivial Pursuil £14.95 

PCW Challenge (Compilation! £12.99 

(Air Combat Emulator, Sky War. Formula 1, 
Strip Poker) 

Educational 

Animal Vegetable Mineral £12.99 

Better Maths (12-16 Yrs) £12.99 

Better Spelling (9-14 Yra) £12.99 

Malhs Mania (8-12 Yrs) £12.99 

World Wise £12.99 

Wo rdproeessors, 1 Computers 

PCW 8256 £373.95 

PCW 8512 £486.95 

PCW9S12 £505 95 




Please make Cheques and Postal Orders 
Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 




MULT.STRIKE 


E2.35 


NYLON 


£2.35 


MULTISTRIKE 


£1.99 


NYLON 


£1.99 



PCW SUPPLIES 



RIBBONS 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 
AMSTRAD PCW 9512 

MAXELL 3" DISKS £1.85 EACH 

CLEANPRINT - CLEANING RIBBON 

CLEANS AND LUBRICATES PRINT HEAD * IMPROVES PRINT QUALITY 

PCW 8256/8512 E5.00 PCW 9512 £4.50 

CLEANHEAD - 3 CLEANING DISK £5.50 
ANTISTATIC CLEANING SPRAY £3.65 

ORDER ANY 12 ITEMS AND GET FREE CARRIAGE 

Just add VAT @ 15% and it 
ordering below 12 items 23p- 
each for carriage. 
Payment for PO, Cheque or 
Credit Card. 



NQVATECHl 



136 HIGHLAND RD 
SOUTHSEA 
HAMPSHIRE 
P04 9NH 



ES m 

(0705) 822911 




GET SMART ! 



.DUST. 
COVERS 



Protect Your Computing Equipment With 
BBD PROFESSIONAL DUST COVERS 

• In todays economic climate were equipment failure costs time 
and money protecting your hardware from wear and tear is 
the smart thing to do and the smart way to do it is with dust 
covers from BBD Professional Range. 

• Manufactured from top quality washable nylon and 
attractively finished with contrasting piping BBD covers are 
simply the smartest protective covers available. 

• BBD covers can be washed and ironed without fear of fading 
or shrinking and will never crack or lose their shape. 

• With all these superlative features you might expect BBD 
covers to be a little expensive. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512: £11.95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 
AMSTRAD PCW 9512: £13.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

• BBD also offer a wide range of matching covers for the 
printers from only £5.50. These include Amstrad DMP 2000, 
3000, 4000 and LQ3500, and a wide selection from Brother, 
Canon, Citizen, Epson, Star etc., etc. 

Generally covers for 80 column printers are £5.50 and for 132 
column £6.50 

GET SMART! GET BBD! 

BBD DUST COVERS 

The Standish Centre 

Cross Street, Standish, Wigan WN6 0HQ 

Telephone: 0257 425839 Ext 32 Fax: 0257 423909 

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



KEYSTROKES LTD 


Phototypesetters 




• Setting direct from your Amstrad 
disks, Loco 1 or 2 or ASCII 

• Helpful service, reasonable pricing 

• Page make-up, Multi column, 
Top quality keyline 

• Over 120 faces, sizes 5 to 72 point 

• Top quality setting at over 

5 million dots per square inch 


Expanding 




Reversing 


Condensing and 

Italicisins 

available on 

the majority 

of faces 


Tel: Reigate, Surrey 0737 243682 Fax: 0737 224157 




A FAST, WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 



GET A DETAILED TIME & 

MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
' JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 



CALL NOW 





0387-88612 



for your FREE 

INFORMATION 
PACK 




A Complete 
Service in 

Computers & 
Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor. Cannock 

Staffordshire.WS 11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



Loroscrlpt 2 £24,00 

Locoscrlpl 2 + Locospell 2 £33.00 

Locospell 2 £18.70 

Locomall 2 £27,00 

Locofont £17.50 

Locofont 2 £13.00 

24 Pin Drivers 8256/8512 £21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

TaswuitlSOOO £17.95 

TasspcllfiOOO £11.95 

Tasprint £17.95 

New Word II £74.95 



Desktop Publishing Graphics 



AMX Mouse £55.00 

AMX Stop Press .£36.40 

AMXStop Press + Mouse £70.00 

AMX Desktop + Mouse £62.00 

Desktop Pu bits her + Mouse £62.00 

Master Sean £63.00 

Master Scan + Paint .£67 .00 

Master Paint £15.00 

Miero Design II. JW9.95 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Office Professional £26.00 

Mini Office professional 4 £34.95 

Spell Checker + Thesaurus £18.95 

Plan It £15.00 



Databases 



Maslerflle 8000 £30.00 

Datastorclt £27.00 

Loenllle 8256/8512 £27.00 

Lo«]Mc95l2 £27.00 

Loeoflle * Locomall £46.00 

At Usl Plus £24.95 

DBASE II £69.95 



Utilities & Program Development 



Rotate £29.00 

Datafax.. £32.95 

Easy Labeller 8256/8512 .....£29.00 

Easy Labeller 9512 £29.00 

lllsoft Pascal 80 £32.95 

lhsr.fi Devpae 80 £32.95 

Ihsc.ri Knifes Plus £16.95 

Super Type £19 95 



Spreadsheets 



Superealc 2 -£52.00 

Cracker II £39.00 



Accounting 



Acrrmnls Plus £102.00 

Popular Accounts £69.00 

Invoicing £48,00 

Payroll £48.00 

Money Manager PCW .£34.95 

Personal Tax Planner .£18.95 

Siockmariat JS29.95 

SBA Cash £45.00 

Map Integrated Arcounts JSI 10.00 



Just a selection Irom our vast range of computer software. 

All goods sent within 24 hours. 

All Prices include VAT and Delivery 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: 
"Miles Better Software" 

Access/Visa orders please phone 

for immediate dispatch. 

Visitors Welcome. 



PUT THAT MANUAL 
DOWIN- 

AND LISTEN! 

/fyou want to master a new computer or 
program, but don 't have time to waste or 
money to burn, a Reeltime Audio-disc training 
course will teach you in a fraction of the time. 
Just switch on your computer and play the tapes - 
your tutor will talk you through the course in a 
series of easy-to-follow exercises. 
Learn at your own speed on your own computer - 
and take as much time as you need! 




AMSTRAD COURSES 

Amstrad CPC6128 £29.95 

PCW95)2-Loco2 

PCWB25S -Loco 1 

PCW825S-Loco2 

CPlM Computing 

Sinclair PC200 

Amstrad 1540 

Amstrad 1S40 Extended £49.95 

Amstrad PPC Portable £29.95 

Amstrad PC2000 

Supercalc 3 (i4) 

Wordstar Express 



£29.95 
£29.95 
£29.95 
£29.95 
£29,35 
£29.95 



£49.95 
£29.95 
£29.95 



Supercalc (CPC&PCW) £29.95 
GENERAL COURSES 
IBM PC/AT Extended £49. 95 

Desktop Publishing £49 95 

Wordstar Pro! 3.3 £29.95 

dBase 2 £29.95 

Timeworks Publisher £29.95 

Acorn RISC OS t DTP lEitmm £49.95 
Ventura Publisher V2 £49.95 

Word Perfect 5 £49.95 

Wordstar 5/5.5 £49.95 

SupsrcatcS £49.95 




All courses available by return. All prices include 

P+P but exclude VAT. Send your cheque to: 

Headline Communication Ltd., 

PO Box 22, Hereford HR48UW 

or prion* 0602 603623 quoting your ^F 
Access or Vi$a number. "" 

437 wesldde Lane. Mappwtoy, Nortngham. NG3 SDH. 
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TIPOFFS 



Hard headed business 



I use up lo three PCWs 



fjUjl; for my business plus 



UM LocoScript 2, SuperCalc 

^"« 2 and Micro Design. 

I want to use a hard disc plus 
expanded memory with at least 
one machine (possibly two), hook 
up all three machines to the 
single hard disk and use all the 
software on the disc straight 
away. Is this possible? 
KW Tucker, 
Mursley, 
Sucks 

8000 PLUS: Yes. The Cirtech 
Diamond Hard Disc can be used 
by up to seven machines at 
once, any of them starting up 
from the hard disc without 
needing a floppy' (Negotiations 
are stift going on for this facility 
on LocoScript). 

You can boot' oft a floppy if 
you wish, Data can of course be 
copied from the hard disc to the 
floppies in any machine, and 
can be copied from machine 
to machine either manually - 
by taking the disc across - or 



by copying it via the shared 
hard disc. 

The only major program 
we've heard of that doesn't 
work an the Cirtech disc is 
Pretext, so you should be OK. 
The SCA Rampack has a 
through connector so that you 
can 'piggy back' the interface 
for the hard disc on the back of 
it - i.e. use the PCW with the 
interface and on the hard disc 
at the same time. 

Use of printers is unaffected 
by the set-up. Cirtech is on 0898 
57790 and the disc costs from 
£465 for a 32Mb model. 

Remember that you can't 
really use one copy of any 
program on more than one 
machine at the same time 
because of copyright - you need 
as many copies as machinesl 
Your three-PCW setup realty 
needs three copies of Micro 
Design, SuperCalc and 
LocoScript 2. unless of course 
you only use one copy of each 
at a time. 

The new-found ability of the 
PCW to work with hard discs 
and networks is very welcome. 



INKEY fingered 



HHow can I check for 
the release of a key 
using INKEYS, instead 
of just checking for the 
pressing of one? 
Mike Bradbury, 
Bucknall, Stoke on Trent 

8000 PLUS: I don't think you 
can do it without altering the 
delay the PCW employs before 
repeating a key (i.e. the interval 
between the first Q appearing 
on screen when you press O. 
and the next one if you keep the 
key pressed down). Perhaps 
some cunning programmer 
can help? 



Print maker 



g 



Despite what your 
review said in 8000 
Plus in January, the 
disc editor program 
Superzap can print out the 
display of sectors, using 
[SHIFT) [EXTRA] [PTR]. 
Mike Bradbury, 
Bucknall, 
Stofte on Trent 



Stay composed 



n 



When using the 
excellent music 
manuscript processor, 
The Composers Pen, 
to print out short pieces of only 
two or three lines, such as hymn 
tunes, you have to experiment 
with several different line widths 
to obtain an even final result 
without last lines of only one or 
two bars. To avoid the lengthy 
process of printing out a trial 
version after each change of 
width, you can preview the end 
result: after [M][RETURN] opt 
for 'Print some pages' 
[RETURN] and enter 999 
[RETURN] [RETURN], 

Incidentally, another idea is 
to add two entries to the index: 
Delete a note, 47 
Faint entries: deletion, 5 

While writing I'd like to pay 
tribute to the staff of makers 
Cqmposit Software, who have 
been prompt and courteous in 
answering some lengthy queries 
by telephone and letter, I cannot 
speak too highly of the service I 
have received from them. 
David Hill, 
Harlow, Essex 



Do the splits 



g 



If you have LocoFile you 
too can enjoy some of 
the benefits of a split- 
screen - that is. you can 
compare two versions of the 
same text at the same time, and 
can move one screen from 
page to page. 

Make a LocoFile in A called, 
say, SPLITSCR with the card 12 
lines deep and the maximum 80 
characters wide. You could also 
use (he top line for items which 
are headings, but the mam item 
is an empty field 78 characters 
wide and 11 or 12 lines deep. 

Every time you want to use a 
split screen, copy SPLITSCR into 
M: and then [COPY][PASTE] to 
load the text you want to edit into 



the newly created LocoFile page. 

You are of course limited to 11 
or 1 2 lines at a time, but you can 
use several pages. Position your 
main -screen text in the bottom 
half of the screen using CRs if 
necessary. 

Remember that the first time 
you use your copy of SPLITSCR 
it will be superimposed on your 
disc management screen. The 
second time you will see the text 
editing screen below it. 

As you cannot edit text on 
your main screen with LocoFile in 
use, the LocoFile page must be 
(he 'active file 1 . Then you may 
extract lines using [COPY], You 
can copy the amended version to 
a block using [f7] 'Extract'. 
WK Piper, 
Maidstone, Kent 



New word swear words 



.i 



High Quality bold print 
doesn't appear to work 
on my copy of NewWord 
using the FX80 driver. It 
often aligns below the level of the 
rest of the line. NewStar say it is 
a hardware problem. High quality 
microjustified printing also isn't 
aligned properly. 
Peter Philippson, Fallowfield, 
Manchester 

8000 PLUS: Never believe 
anyone who says their software 
won '( work because of a 
hardware problem'. It's like 
blaming the fact that on TV none 
of the England batsman can 
play a sensible shot against the 
West Indies bowlers, on the 
television itself. 

You can make things easier 
for yourself by choosing the 
correct printer driver from the 
mass that are offered to you. The 
PC W printer is best served by 
NewWord's Epson LX80 driver 
(not the FX. which doesn't have 
a High Quality font) because 
then you find that the obtaining 
NLO printout is a simple matter 
of entering the dot command 
.BPON 

at the top of the letter template. 
Incidentally when using this 
command you must also enter 
the dot command .UJ OFF to 
eliminate the awful printer judder 
which will otherwise occur. 

The NewWord manual claims 
that *PY will do italics, but it 
doesn't seem to work. Here is a 



list of printer effects obtainable 
by the control codes. To use 
these, put the dot commands 
once only at the start of the text 
file, which then sets NewWord 
up. Then the text which you want 
to be in italics or enlarged should 
be enclosed by the 'on' and 'off 
codes indicated. The effects 
work for one line only: to do a 
complete passage enlarged 
requires the on' code at the start 
of each line. 

NewWord v2. 1 7 for the PCW 
comes already installed for an 
Epson FX80 printer, which 
doesn't have a NLQ mode. To 
change, install NWINSTAL and 
at the prompt select the Epson 
LX80 as your default printer. 

When entering the dot 
commands always ensure that 
the dot is at the extreme left 
margin. It doesn't matter how 
many dot commands you enter, 
they will have no effect on your 
header position. You wilt still be 
at Line 1 Column 1 after entering 
them all. 

Action Dot Command Code 

Enlarged print on .XQ1B0E "PQ 
Enlarged print off .XWU *PW 

Italics on .XE1B34 "PE 

Italics off .XR1B35 'PR 

Proportional on .X\ 1 B 70 3 1 "P[ 
Proportional oft .X] IB 70 30 Vj 
So to do a phrase in italics, the file 
would read 
.XE1B34 
.XR1B35 
Normal text then "Eitalic texfR 



March m 8000 PLUS 73 



Distinctly Digital 

' "L-JJ8& 



Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, 

Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home and business user 



DGPAYROLL PLUS SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 1 



As per DGPnyrol I but designed lor the targe r business with 
laciiii'Es for up to 999 employees 

£79.95 




Wifj 




**ss 



E-TYPE 



The complete package designed for the home user. 

Contains: Datastore I!, Supertype II, 

Personal Tax Planner, Classic Invaders £49.95 



Do 'you ever have to print frames and addresses a: awkward 
places on envelopes or da you ever need to liil in 1f<cky 
forms of invoices where the teil has to be in euctly the right 
placed Usually you nave to do ■■ by 1 hand . or get your trusty 
old typewriter out ol the cupboard and dust it off. Well not 
anymore Trw Emulated TYPEwrhw transforms your 
computer and prime* into a f u% fledged typewrite/ . 
supporting Pote, underline, ilalc and other type-styles. 
Because if can dtsplay and print tern INSTANTLY you can line 
up your form, press -Return and Space 3 lew limes Jo move to 
the cot reel place, and hen slart Typing. Alternatively you can 
switch to I ineA*Hi ne mode, which oHets word-wrap, 
juslitaalion and proportional spao ng so th at you ca n edit 
each lineberofe its printed. ■>/!-■ ne 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 



Are you a&solutety sure yoyr tasman i? ocung Ins job 
cot redly"? Plan your awn Tax with ease, this merkj-driven 
program will calculate your income tan itsOl iiy 1* tan years 
■nciudedi and prrnnde pertinent Facts about your tax position. 
you can perlorm 'what-il T caltutalion lo discover ways Id 
minimise your tat liability' in fact, the prograjn will advise 
you cm thi ngs such as. ii you are a married man. whether ii 
would be advantageous to have your wife's income taxed 
separately or not. At this price who knows, you will probably 
lend inat PIP w.li pay for itself in lax savings the first lime you 
use it! 

" STOP PRESS " 
July £8- FTP user receives tax refund of over £2,0001* 



2AVE&M- 



SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 2 



The complete package designed for the business user. 
Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, <%g\t\ nr 

Business Controller, DGPayroll £99.95 





4Cip 



J**"* 1 * tow*" 



&AVB 



«& 



•flaW^ 



Recount 




£24.95 



SUPERTYPE II 



Perhaps the only reasonable criticism of the Amstrad PCW 
might he the standard of printed output. Upgrade your printer 
wiin this clever software utility, The program will prov de you 
with 3 radically OiHerenl and professional typestyies giving 
your documents an original facelift. The ingenious thing about 
Supertype is that once you've established your Savour te lonl 
on a disc, you won't even notice it working, you run your 
software in the normal way and everything will be the same 
except when you pnnt out Supertype II works wEth LocoScripi 
(up to version 2. 16) and AKV OTHER suitable CP/M software 



£14.95 



CLASSIC INVADERS 



Escape Irom enecuijve stress with the classic space invader 

£13.95 




^fe* 






NBc^ 
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Available to tl 
Digita, GEM, Greyhound, 
HB Marketing, Lazer, 
Leisuresoft, R & R, SDL. 




DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



// 



"Serious software at a sensible price 

All software written in the UK. Prices include VAT & P & P (add £2. 00 for export} 






•HOW TO ORDER- 



CREDIT CAR ,NE 



E3 0395 270273 

Post: Digita Int< jlLtd 

Black II House 
Exmoulh Devon 
EX8 I J I [land 
58893 



SOFTWARE 




These pages provide a comprehensive guide to the Amstrad 
PCW software. Published in three monthly parts, this time it's 
the turn of Databases, Educational Software, Communications and 
Programming Languages. We've set out to cover every important 
piece of software we could lay our hands on, 
and to give you enough information to decide whether they are 
suitable for you. 

All software will run on both the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't comprehensive, but the software listed here 
represents what we think is the best of that currently available. 

As well as a brief summary of what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program are listed - 
Pluses have a A by them, Minuses a T . Those we think are 
particularly noteworthy have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



Databases 



There are broadly two different types of 
database, and which suits you best depends. 
of course, on what you want it for. 

Firstly there's the simple card index substi- 
tute. For many home users, this will be the kind 
of thing you want - all it does is store your 
address book or stock items so that you can 
easily look them up. 

A more sophisticated option is the pro- 
grammable database. With these, in addition to 
allowing simple card index retrieval there is a 
command language which allows you to anal- 
yse the data on the cards. For example, you 
could automatically add up the money owed to 
you by all your customers from Yorkshire. To 
make best use of this kind of facility, you will 
need to be able to understand a little program- 
ming, although it's not too hard really. 

A bit of jargon now, A database is said to 
consist of records - this is just like a card in a 
conventional card file, with all someone's 
details on it. Each record is composed of fields 
- a field is a single entry on a card, like some- 
one's name, or age, or postcode. 

The thing that makes a database special is 
an index. You might be able to hold your 
address book as a simple list in a word proces- 
sor document, but if it gets large then this 
becomes unwieldy. An index means that the 
database has worked out which order records 
should be in, so it can go straight to the one 
you want without looking at lots of others first. 

The field that you use as your index (e.g. 
someone's surname) is said to be a key field, 
and can be looked up very fast compared to 
"non-key" fields. A good database will allow 
multiple keys, meaning that it can look up data 
just as fast for a variety of types of information. 

Masterfile 8000 

£49.95 ■ Campbell Systems • 0378 77762/3 

A specially written PCW version of the successful database 
sold on other Amstrad computers. It is fully menu controlled, 
and makes good use of the PCWs special screen and keys, tt 
can deal with up 10 8 separate data files at once, so can cope 
with relational databases. Screen {hut not printed output} can 
be elaborately laid out with boxes, lines etc. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 



A Works tas! 

A Wide range ol Layout options 

A Handles 'relational' files 

A Plenty ol good example tiles 

A Can do arithmetic calculations within its records 

▼ Capacity limited by size ot M drive - best on an 85 1 2 

▼ Takes a while to learn all the features 



At Last Plus 



£39.95 • Rational Solutions • 0566 SI 511 

At Last Plus is a full-featured database that is excellent vafue 
tor money, It does what Gardbox did, with much better report- 
ing facilities, and can sort too. You can do simple totaling of 

columns, but not general arithmetic on fields in a record. A 

good general purpose database. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Good screen editing facilities 

A Constants enable insertion oi repetitive data 

A Good on storage space - ideal for 3256 owners 

A Handles names and addresses well 

▼ No arithmetic calculation in liels 

▼ Senmg up ihe database js at lirst confusing 

▼ Good, but not thai good 



Cambase II 



£49.95 • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

New version of the old favourite PCW database Most 
important change is the Copy Filespec facility. You can set 
up a new database with potentially more entries than 

you've made provision for using the information from the 

original database. You can also change the fields to suit 

another set-up. 

PLUSES « MINUSES 

A Quick and efficient to use 

A You can set up a database blueprint (Filespec) which you 

can test thoroughly before entering data 
A Includes powerful features like conditionals, loops, field 

validation, and specified layouts 
A Simple parts of the program are well 

covered In the manual 
yf Can't use the memory bad news for 3256 users 
T Vou have to guess now to use the more advanced features 

▼ Not mucn room lor prompts 

▼ Tendency to crash occasionally in Filespec 



LocoFile 

£29.95 Locomotive 0306740606 



The indexed pop-up database that runs from within LocoScript 
2 and that goes even further toward turning LocoScript 2 into 
a completely integrated software package. Unlike most 
databases empty records take up almost no space on disc 
This allows large record cards to be defined even if they wont 
always be used. Records pop up very quickly without having 
to exit from your document. Works best when used in conjunc- 
tion with LocoMait. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
A Unusually efficient use of disc space 
A Can alter existing index ■ a very powerful feature Indeed 
A Automatically upgrades your LocoScript, LocoMail and 

Loco-Spell to version 2.2 
A Sample databases help you get a better feel for 



Ihe program 
A Very flexible when designed the record format 

A Carries out searches on partial sirirtgs - ideal for when 
dealing with incomplete information 

Chibase 3.0 

£29.95 Chias ma 06333 60996 

The updated version of the "free format' database. You type 

in the text, mark the words to be indexed and treat the fila 

as a database. The updated version allows you to import 

and export ASCII data files and a chain delete option 

enables you to work your way methodically through the 

database deleting the records you dont want while keeping 

those that you do. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good amend, sort and recall features 

A You can edit without a word processor 

A Searches quickly through data 

A Great lor storing large amounts of data where the 

subject matter is variable 
A Useful record template 
▼ Cant run from M dnve 



Delta 

£99.99 -Compsott- 04868 25925 

Delta is another of the heavyweights, tike dBase II and 
Condor, but unlike them is tuiiy menu driven. Although the 
screen layouts are fully flexible, there is a default 'quick" 
layout so you don't have to sweat at defining your own. it 
could use better record indexing facilities. Particularly good 
for writing applications, once you have ploughed through 
the large manual, 
PLUSES* MINUSES 
A Records can contain up to 90 fields, plus groups of 

fields that may be repeated 
A Screen layout can be user defined r or "quick" mode used 
A Single pane letter writer provides detailed mail merge 
A Processes can be defined, and run from user defined 

menus, for ease ol use by others 
A Very full, and quite readable, manual 

▼ Only one field may be used for indexing 

* Very big program - a PGWB256 would be hard pushed 

▼ Some of the menu operations are unforgiving to errors 

Mini Office Professional 
Plus 

£39.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

The Mini Office database retains its original format. It's a 

pretty standard card index type, similar to First 

Base. Good range ot selection operations and adthmetic on 

fields. Can sort over a combination ot fields and print out a 

variety of smart layouts, and you can have up to 255 fields. 

No import or expod of data. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Easy to use and inluilive 

A Can use the data in the word processor 

A Powerful selection and sort facilities 

A AHlhmetic on lields 

A Test print facility lets you check your labels will print okay 

A One command makes global changes 

▼ Can't import or export data 



Martr,908000PLUS75 



SOFTWARE 

Pocket InfoStar 

£69,50 -MicroPro/DRA- 0386 841181 

Consists of two large programs, DataStar and ReportStar 
{both available independently). DataStar is a conventional 
database, with screen card layout and indexing. ReportStar 
than generates the printed output, either from DataStar or 
CaicStar files. Powerful if you can use them, but the suite is 
horrificalfy overcomplicated, and the documentation just 
incomprehensible. 
PLUSES > MINUSES 
A DataStar is a quite good database wrth indexing and 

calculated fields. 
A Transactkm processing" feature allows cross referencing 

of data Files. 
A Can be integrated with other Pocket products. 

eg WordStar. 
A Can take up to 255 fields per record 

▼ Two volume manual set Is very badfy organised . 

▼ There are separate programs to run for form design, data 
entry and repotting 

▼ Operatton is all by obscure command keys, a la WordStar. 

dBase II 

£99.00 • Ashtort Tale/First Software ■ 07357 5244 

The WordStar of database packages. Recently licensed 

"cheaply" for Amstrad machines. dBase It is a market leader 
in business computing. As you would expect, this means it 
is very powerful but very complex. It has a procedure 
language to allow you to write programs to manipulate the 
data, and you can construct index fifes for really fast access 
to large databases. It you can make the effort to team it, it'll 
serve you well. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Powerful command language for customised programs 
A indexing facility makes large databases last to handte 
A Can handle very big databases 
A The data can be lairly easily altered after its entry 

▼ Manual Is daunting (but there are plenty of independent 
books on the market) 

▼ Can't easily aller She screen record layout 

▼ For an expensive package, you still only get 32 fields 
per record 

▼ Generally unfriendly unless you have some 
programming skills 

First Base 

£29.95 -Minerva -0392 437756 

Biffed as a simple database for the first time user. First Base 
is quite a competent cheap card index. The manual is 
computer printed, and weak on diagrams which doesn't help 
things. One weakness is getting printed results out of First 
Base - either you settle for crude lists, or you have to create 
a template in LocoScript which is awkward to do. But overall, 
it's pretty good value for money. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Can alter the index field at any time 
A Simple to use screen editing make data entry easy 
A Good value as a simple card index lookup system 
A Can easily browse through the database picking out a 
eel by hand 

▼ Manual is badly laid out and generally difficult 

▼ Producing printed output is awkward 

Sagesoft Retrieve 

£70 -Sagesoft- 091 2131555 

A high-power package that is relatively easy to use with pass- 
word security if desired, calculations, automatic counting or 
deletion of sets of records satisfying given conditions. It also 
has sophisticated sort and select commands, and can change 
the structure of an existing database. All this is done by a set 
of commands rather like a programming language. Printed 
formats are rather limited though and the program insists on 
using both drives, making use on an 8256 impractical 
PLUSES* MINUSES 
A Easy 10 use tor a powerful package 
A Advanced sorting and selection commands 
a Subsets can be written 10 fifes 
A Can count or delete subsets with one command 
A Labelimg/mailmerging routines included 
A Can change structure of existing database 

▼ Impossibly big program for 8256 

▼ Printed oulpul limited - must use maifmerge 

Script2Base/Text2Base 

£29.95 each Encyclasoft 0270811890 

Two free-form databases to be used with LocoScript and 
Pretext respectively. Complete rewrites of FT=DB, the beauty 
of these databases is that you first create alfyour text on the 
word processor and import it as an ordinary fnon ASCII) text 



fife into the database. You then mark all the words you want to 

see indexed as keywords so that you can go on to compile 

indexes and cany out searches. 

PLUSES - MtNUSES 

A Very easy to use 

A Allows you to organise your collection of discs like an 

encyclopaedia 
A Can construct new files made up of selected parts of 

existing ones 
A Can send any part of a document to Ihe printer on a 

lfne-by-llne basis 

▼ No text-editing facilities within ihe databases themselves 

▼ Dreadful documentation 



Smartcard 



£59.95 • Focus Computers - 0272 420109 

A conventional card index database which is now the nearest 

thing available to Cardbox . Small and fast you can sort 

trie records, index up to triree fields and do simple arithmetic 

in fields. Can't put background text {eg. titles} on records 

or printouts. 

PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Good clear screens 

A Plenty of on screen help 

A Fast and high capacity 

a Easy to use 

T Can't put background text on phnted reports 

f No way of exporting data for mail merge 



Magic Filer 

£69.95^ Sagesoft- 091 2131555 



Magic Filer is not a true database, but fa a structured filing sys- 
tem. Information is split into a hierarchy of categories, and 
tagged with a keyword which is not stored as part of the data. 
You can browse through the data, but it will get tedious if you 
find it needs updating regularly Many applications will find 
Magic Fifer restrictive, 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Good tor browsing through data when you don't ready know 

what's there 
A Data can be declared "read only" 10 protect if from alteration 

by other browsers 

▼ The basic filing system is weird bui not wonderful 
T Editing data once in Magic Filer is awkward 

T The documentation is far too briet 

T Vou can only have one database per disc 

Microfile (Sold in The Micro Collection) 
£49.95 ■ Saxon Computing • 0401 50697 

Microtife is a well implemented simpfe database, driven by 
plenty of menus and on-screen prompts. It's fast and rias good 
screen control, although it has some size restrictions. Microfile 
comes as part of a software suite. The Micro Collection'. 
which is good value rMicrofile. Microwrite, MicroSpread. 
Flexilabe! and Lock-It) 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A The price includes competent word processing, spread 

sheet, labefling and encryption programs 
A Plenly of menus and on screen prompting 
A Very flexible formatting for screen layout and priming 
A Numeric fields can be expressions to be calculated 
A Indexing is fast and can be on several fields 
¥ Maximum number ol fields per record Is only 20 

▼ Limited facilities for totalling up tietds in a database 



Educational 



Educational Software is designed as an aid to 
traditional teaching, not an alternative. Its main 
use is in re-inforcing traditional learning done 
elsewhere and providing the stimulus of a dif- 
ferent approach. It can also be especially useful 
in rote learning and improving the speed at 
which problems can be solved. 

Iankey Crash Course 

£24.95 • lansyst * 01-607 0187 

A fairly traditional typing tutor, taking you through basic 
keyboard exercises. There's a lot of explanatory text, which 
gets in the way second time around. Definitely competent. 



but a bit boring. 

PLUSES ^MINUSES 

A Mostly avoids boring letter drills 

A Very full on-screen information guides you along 

A "Fast" option cuts cut some text rl it gets repetitive 

▼ Not particularly Imaginative use ol graphics 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 

2 Fingers Touch Typing 

£24.95 -lansyst -01-607 0187 

Despite its provocative name, a useful typing tutor in that it 
specifically caters tor people who can already get by on key- 
boards with two fingers. You are gradually introduced to toucri 
typing, so your speed doesn't drop while you learn. Fills a 
necessary slot in the Typing Tutor market 
PLUSES * MINUSES 
A Suitable for improving two finger typists without much 

drop in spaed 
A Full on screen instructions 
A Exercise material is interesting text, not letter drills 

▼ Explanation text is annoyingly verbose In some lessons 

▼ It doesn't always ensure ihat the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 

Giantkiller 

£14,95 -Topologika- 0733 244682 

A mathematics adventure game loosely based on Jack 

and the Beanstalk. Lots of intriguing puzzles which should 

stimulate any student up to GCSB standard. Not trie best 

adventure game ever written but great for making 

mathematics font 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Puzzles plausibly integrated into scenario 

A Progression of game is simple and well defined 

A Puzzles introduce a lot of valid mathematics 

▼ Program understands only very simple commands 

▼ Saving a position takes a move - can be fatal 

▼ Won't be of particular help in exams 

Animal Vegetable Mineral 

World Wise 

£14.95 each ■ Bourne Educational • 0794 523301 

Aimed at Ihe younger market, 7-15 year olds. Both these pro- 
grams work by learning as the child uses them. Think of an 
object and the computer tries to guess it. it it is wrong, the 
child is asked for a question which would allow the PCW to be 
right next time, and it learns. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A. Can be used as many times as the child's imagination 

holds out 
A Performance can be analysed by a teacher after a session 
A As you build up a base at objects and questions, they can 

be saved for reuse 

▼ It needs a lot of typing, hence a lot of supervision 

▼ The PCW starts with only two objects known , so it takes 
time Id gel going 

T Documentation has hardly been altered from cassette 
based versions 

▼ Since it is lor young children, more imaginative use ol the 
screen would be nice 

Better Spelling 

£16.95 • School Software Ltd ■ 010 353 61 45399 

This Is a spelling course aimed at trie 8 to aduit age group. 
It consists of a series of well organised, snort lessons 
eacri dealing with one topic, like plurals or which version 
of thereAheir/they're to use in a sentence. The use of 

the PC IrV screen is rather unimaginative, and doesn 't hold 

your attention. 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A WeH thought out lessons to emphasise particular points 

A Teaches words in a sentence context as well as in isolation 

A Lessons can be picked in any order from a menu 

A Seems to be proof against mischievous key pressing 

▼ Boring use of the screen doesn't grab interest 

▼ No instructions come as to how to use Ihe program. 

Chemistry • Biology 

£22.95 each • School Software • 0T0 353 61 45399 

These two are fairly traditional question-and-answer tests. 
You are faced with a choice of 10 topics, and then asked 
JO or so questions each, where you riave to fit! in trie blank 
in a statement. There are preamble notes beforehand, and 
it you get it wrong you are given a clue. Aimed at 12-16 
year olds, 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
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Import Export 


Z88 
PCW 




Z88 Import/ Export, from C Port, allows 
easy exchange of files between any Amstrad 
PCW and the Z88. 

PipeDream text flies can be converted for 
reading into LocoScript. 

A Printer server allows the Z88 to print onto 
the PCW's printer. 

The program is easy to use. and is complete 
with instructions and a connecting cable. 

Available now for £29.95, this utility is 
indispensable to those who use the PCW 
and the Z88. 

Requires a PCW8256. 8512 or 9512 with 
the CPS8256 serial Interface add-on. 

software diffusion limited 

38 wigmore street, london wlh 9df 

Tel: (01) 224 0586 Fax: (01) 224 5472 



• A SMALL SELECTION FROM 
OUR WAREHOUSE 



HAHDWARE * P ERIPHERALS [OFFERS WHILE STOCKS LAST! RRP WAVE 

268 Portable Computer Pack Inc; ZSB. RAM Pit, PSU. Case etc 344.95 249.99 B 

Amstrad PCWS256 Compuler'Word Processor 401.35 361.22 ANC 

Amstrad PCW8512 Computer Word Processor 516.35 451.81 ANC 

Amstrad PCW9512 Compuler.'Word Processor 573.85 487.77 ANC 

Amsirad Automatic Sheet Feeder & Software - PCW9S12 113.85 71.16 C 

Star LC10 Parallel F&T NLQ Primer 297.85 153.74 A 

Amsirad CPSB256 Serial 'Parallel Interface - PCW 68.94 44.81 D 

MCL 391 Lead, CPS8256 to Parallel Printer (Round Cable) 14.95 8.97 E 

PL2 Lead PCW9512 lo Parallel Primer (Round Cable) 1 3.95 6.98 E 

Kempston AM45 Mouse Inc Interface & Jeeves Software ■ PCW 69.95 48.96 D 

Amstrad FD-4 2nd 3" Disc Drrve ■ PCW (State Model) ...171.35 11 5.66 C 

Prinlwheels - PCW9512 (9 UK Styles) 6.61 4.96 E 

Printwheels- PCW95 12 (119 Foreign Styles) 10-45 9.41 E 

# * FULL RANGE OF POPULAR PRINTER RIBBONS PLEASE PHONE FOR PRICES * * 



2746MS Ribbon Multislrike ■ PCW 951 2 PKT2 7.70 4.62 F 

2741FN Ribbon Fabric ■ PCW825&8512 PKT2 11.98 5.MF 



SAVE MONEY WITH OUR 
TRADE PRICE LIST 

STATE FOR WHICH PRODUCTS AND ENCLOSE 3 20p STAMPS 



BLANK DISCS & SOFTWARE 

3 Inch S/W 3 Inch Thesaurus (use with Locofile) -B512/9512 14.95 .8.97 F 

3 Inch S/W Rescue Kit ■ PCW95 12 9.95 5.97 F 

Amsoft'Computer Assoc Supercalc 2 ■ CPC/PCW 69.95 .38.47 C 

Digital mtegralion Tomahawk -PCW 19.95 11.97E 

Elite Frank Bruno's Boxing - PC W8256/8S18 17.99 11 69 E 

Locolile » Locomail 2 Pad ■ PCWB256/8512 49.90 37.42 C 

Pride Utilities SAM Ulilrlies - PCW 2995 8.99 E 

Sage, Popular Stock « Invoicing ■ PCW 70.15 49.11 D 

Sage. Popular Payroll ■ PCW 70.15 49.11 D 

Head Cleaner 3" J>®5 .I'lSE 

Amsofl 3 - Discs 0S.'ALL 3-Drives * FREE Price List BOX10... 29.90 20.63 E 

Maxell 3-Dises DS/ALL 3"0rtves * FREE Price List BOX10... 29.90 17.64 E 

Verbatim 5.25" DS'DD 40,'SOT Bulk Discs C/W Labels PKT 25 .27.27 7.36 D 

Ams30L Storage Box Holds 15 CaseoVSO Uncased 3" 14.95 8.42 D 

ENG MAINLAND posl & ins :(A)E5.75 (B)£4,60 (C)E3 45 (D)£2.30 (EJE1.15 (F)58p 

(ANC) 3 Day £10.35 Next Day £13.80, C00+E2 .30, Max. UK post ctio. £6.90 per 20kg'£500. 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. All sales subject to our Trade Terms ol Trading. 



W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. 8000 390} 

WALNEY AUDIO VISUAL & ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 

1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria LAI 4 1SR 

Tel; 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Frt 10.00-5.00 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKLT is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full deiails of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unil trusts and other securities. Duidends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as slocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot pneesof shares, unit 
Irusls, exchange rales, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET does nol have lo be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
ihink will do well. Six monifis later if the price has gone up we wish thai we had irusied our judgement. If (he price has fallen we quietly forget It 
With STOCKMARKET you can record deiails of as many shares folios as you wani. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks , recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. Vou can practise buying and selling share= and see hov. well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 index, British Telecom, Amsirad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your port folios of slocks, shares, unit irusls etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing cosls. 
■ Ten sets of dealing cosls which you can alter a.s necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ralios. 

* Update prices and aulomalically recalculate share and folio values 

* Record lax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

* List one year's informal ion for ihe uu man (nol CPC). 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your presenl folio, pasi transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record values or share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up 10 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices fot 5 years). 

* Li si all the prices for each share. 

* Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

* Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

* Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen. 

* Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

* Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for Ihe last few years 
(inc FT 30, Brilish Telecom) as a demonstration. 

* Use curves a-s a guide lo the bcsl buying and selling oppon tin ities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

i*rnfnfi\! (AMSTRAD CPC (disc) ■ £29-95 

jyl iC Ic I [1 1 /V P\ Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including 



s®Bftw©ff(i 



weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediale 
delivery by firsi class post. 

38 Baleaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 




SOFTWARE 



A Questions would challenge a GCSE pupil well 

A Preamble jiotes introduce lo pies 

T The fill in the blank questioning styie has little flexibility tor 

diff ersnl answers 
▼ Ha opdon Eo add questions (or a specialised syllabus 
T Some careless errors, like incorrect facis and hard lo 

decipher chemical formulae 



Micro Maths 

£24.95- LCL- 0491 579345 



Supposedly covering $ to adult ages, this seems an O-level 
type program, covering toptcs from calculus to tables. A good 

implementation on the PCW with proper use of the screen. 

Questions are picked at random from a pool, so may repeat 

tut never run out. Replies lo questions are typed in mathemat- 

ical notation, tike X T3+3 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A You can pause to use BASIC as a calculator while 

you think 
A 'Unlimited' question set 

A Comes with a free' book ol AEB O level quesiions 
A Good hmis and explanations 
T Questions in a topic repeal occasionally 

▼ Some frills, like the clock and beeper, are annoying 

▼ No flexibility to add quesiions lor a particular syllabus 

Amstat 1,2,3,4,6 and 7 

£28 - £40 • SC Coleman Ltd • 0530 415919 

A suite of ssx statistical routines including a business 

analysis program, forecasting and resource management. 

Individual prices range from £27.95 to £39.95. Very 

sophisticated, and perhaps because of thai, a ftttle awkward 

for beginners. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Good range of stalistical Junctions 

A Good manual 1 

A Can produce good quality graphical results 

V Some editing procedures very long winded 

▼ Needs some expertise to use properly 

T Weak on checking lhat input data is reasonable. 

Yes Chancellor! 

£14.95 • Topologika • 0733 244682 

Wast* Don t skip over Yes Chancellor* because it calls itself 

an 'economtc simulation program. Instructive and tuti to 

use. you type in your annual budgets {tax rates, public 

spending etc} and see your popularity plunge and the 

economy crash Great for economics classes, also an 

amusing game 61 itself. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Simple but effective model of the economy 

A Comes with booklei explaining economic principles 

a Great for teaching economic and political pragmatism! 

▼ Can get boring as a game 

▼ You can 'I adjust the model of the economy, so il can be 
too simple 



Ultimate Quiz 

£14.95 David Greenhough Computing 0274640764 

An educational aid tor school age children'. Two quizzes on a 

multiple choice formal are available on the one disc. The first 

one is a general knowledge quiz, the second is based on the 

Highway Code, You can play against a timer and can set the 

level of difficulty. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Opdonal noughts and crosses game included with 

either quiz 1 
A Incorporates an editing file lor easy updating of questions 
A It's very versatile up to 8 people can play 
A Provides hours of general knowledge lun 
A None of the questions are repealed 
▼ Some of the questions are a little esoteric 



Suoermaths 



£16.95 Abacus Software 0689 36293 

Specifically designed for the PCW. this program exerctses 
basic numeracy skills in children. Questions are asked in quick 
tire volleys of ten and cover all four operations (addition, sub- 
traction, multiplication and so on). Scores are automatically 
recorded. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Special original Test and Worksheet modes included the 

laller is ideal for teachers 
A Very efficient scoring melhod 
A Numeracy level is very basic 
A New version has enhanced screen displays 
* Some ol the questions may slart lo look familiar alter a while 



Language Tutors 

£19.95 each Kosmos Software 05255 3942/5406 

Four programs with identical formats to help you team French, 
Italian, Spanish and German. They can be used just as effec- 
tively by students ot those languages learning English too. 
Very versatile series of programs and useful adjuncts to con- 
ventional language learning. 
PLUSES* MINUSES 

A Can edit the lessons yourself to include new words 
a Useful self test option 
A Completely bi lingual packages 

▼ Purely tor vocabulary learning no grammar lessons 

▼ Would have been more useful il ihey had also Included 
audio cassettes 

Maths Mania 

£16.95 School Software Ltd 010 353 61 45399 

For children between the ages of 8 and 13. this program offers 

5 levels of difficulty in multiplication and 2 m division. A very 

good program tor exercising basic numeracy skills and tor 

practising some mental arithmetic. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Program provides a chirpy feedback on the score of the user 

A Large attractive numbers appear on the screen 

▼ Surprisingly enough, no addition or subtraction exercises 
are provided 

▼ Screens could be made more visually exciling for the 
younger users 



Better Maths 



£16,95 School Software Ltd 010 353 61 45399 

A continuation of Mains Mania tor the next age group 12 to 1 6 
year olds. Topics are very varied and cover, among others, 
statistics, simple interest and algebra. Each topic consists of a 
series ot ten multiple choice questions. At the end ot each set. 
the percentage scored is shown. 
PLUSES ■ Ml MUSES 
A Realistic ley el ol difficulty practised 
A Program makes a lirsl ciass revision aid 




Communications is one of the glittering areas 
of computing, gurus would have you believe. 
it can provide a fascinating hobby for 
hackers', but more importantly it is a 
valuable business tool. 

■Electronic mail' is just what it says: you 
use your PCW to send messages, which can 
be documents thousands of words long, to oth- 
ers on the electronic mail system. The best 
known system of this kind is Telecom Gold, 
which also allows you to send telexes. Another 
major system is Prestel, which is more of an 
information provider - you can read share 
prices, weather information and other news 
direct from your phone line. 

For any professional service, you pay a reg- 
istration fee, plus a connection charge - typi- 
cally around I0p per minute you use the sys- 
tem. Of course, your phone bills are extra. For 
hobbyists there are also 'Bulletin boards', 
which are effectively a kind of private electronic 
mail system run by a system operator (a 
'sysop' to those in the know). 

To use any service, you will need to buy a 
modem and an interface. A modem allows 
you to send computer signals down a phone 
line, and the interface gets the signals from 
your PCW to your modem. The pair will set 
you back £200 or more. Once done, you 
need some software to allow you to send 
and receive data, and it is this software 
reviewed below. 

Electronic mail services just send strings of 
characters to and fro. whereas Prestel is a 
'Viewdata' system, meaning it sends pictures 



and graphics too. Software needs to do 
more to receive Viewdata graphics, so if 
you want to use Prestel make sure your 
software is up to it. 

8256UKM7.COM 

Public domain (ie, free!) 

P D. software documentation is often poor but this program 
has an above average document file. UKM7 was written 
to support ASCII tile transfers using envr correction and 
as a dumb terminal either tor use over the phone or 
between two Amstrads. Between two PCWs lite transfer 
is possible at a staggering 31.250 baud which is even faster 
than PIP' Easy to use for beginners and better than 
KERMIT, UKM7 provides a cheap and excellent way lo 
communications after you've got ted up with the PCWs 
MAIL232. 8256UKM7 is available from the Public Domain 
Special Interest Group, or most bulletin boards supporting 
the PCW machines. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Cheap 1 (Ihe price ol a phone call) 
A Easy lo use, and helpful menus 

▼ Modern 7 version of Xmodem error checking supported 

▼ Single file and Bated Mode transfers 

▼ "Quiet" mode tor slightly fasler transfers (on-line transfer 
progress report disabled! 

V Only ASCII, no Viewdata 

▼ You need lo lind a PD soltware source (eg. use a modem 
and MAIL232 software) 

Mini Office Professional 
Plus 

£39.95 • Database Software ■ 0625 878888 

Thecomms package is as comprehensive as anything 

else on the market. It can display both ordinary 

text screens and the Viewdata' block graphics used by 

Prestel. You are offered baud rates from 75 to 9600. 

separately set for transmit and receive. Straight terminal 

emulation for use with Telecom Gold, and XMODEM and 

KERMIT fife transfer protocols for error-proof transfer of I 

ong files. Would be well worth the money just by itself - 

and of course you're getting four other very good 

programs as welt. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Very comprehensive - a genuinely useful comms package 

A Ordinary text and 'Viewdata' block graphics 

A Can save setups under names and recaN Ihem. so you 

only need work oul your baud raiespariiies once 
A You can sei keys to return strings, such as Telecom Gold 

passwords 
A Comes preconfipured to use Prestel and Telecom Gold 

Chitchat E-Mail/ 
Viewdata/Combo 

Sagesoft • £69,99/£69.99/£99.99 ■ 091 284 7077 

Two communications programs tor the 8000 series machines 
that have been around for a good time now. Most ot the fea- 
tures you will need are here: message text editor, prepro- 
gramming unattended tasksf if you use a suitable "intelligent" 
modem}, directory of stored numbers, copy to printer, and a 
very useful connect time clock so you can watch your phone 
bill climb! E-mail is used for simple text phone links like 
Telecom Gold, whereas you'll need Viewdata it you want to 
use Prestel. The Combo pack contains both E-mail and 
Viewdata. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

▲ Good, dear documentation 
A Easy for first timers to use 

A Buili in ie*! editor for pre -sending message preparation 
A Pre-defrnable tasks executable al any preset time il 

unattended. 
▼ No error correcied file iransfer (i.e. Xmodem or CRC) 

Dialup 

£89.99 • PSIS Communications • 021-643 7688 

Offers both E-mail and Viewdata operations. Very easy lo 
use, and offers an XMODEM transfer protocol unlike Sage 
Chitchat. If you are buying a modem too there are some 
cut-price bundled deals to be had, eg. the Miracle Technology 
WS4000 modem. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Simple to use 

▲ Comprehensive lile transfer commands, including 
XMODEM and Ihe increasingly popular KERMIT 

a Runs from ihe M drive 

T Manual is not PCW speciJic. and the references to 
5.25" discs are tedious 
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COMM+ 



£86.25 • NewStar ■ 0277 220573 

This single package combines both ASCII and full Viewdata 
block graphics and Telesoftware downloading. A very power- 
ful command language allows you to took lor particular mas- 
sages coming in and take actions, oven while doing other 
things. Its use is only limited by your programming ability. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Very comprehensive and well indexed ringbound manual 

A High quality Viewdata graphics 

A Well presented on-line help menus tor use by beginners 

A Aotodiatler program works wilh mosl modems 

A Telesollware downloading laciliiy, wrih GRC/Xmodem 

checking 
A Very powerful command language, doesn't need much 

programming skill to learn 
▼ No: recommended lor absolute beginners to 

communrcallons 




Programming languages come as either 
compilers' or 'interpreters' - compilers pre 
process the program into machine code, so 
are much faster. The PCW's standard Mallard 
BASIC and LOGO are dot h interpreters. 
Compilers are generally more cumbersome 
to use than interpreters, but have various 
benefits for serious programmers. 

With language compilers in particular it is 
difficult to discover whether they are reliable 
and efficient without spending many weeks 
working with them, impossible tor a brief 
review. If you use a specialised programming 
language and have any comments that would 
help us compile a good software file entry for it. 
we would be pleased to hear from you. 



HiSoft C 

£39.95 'HiSoft- 0525 718181 

A very good C compiler, fast produces good compact code. It 

comes complete with the HiSoft integrated text editor EDBO. 

PLUSES* MINUSES 

A Compiles program mlo ordinary CPM .COM lile 

A Produces compact code 

A Fast and inexpensive 

A Comes wilh miegraied text r 

▼ No floating point arithmetic 



ArnorC 



£4355- Amor -0733 68909 

Good compiler With floating point arithmetic, but not as fast or 

as cheap as HiSoft C 

PIUSES « MINUSES 

A Excellent integrated text editor 

A Floating point arithmetic 

* Cumbersome to produce .COM files, needs special run 

time support program 
t HiSofl C is Jasier and cheaper 



MIXC 

£29,95 -Advantage -0242 224340 



American C compiler. You can buy a lull screen editor with tt 

for £19.95 extra. Also machine code assembler & examples 

tor £8,95 each, 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Features an excellent C tutorial 

A Comprehensive implementation and massive manual 

▼ Not for the newcomer to programming 

Pascal 80 

£39.95 • HiSoft - 0525718181 

A standard full Pascal compiler thai produces compact coda. 
Comes wilh the £080 text editor and a stand alone program- 
mers editor. 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Wall integrated text edilor - when you hit a compilation 

error you are returned to Ihe correct point to edli it 
A Short compilation time, economical on memory 

▼ Manual maKes no attempt to teach you Pascal 

Hisoft Forth 

£19.95 'Hisoft -0525 718181 

Forth is an unusual language, somewhere between 

assembler and C. This Is one ot the tew compilers 

available tor the PCW. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Comes wilh a Forth editor 

A Quick and efficient implementation 

T Manual doesn't teach you Forth 

The Yicar 

£49 -lansyst- 01-607 5844 

A programming tool for serious programmers. If you have a 
several-hundred line program held in several fifes on a disc, 
you can iose track of which variables ere used where The 
VfCAR produces a concordance listing and other diagnostics. 
to help you find bugs and maintain the program. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Easy to use but still flexible ihrough use of options 
A Amstrad versions ell at a special low price 
A Good manual 

▼ Only of value on large programs 

▼ Limited value lo most PCW users (except BASIC butts) 

Modula 2 

£45.00 -Hisoft -0525 718181 

A compiler. Modula-2 ts the successor to Pascal, good for 

large programs requiring separate compilation, complete with 

text editor. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Full implementation with extensions. 

A Includes libraries of predefined modules 

A WordStar type screen editor included 

▼ Compilation process is longwinded and not for beginners 

CBASIC 

£45.00 • Digital Research -0635 35304 

The original Basic compiler from Digital Research, and still 
one of the besi for anyone wanting to produce COM files with- 
out abandoning their investment in Basic. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Easier programming tool than conventional interpreter 
A Very similar to Mallard Basic, so easy to learn 
T No lext editor - you need to buy a programmers editor 

such as ED80. or the public domain VD025 
T Programs don't necessarily work taster than they would in 

conventional Basic, sometimes slower 

All You Ever ... 

£24.95 CP Software 0993823463 

Program is ndsculously entitled All You Ever Wanted To Know 



About Graphics, the Universe and Everything on the PCW 
8256/85 12 but were Afraid to Ash , It s tor the experienced 
programmer who needs fast, smoothly flowing and profession- 
af looting graphics output, II has a library ot machine code 

routines which you can use in any language from Mallard 
Basic to machine code. 
PLUSES ^MINUSES 

A You can produce professional standard graphics 
A Demo programs included on the disc 
A Routines are very wide ranging 
A Excellent valuator money 

A Naw routines of latest version concerned with printer 
control 

▼ Not recommended for beginners 

▼ Cumbersome to use Iron Baste 

Pascal/MT 

£45 Digital Research 0635 53499 

A futi implementation of ISO standard DPS/7165 Pascal with a 

number ot extremely powerful additions, is very good for 

large complex applications both data processing and 

system control. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A A very powerful tool for Ihe serious software writer 

A Unlimited program size with modular development and use 

ol overlays 
A Buiii in assembler 

A Improved siring handling (over standard Pascal) 
A Choice of BCD real numbers for commercial/financial use 

▼ No built in texi editor 

▼ Compiler in general and the manual ;n particular are not for 
beginners 

V No graphics 

DevPac 80 MKII 

£49.95 Hisoft 0525718181 

Version 2 of the PCW hacker's first choice ot development 
system. Substantially upgraded from the originat with a new 
quite powerful debugger, and a Mini Officetstyle main 
menu from which to run the individual utilities or your own 
finished programs. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Powerful assembler producing REL or COM files 
A Good hex facility for Basic programmers 

▼ Text edilor anliqualed and clumsy 

▼ Weak monitor 



Maxam II 

£4955 (£69.95 incl. C) Arnor 0733 68909 

CP/M machine code development system incorporating an 
editor, assembler and monitor tt wilt allow you to disassemble 
any of the memory banks including extra memory on M drive. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Very versatile assembly language programming 

environment 
A Flexible monitor capable of bank swrtchng., conditional 

breakpoints and symbolic debugging 
A Tailored to meet all CPM Plus programming requirements 
A Program can"l cope with some undocumented Z90 

instructions 
A Program assumes basic familiarity wilh the 230 assembly 

language 



NEXT MONTH 



1 *7iTu riHYii 'Xw.Tvirii i l'u iWI 



GAMES. The month after that will cover WORD P 

PAYROLL, UTILITY and DTP software, and the month after that it's back to 
this months topics. 

Our intention is to keep publishing the three parts of the guide in rotation, 
updating it each month to include all new products. If you would like to see other 
sections of the guide, back issues of 8000 Plus are available at #1.75 each. 
Meanwhile, if you are aware of any significant omissions or errors in the File as 
published, please let us know. We intend to maintain it as THE authoritative 
guide to PCW software. 
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MIDDLESEX GROUP 
(near M25!) 

meets first Tuesday (machine handling), 

and third Monday (program using), monthly 

Meetings El. Membership £2 All ages; 

fun afmospherel S.A.E. Enquiries: 

K. Ritchie, 5 Rib Vale, 

Hertford, SG14 3LE 



PCW REFERENCE LIBRARY 



! l- 



i 
i 
i i 

i 8000 Plus backnumbers: 1-24 bound, 25-36 i 

[ unbound, Amstrad Professional Computing: 1-12 ] 

] bound, 13-26 unbound. Space forces sale £40 | 

{Including postage) 

Hardlman, "Houghton", ! 

Roden Salop TF6 6BU 0743 77221 | 



MEMORY UPGRADE 

8256 to 9512 full Instructions, full guarantee only ■ 
£25 Inclusive. 
Q6 Components, 72 Croston Road, 
Garstang, PR3 1 HR 09952 6060 | 



COMPLETE SET 8000+ 

From Issue 1 to issue 27 plus Issue 29 to Issue 31 . ' 
With two green 8000+ binders, all as new Best ] 
offer over £100 (plus postage) secures. 

Tel: Yelverton 0822 852224 ! 



DATA TRANSFERS:- PCW-BBC-IBM. 
Details (SAE): MAPEJ (8), 

32 Carew Road, 

Mitcham CR4 2JH 

(01-640 7676) 

LASER PRINTING 

From Locoscript 2. realistic 50p per page 

DAISYWHEEL 
051 630 2657 
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KABEE CASTLE ADVENTURE 

Find the golden staff at £6.95 a disk 

K. Boothroyd, 8 Highmoor Crescent, 
Clifton, Brighouse, HD6 4HZ 

PCW 95 12 

As new, boxed. Also spare discs, Locotile. Mini- 
Office, Profext. Desk Top Publisher, Fourth 

Protocol, 40 back issues PCW 
magazines. Could deliver London area 

Tel: 01 858 0756 
£400 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 

"UNDERSTANDING COMPUTERS" and 
'COBOL PROGRAMMING' 

Phone 01 890 0785 
before 5pm for prospectus 



FOR SALE 
M.A.P. Integrated Accounts Suite 

never used or registered. Purchased in error. 
£65.00 

Tel: Ray, 01 529 8140 

after 6pm or weekends 



I MINI-OFFICE and DAATAFAX for PCW 951 
i 

! 

I 
I 
I 

I 



Brand new software for sale 

£20 each or negotiable 

Tel: 01 969 0619 



TWIN DISK 9512 
ISENSTEIN RAMDRIVE CARD 

9512 includes accoustic hood. Locotile and 

manuals - £500. RAMDRIVE Is fitted to a 9512 

motherboard - £110. 

Phone Mel on 0695 25121 (day) 
0695 72230 (eve). 



PSION LZ64 ORGANISER 

Mains adaptor, Comms link. 

Total cost £262.85 

for sale at £150 as new still under guarantee. 

complete with instructions, registration card, 

all boxed etc. 

Tel: 0380 5739 



WANTED PCW8256/8512 

Must be In good condition & reasonable price. I 

live in West Yorks. (Bradford) so will collect if near 

or contribute toward postage 

Ring Dean on 0274 596456 



"QUICKBUC" for PCW s 

Simple V.A.T. Accounts, Calculates V.A.T. 

'on' and "in" transactions user defined 

categories payment descriptions totals, 

balances and prints records, 

£16.50 excellent for self-employed/business 

0803 616261 



WANTED 

8256/8512 PRINTER 

in working ordsr 

George: 061 962 7103 



AMSTRAD PRIVATE SALE BARGAINS 

ASF9512 Sheet Feeder, unused, boxed. £55 
i DMP3160 Printer c/w dustcover and ribbons, pet- 
feet £80. Also Desktop Publisher, £1 1 

Phone Michael 
__M 947_Q88]_ 



SMALL ADS RAT32 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. [This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are eharged at £1 per word. 
(Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill in this application 
form and send It to us with the correct payment. 



We will then place the ad in the nexi available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks afier we receive vour 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured in your advert it musl be includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



Qrderform Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Name 



Address - 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private /Trade* Advertisement and 

I enclose payment for £ — * delete as applicable 



1 wish to pay by Cheque/ Postal Order /Access /Visa 
Credit card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable lo Future Publishing Ltd 



L 
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THURSTON TECHNIQUES 



*NEW - FoneMale - 706K disc, Includes; the FoncMatg LcxoFilc Tor Personal and Business 
records to merge with many pre-designed LocoMail files that automatically produce label and list 
options for you. LocoFile of National telephone codes and exchanges with Merge List options. 
Diary, 5 year calendar, appointment diaries etc. For 85 1 2/95 1 2. 

•NEW - XWorder - For compiling crosswords in LocoSeript 1 or 2. All PCWs. 20 choices of 
crossword grids and accompanying clue numbering. Includes a £20 PRIZE Cryptic Crossword 
compiled by Brian Thurston. 



• • • LOCOSCRIPT USERS • • • 

A 706K disc of 1 33 files comprising over 700 Options for the PCW8512. 
Includes LocoMail* and LocoChar features and all files described below. 

"a showcase lor the features of LocoSeript" cWithAPCW Sept '87 
"extremely professional, a worthwhile purchase" Vour Amstrad PCW Dec "87 
"excellent, instructions are precise and well presented* A PCW Mag Aug '87 
"no Locoscripter should be wilhout one" 8000 Plus June '89. 



TempDisc8.2 £19.95 



PC Versions ol 

TempDisc with LocoFile 

features added are 

expected to be 
completed in March 






A Double Density disc with 133 files (706k) for LocoSeript 2. It 

includes LocoMail* and LocoChar features. All Discs ordered direct are personalised. 

♦ GENERAL: Lifetime diary* (to yr 21Q0<), 2 yt calender, agenda, minutes, 5 label choices*, envelopes* line. 
New designed 1st Class. AirMa.il. Private, Personal etch disc labels, menu, order form, organiser/planner 
templates, compliments, choice ol 13 instant letterheads, 

♦ FINANCE & FIGUREWORK: Invoices*, statement*, calculator*, spreadsheet layouts*, metric convenor tile*, 
payment advice*, annual statement of account, sales and purchases books. 

♦ WRITERS: Authors, script layouts for film, TV and stage Crossword layout 

♦ LISTS & FORMS: School marking chart, weekly diary, inventory, appointment diary, shipping doc. production 
schedule, personal file. c.v.. will, template with 9 choices ot vertical lined layouts (simply add your own 
headings). Pedigree Chert. 

♦ SOCIAL & SPORTS: Star signs, family tree, automatic fixture lists', KO draw and chart*, first day; cover', 
tickeis*. party invitations, league tables, apology lor abysmal behaviour at a party, screen-art and dJ.y„ New 
LocoChar Ansel. 

♦ LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template. Sid wilh prepared Stock Layouts, Pitch guide. Settings Std with 10 preset 
choices. Ingenious use of Phrases. Sid files. 

♦ CHRISTMAS: Cards, New envelopes with Christmas designs, bordered greetings. Christmas header, and 
these Christmas LocoCharacters. 

2S^il^^'#M^ . fr- afc tf» St* S* 

Other versions [with file variations) of TempDisc: 

lor LocoSeript 1 TempDisc 1 • dbl sided drive A £17.95 

for LocoSeript 2 - TempDlse 2 • dbl sided drive A , £17.95 

PCW 9512 owners ■ TempDisc 9 ■ dbl density drive A ......£19.95 

TempDisc Upgrades £7.50. Updates £5. 5 1/4" drive B disc versions eve El able 
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TempMate (Design Copyright Sept 1986) 

MARGINS, TABULATION AND LINE POSITIONING 

Get them right first time! 

Suitable tor all word processing Versions tor ail character pitch sizes, tor 
'Landscape' printing and mini planner TempMates. PCW 8 256/85 1 2 users 
should ask tor the Standard version. Place I he grid over your form or 
letterhead and correct positions lor Margins, Tabulation and Lines are dearly 
indicated. It's so simple it doesn't need turlher explanation' 
"like many simple things eitremely useful" BBC CEEFAX. 
"excellent" Comp. WAPCW Sept 1987. "wonderfully simple Idea" 

Your APCW Jan 1987. 
"excellent, ihere are a number ot word processing aids ol this kind on the 
market bul this is the best I have seen' APCW Aug 1987 
"right place first time think ol all those trees you could save" 8000 Plus Oec 1986. 

WORD PROCESSING RULED 
The Page Boy word processing ruler is a clear PVC ruler which measures 
characters per inch at 17, 15, 12, 10, 5 (1 to}, 6 & 7 1/2 and. lines per inch at 
5, 5. 7 1/2 and 8, It also includes a centimetre line and the '10' line doubles as 
an inch measure. In tolal it has 13 options 

TT PATIENCE - Solo Card Games 
Six names ot ptaying card patience. YAPCW said "ingenious and highly 
addictive" Top marks from 8000 Plus tor "addictiveness". Includes an 
emergency 'cover-up' in case the milkman interrupts you! 

The Writer's Disc for LocoFile Users 
WordDIsc A 706K disc. Templates tor authors and lor stage. T.V. and film 
script writers with SYNONYMS lite of over 39,000 words. 

TempMate £4 95 TT Patience £14.95 

Page Boy £2.45 WordDIsc £15.95 

TempMate & Pag* Boy £6 45 'Mew XWORDER £14.95 

2 TempMates £7.00 'New FONEMATE £15.95 

Quantity and trade prices on request. Retail, scnools and local authority enquire! 
All prices include VAT and UK Post and Packing 40 tour d&coatcn 






w2JiBu5"Tcrra«, Thurston Techniques 

■■EwwutfT FREEPOST 

Exmouth, Devon, EX8 2YZ, 
M 0395 277496 

PTl (Fax 0395 272693) 



Professional 

GRAPHIC DESIGN €f DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

for the AMSTRAD PCW series 




"An easy to use package capable of Impressive results at an accessible price" - The Guardian 



EXTRA FONTS DISCS -Nol *£* 'ZSL^JTl's 



Outrigger Se&i&abaeljet 



NIBLICK 

■M«<y men 



MicroDesIgn 2 £59.95 

nth FREE Extra Fonts KRP £69.95) 

Disc No I only From us/ 

Extra Fonts Discs... £14.95 

each 



-No* 



All prices include VAT arid P&P 




Rondo 
EX<peTWQ Helvetica 
Helvoufica 
SCC9BBLS TABLET 
at rafipim point 4if$4 



Urn 



10 Park Street 

Uttoxeter 

Stafrs 

STI4 7AG 

Tel 0689 567160 

Fax 0869 563548 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY | 



This advert was designed, typeset and printed AT THIS SCALE using an Amstrad PCW35I2, MicroDasIgn 2, and an MP DeskJet Pius printer. 
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8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

1 . 8000 plus dust covers 

Protect your PCW with these specially-commissioned three-piece 
8000 Plus covers. 



8000 
PLUS 




2. 8000 Plus T-Shirt 

The Truly Terrific American Royal Blue T-shirt with the 
honour of carrying our 8000 Plus logo on the left breast. 
Wear yours with pride and set yourself above the rest! 

3. Magazine Binders 

A superb gold-embossed green binder. Buy one and watch 
your collection grow into the definitive library of PCW 
information. 

4. PCW Luggage 

An essential addition for any PCW owners who want to ensure 

against accidental knocks when transporting their computer. 
Ideal for writers on assignment, businessmen when 
taking the micro to the office, or salesmen for 
demonstrations. 
High density foam padding and a water resistant nylon 
exterior make this a strong and safe piece of luggage, 
along with its adjustable shoulder strap and sturdy carry handles. 

8256/8512 

Two separated pouches for the printer and keyboard, that then fit 
neatly into the large case but leave room for manuals, etc. 



9512 

Two large cases for the monitor and printer, with a separated 
pouch for the keyboard that fits in neatly with the printer but leaves 
room for manuals, etc. 



Title 


Order code 


Price 


Dust covers - 






3 pieceset for 8256/85 


128005 


£11.95 


3 piece set for 951 2 


8006 


£12.95 


T-Shirt - 






Medium 


8071 


£4.95 


Large 


8072 


£4.95 


Magazine Binder 


8004 


£4.95 


Two Magazine Binders 


8076 


£9.00 


PCW Luggage - 






8256/8512 


8074 


£35.95 


9512 


8073 


£49,95 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

from Creative Technology (All PCWs') 
The latest and best DTP package. 

The print quality is 
unbelievably good for the 
PCW printer. Get into desktop 
publishing and buy the 
best mouse around at the 
same time. 

• Four times higher graphics 
resolution than Stop Press 

• Three possible page 
formats 



V 



CTbiipllHI iL.H Itfiilh" 

I (r-tin iKhrim IM 






Order code 



Software only 

Sofware and AMX Mouse 



HISOFT C 



from HiSoft (All PCWs') 



The fastest C compiler for the PCW. Produces fast, good, compact code 

Carefully designed to make it easy for a newcomr to learn 

as well asproviding the power and flexibility that professional programmers need. 

• Full screen editor automatically started oncompilation errors. 

• Friendly English error messages and hints on how to find bugs. 




Order code 



HiSoft C 



£24.50 



HiSolt C 



Integrated Compiler/Editor 



Fast, Standard 
Integer C Compiler 



• PRICES INC CARRIAGE & VAT • HOTLINE 0458 74011 i 



t MAIL ORDER • 8000 PLUS t MAIL ORDER f 




MASTER PACK 

from Database Software (8256/8512) 
Consisting of Master Paint and Master Scan 

Master Scan: attach the 
optical scanner to your PCW 
printer to enable images to 
be captured for use in art 
packages and DTP. Capture 
logos, diagrams, sketches, 
photos, maps, signatures, 
cartoon characters and much 
more. Your letters, reports 
and bulletins can now be 
illustrated to create a much 
more interesting and 
professional image. 
Master Paint: with this 
package you have 
everything you need to 
produce quality, artistic, 
professional artwork. Create 
various shapes that can be 
filled with a choice of 1 6 
different patterns, choose 
from a range of styles and 
fonts, use the airbrush for a 
more subtle shading facility, 





Order code 



Master pack 



£56.95 



C-STAM 



Transfer files from your PCW to 
your PC using this brilliant file 
transfer package. 

Leads and 3.5, 5.25, 3 inch disks included. 



Order code 



C - Stam 




MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
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mini 
FFICE 




Wordprocessor, Database, 
Spreadsheet, Graphics and 
Communications. 

The new upgraded version including new 
manual and The All in One Business 
Computing book (worth £11.95). 
Import and export Ascii files to and from 
the database and spreadsheet modules. 



Order code 



Mini Office 
Professional 



BACK ISSUES... 



8 ??«? 



AMsTBAOPCW 
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We have limited quantities of the back issues listed below. The 
prices include a nominal 25p postage. All issues contain excellent 
TipOff sections and a selection of BASIC listings, plus the other 
regulars. Don't miss the chance to expand your collection! 

Issue 21 £1.75 Order Code 80021 

Issue 24 £1.75 Order Code 80024 

Issue 25 £1.75 Order Code 80025 

Issue 30 £1.75 Order Code 80030 

Issue 31 £1.75 ,. Order Code 80031 

Issue 32 £1.75 ..Order Code 80032 

Issue 33 £2.00 Order Code 80033 

Issue 34 £2.00 Order Code 80034 

Issue 35 £2.00 ,. Order Code 80035 

Issue 36 £2.00 Order Code 80036 

Issue 37 £2.00 Order Code 80037 

Issue 38 £2.00 Order Code 80038 

Issue 39 £2.00 Order Code 80039 

Issue 40 £2.00 Order Code 80040 

Issue 41 £2.00 Order Code 80041 



ORDER FORM N0.42 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just list the items you require 
in the order form below or 
ring our 24 - hour hotline on 
(0458)74011 and ask for 
Credit Card Orders. All goods 
are sent by first class post, 
normally within five days of 
order. But please allow 28 
days in case of temporary 
shortage. 

Please send me the 

following items from 
the 8000 Plus Special 
Offers pages 

Name 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO • Access • Visa 
Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD, 

Your credit card number is 



Expiry date 

For prices and delivery times for export orders 
please call Kelly Porter on 0453 74011 





Title 


Order code 


Price 


1. 








2. 








3. 








4. 








5. 








6. 









Address. 




Postcode. 



Send this form plus payment to: SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 Plus 
SOMERTON • SOMERSET • TA1T 7PY 



I PRICES INC CARRIAGE & VAT t HOTLINE 0458 74011 t 



PCW DRAW 

A full function drafting program - produces clear drawings on 
your PCW printer. Menu-driven, pixel accuracy. Draws lines, 
rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses. Also freehand sketches with 
zoom facility. Detail Editor. 
Four methods for saving all or parts of drawing for re-use. 

NOW SUPPORTS AMX MOUSE Price £39.95. 



PATTERN PUZZLES 

A suite of five programs each of which provides tantalizing 
puzzles - the level can be set by the user from the trivial to the 
brain blasting. 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE £13.80 



Prices include VAT. P & P 



Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Itntachvuter House. ltniuriuaU'r Routl, Komsi-v, 
Hunts. S05I x<;r 
Tel: 07 l >4-5lft27«> 



DATA ■ ACCESS 



TEL: 0554 ■ 77i977 



Printer Ribbon Re- Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts and save £££'s. 
Our guarantee - send your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus 
payment and we will have it in the post and on its way back to 
you within 48 hours of arrival on our premises 

Black - Brown ■ Orange - Blue - Green - Red - Purple 

ribbons all re-inked in original colour 
Trial Offer only £1 .60 per ribbon (send as many as you wish, 
we will even pay postage both ways!) 
Send ribbon (s) plus payment to:- 

Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 

LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 1Z2 (no stamp required) 

»Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 

(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

(77 Penytan - LLanelli - Dyleti SA IS UG) 



Super-LINDEX £14.95 Inclusive 



Makes a useful catalogue of your LocoScript discs 
Extracts information from the LocoScript Identity Text 
Catalogues PROTEXT files beginning with a comment 
Output to printer, text file, or file which can be read into 
LocoFile or other database — catalogue several discs in" 
one datafile! 

CP/M mode extends use to all types of file 
Designed by a user for user convenience! 



LINDEX £8.50 Inclusive 

Popular version (scored 15/15 in December 1989 8000 PLUS) 
■mama* Further details from: — 

^k r*4fcu**' $e<fjUit&i£ StwUct. T*r 

470 Leeds Road. Thackley, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD10 9AA 
Tel. Bradford (0274) 613300 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is, if only you knew it. a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starling your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make I 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E to: 



HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 

31,PILT0NPLACE(8 + 14) 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 




HOTEL 



from CAVALIER SOFTWARE 



MAKE THEIR STAY A 
PLEASURE - FOR YOU 



HOTEL 

A complete booking and 

billing system for the 

small Hotel, Inn or 
Guest House. 



Everything needed at 
your reception desk for 
the officiant operation 
of your business. 
Bookings, conf Irmatlons 
and deposits. Room 
al location/registration 
and when your guests 
leave a fully Itemised 
bill and payment 
receipt. 

Operates on any PCW 
computer. 



£99-95 



HOTEL+ 

Extend Hotel to include 
a database of previous 
guests from which you 
can produce nal 1 shot 
labels. Link DINER to 
automatically update by 
too a nujaber. Newspaper 
allocation and bl ] ling 
by room and phone call 
r ec or d 1 ng , All ad ded 
seaalassly to HOTEL. 



To operate this part of 
the system you aust 
have as least 512K and 
two disc drives 



£59-95 



with our comprehensive HOTEL, 
RESTAURANT & ACCOUNTS System. 
Designed for Small Hotels, Inns 
or Guest Houses using the PCW. 



DINER 

[f you operate a 
restaurant or room 
service in your Hotel, 
either for guests or 
passing trade, then 
DINER will allow you to 
not only produce 
restuarant menus, but 
also to bill your 
customers and guests. 
When linked to HOTEL by 
HOTEL PLUS It will 
automatically update 
the guests bill with 
any charges incurred. 

This option operates on 
any PCW computer 



£59-95 



INTACT 

Complete the package 
with our comprehensive 
accounts system, A full 
nominal ledger with 
balance sheet, profit 
and loss accounting and 
trading accounts, Cash 
Accounting and Bank 
reconciliation. Full 
open Item sales and 
purchase ledger and of 
course a comprehensive 
range of audit and VAT 
reports. 

Again this package 
operates on any PCW 
computer. 



-£^•95 



Another specialist product from Cavalier Software 
{All prices include VAT and delivery in the U.K.) 



8, Lausanne Road 

London SE15 2HU 



h"H Tel : 01 -639 6683 for more details or to place your order l^l 



PCW PUBLIC DOMAIN 

FROM U.65 PER VOLUME 



The Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range of excellent and tested P.D. software for even,' 

purpose. Languages, utilities, databases, games, text editors 

and much more. Fully documented. 

Installing CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M 

machines. Comes with all necessary software, 

£5,00 on your disc. Only £8.00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disc Salvage 

We probably offer the cheapest and best service there is. 

All prices include VAT and postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E. to 



PCW Software Library 

11, Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 



CLASSIC SOFTWARE 



PRESENTS 





f CAN YOU 
SAVE THE 
ENVIRONMENT 



Af 




Only £12 




'GREEN' is 
a challenging, 
fast graphic, original 
yel ecologically sound 
game for your 
INVASION available at tmlv £7.*> " Amstrad PCW8256/8512 



Cheque or P/O tor £12 with Dame and address to: 

Classic Software. 

12. Manor Drive. Stewkley. Leigbton Buzzard, Bedfordshire. LU7 OJE 
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Custom Made Computer Cables 

Supplied at 

Very Competitive Prices 

All your Computer Cables and 
Connections made to suit your own 
particular requirements for much less 
thaii you thought possible. Telephone or 
write for a quotation, and you'll be 
surprised how little custom made cables 
and connections for your PCW cost. 

Example: RS232 Interface to Modem 1 
Metre long £13.50 inc VAT & Postage 

J. P. MAJB COM^UTM'li SSIWIGIS 

134 Hubert Road, Rain ham. Essex, RM13 8 AH. 

22 Hood Road, Rainham, Essex. RM13 SAT. 

Telephone 04027 21511 and 20783 



NEW TRAINING & SUPPORT 

SERVICES for PCW and PC users 

TRAINING COURSES in desktop publishing, 
word processing, arid writing for print. Individual 
or small group tuition. A break in Lakeland plus 
high-quality training, tailor-made for you. We use 
PCWs every day for our writing and publishing 
work! LocoScript family. Micro Design 2, etc. 

SUPPORT SERVICES for writers, publishers and 
small businesses. Design, typesetting, laser prints, 
data transfer, image scanning, etc. 

CONTACT John Hunt or Penny Hitchin at: 
Groundwork, Old Gatehouse, Station Square, 
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LA11 6EH. 

Tel 05395 33600 for an Into Print leaflet 



PC W-T ooLK.it has long been the leading disc recovery 
tool available for the PCW, Specially designed, it makes 
full use of the PCWs screen and keyboard to allow 
anyone to recover damaged discs and lost data easily. 




pew 
TOOLKIT 




Now, Version 2 is available! Both the program and the 
manual have been improved to make recovering all of the 
most common types of damage even easier. 

Would you wait for a fire before buying an extinguisher? 
Of course not! Buy ToolKit now, and discover what it can 
do before you next get that "Missing Address Mark"! 

PC W-ToolKit still costs just £24.95 
How much is YOUR data worth ? 



Other Disc Utilities : 

MFU - Use other CP/M formats, PC and BBC discs on the PCW! £49.95 
2in1 - Transfer files and discs easily between your PCW and PCs! £49.95 
External Disc Drives : 

3.5" or 5.25" Disc Drive lor PCW8256/9512 - £139.95 
Swilchable 5.25" Disc Drive for PCW8512 - £169.95 

Please write or phone for more details and our catalogue. 



All prices shown include V.A.T, and postage within the U.K. 



E&OE 



MO ON S TOME 

COMPUT I NG 

Strathciyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



POSTSCRIPT 




POST 
SCRIPT 



some spleen to vent, why not sit right 
down and write us a letter? 



Whether the news is good or bad, we'll publish it; all we ask is 
that you make it interesting. Plus, if you've got a problem, 
there's bound to be somebody out there who can help you - 
even if we can't. So, get typing, and send your missives to 
8000 Plus, Postscript, 30 Monmouth Sleet, Bath 8A1 2AP 



Completely blank 



The sere en -blanking listing you 
published in the last issue fails to 
clear the status line at the bottom 
of the screen, and also makes 
several unnecessary assignments 
to variables. For a listing which 
makes the screen completely blank 
until a key is pressed, try: 

I0e$=chr$(27) 
20 PRINT e$;"E";e$:"f":e$;"0" 
30 WHILE INKEY$=" ": WEND 
40 PRINT e$:"e":e$;"r 

Alternatively, I can supply an 
assembled version of the program, 
which works directly from the A> 
prompt, it has a number of 
enhancements, including the 
occasional warning that it is 
running (very valuable as an aid to 
prevent you leaving it on for 
months on end). 

Just send me a formatted disc 
and £1 for my trouble, and a 
screen-burn-preventing utility will 
be on its way to you. 

John Filsak 
Bulwell 

Nottingham 

SOW Plus: A quick thank you must go to 
everybody else who took the trouble to 
send in similar listings which remove the 
'Drive ts A" message from the base line. 
The amount ot mail we received on this 
subject alone was quite phenomenal. 
Leaving the PCW switched on indefinitely 
is obviously becoming very popular 
practice. Thanks lor your letter, John. 



computer to analyse diet. We had 
until recently a Commodore 64 and 
when I made enquiries, I 
discovered a program called 
NutriCalc which was designed for 
Commodores but which was not 
available for the 64. 

Now I am thinking of buying an 
Amstrad 8256 or 8512 (I haven't 
decided yet). Can you tell me if 
this is a program similar to the 
one I discovered for the 
Commodore which will work with 
either of these two models? I would 
like to find out before purchasing 
this time if possible. 

Betty Whitwell 
Barrow-on-Humber 

8000 Plus: An unusual one. this. 
I'm afraid nobody here - either on 8000 
Plus or in the company as a whole - has 
ever heard of NutriCalc. Can anyone out 

there help? 



Slip sliding away 



With reference to your rather 
unsympathetic reply to David 
Murphy of Leicester in your 
January issue, may I suggest you 



Dietary requirements 



I am interested in using a home 



refer to the advert by WAVE on 
the previous page where the 
program in question is advertised 
as being for the PCW 8000 and at 
a price of only £8.97 + £1. 15 
postage. It is also advertised by 
Data Line Computing Services on 
page 80 of the same issue, also 
specifying 8000 only, and at a price 
of £11.95 including VAT and p & p. 
Perhaps Postscriptshould 
occasionally peruse the adverts in 
your magazine. 

Finally, whilst on the subject, 
may I thank David for his warning 
about A to Z Computer Services, 
and its temerity in asking for a 
handling fee of 25%. I shall 
certainly avoid this mean company 
in future, after all there are plenty 
of other friendly-sounding 
businesses advertising in your 
magazine, most of whom are also 
interested in providing a genuine 
service, and at more advantageous 
prices than this company. 

May I offer a warning to your 
readers who intend to try the tipoff 
on page 118 of The PCW 8000 
Plus Collection headed 
'Shampooing your printer.' I tried 
this method of cleaning the head 
of my PCW printer with strips of 
WD40 sprayed on a sheet of 
paper. 

I'm afraid the result was a 
disaster; I ended up with a roller 
saturated with oil, and despite two 
days of cleaning with methylated 
spirit, while the roller is spotlessly 
clean, it is so shiny that there 
is no grip on the paper which jusl 
slides about. 

Is it possible to remove 
the roller to restore the surface, 
or do I have to buy a new one? I 
have thought about rubbing it with 
an abrasive eraser, but I don't 
know how to keep the dross from 
entering the works. I should 
appreciate any assistance from 
your readers. 

Norman Dixon 
Bounds Green, London 

8000 Plus: Far Irom being unsympathetic, 

I was merely trying to warn other readers 
about making the same - as it turns out, 
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mistaken - assumption that David did. It 
you are going to have problems with model 
compatibility, it's more likely to happen with 
games than with any other kind of 
software. For that reason, it always pays to 
pick up the phone and double check that 
the program is going to work with your 
PCW 95 12 even when the advert stales as 
much. And for each advertiser who 
specifies model compatibility, there wilt be 
another couple who don't. You can never 
be too sure. 

As tor your printer problem. 
something appears to have gone 
desperately awry somewhere. It worked 
fine when we did it. It sounds rather as if 
you have put too much on. Try slowly 
turning a sheet of blotting paper through 
the printer a tittle at a time. This should 
absorb the excess oil. 



The price of mice 



I am interested in Micro Design II 
from Creative Technology, which 
you offer for an 8000 Plus price of 
£89.90 including the AMX mouse. 

If I buy this package, can I 
connect the AMX Mouse to my 
interface (Pace RS232 Serial 
and Centronics Parallel Interface) 
or do 1 have to buy another one for 
the mouse? 

Another question: is the price 
£89.90 inclusive or exclusive of 
VAT? Please tell me the exact 
amount (with and without the AMX 
mouse) which I have to pay it I buy 
this from the Netherlands. 

A I Toorop 

Middleburg 

Holland 

dOOO Plfi$: The AMX mouse is supplied 
with its own specific interface and that's 
included in the package so you won't 
have to buy one. The prices quoted in 
our special offers pages are inclusive 
ot VAT: £44.95 for Micro Design atone 
and £89.00 for Micro Design and the 
AMX mouse. 



Molecular design? 



I am an organic chemistry 
postgraduate student at the 
University of Salford and I would 
find a molecular drawing package 
for my 8512 most useful. However, 
I have not been able to track one 
down to date. There are several 
PCW owners in the department 
and no-one seems to be able to 
find such a package. 

i have seen them for other 
systems, the Apple Macintosh 
mainly, and they seem to take 
the form of a sort of dedicated 
desktop publisher with template 
to represent common fragments 
of molecules. 

I was wondering if you knew if 
there was such a thing available for 
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the PCW? And of course it would 
be ideal if it could handle text from 
LocoScript as well. 

John Heffeman 
Salford 

8000 Plus: 'Fraid we can't help you with 
this one. We don't know ol any specific 
molecular drawing packages tor any 
machines. Your best bet will probably be a 
3D CAD package for a machine like the 
Amiga - and that is going to be very 
expensive. It might be time for a chat with 
your Head of Department 



Expanding horizons 



I purchased a PCW 8256 soon after 
it came on the market. This was 
mainly for use in a domestic 
situation but also for occasional 
church and other work. The amount 
of available memory has always 
been sufficient but with the advent 
of additional fonts and packages it 
is now proving very limiting. Having 
just purchased LocoFile in order to 
embark on a datafile catalogue of 
our 300-400 record collection, I am 
obviously going to have to do 
something to improve the memory 
capacity and I should welcome the 
benefit of your advice. 

I am rather apprehensive 
about opening up the PCW in order 
to take out and put in bits myself 
and in view of its age might this not 
be a bad idea anyway? Having 
read as much as possible from 
your magazine (a regular 
subscriber since issue 1 , 
incidentally) I came to the 
conclusion that the new SCA plug- 
in RAM Pac would be the best way 
of upgrading, if a bit more 
expensive than I had originally 
anticipated. However, on further 
reflection, would an additional drive 
deal more easily with putting on to 
disc the size of datafile I shall be 
creating in this particular instance? 

Would a B drive add-on like the 
PCW 8512 be sufficient as I would 
tike the opportunity of adding 
additional fonts together with 
LocoSpell? t see there is also a 
plug-in 3©" disc drive unit now 
available together with the Pace 
5®" plug-in drive (how ones 
horizons rapidly expand!) but this 
latter would make it rather an 
expensive catalogue despite 
perhaps opening up other avenues 
of use. 

If I could rid myself of a few 
niggling doubts, my preference 
would be for the SCA RAM Pac 
which, although a few pounds more 
expensive than an additional 256K 
drive, has the virtue of being plug- 
in and removable for use 
elsewhere should anything happen 
to my present PCW. I apologise for 
the length of this letter but not 



being a whizz-kid computer user, I 
would appreciate your opinion as to 
the best option for me to take. 

Mrs Whitefield 

Penicuik 

Midlothian 

8000 Plus: 8 you're planning, as you say 
you are. to use additional fonts as well as 
LocoSpell, your best bet by far would be to 
buy the SCA RamPac. Even if you get a 
second drive for your PCW. it will be 
equally, if not more, expensive than the 
RamPac and much slower; you wilt have to 
run the programs from disc rather than 
memory. And, as you have so rightly 
pointed out, the SCA's RamPac has the 
added advantage of fast, friendly 
portability, Good tuck! 



Right on time 



The way 8000 Plus chooses to 
ignore the existence of 
WordStar/NewWord both surprises 
and enrages me. Having 
discovered the enormous flexibility 
of NewWord when I expelled the 
dreadful Amstrad dot matrix printer 
and picked up a daisy wheel [long 
before the 951 2 was on the 
market), and having now installed it 
to run the brilliant Hewlett Packard 
Deskjet (to which you might also 
devote some space), I cannot 
imagine why you feature onfy 
LocoScript and, sometimes. 
Pretext in your articles. 

Indeed, were it not for the 
advertisements, there would be no 
point in my buying 8000 Plus at all. 
The fact that I have recently 
purchased Micro Design II, for 
example, was entirely due to 
Creative Technology and RSC Ltd, 
both of whom stressed that the 
software is compatible with files 
from 'LocoScript 2, Protext. 
WordStar/NewWord, AMX Stop 
Press and many other popular 
packages." 

By contrast, your DTP feature 
(January issue), while it rightly 
praises Micro Design II and 
emphasises that it supports 24 pin 
and laser printers, otherwise only 
provides the information that It 
accepts LocoScript files as 
standard but will also deal with 
Protext files if told to.' 

This is not just inadequate. 
Bearing in mind the fact that 
WordStar/NewWord is never 
mentioned by 8000 Plus, it smacks 
of prejudice. 

Roger Dunton 
Essex 

8000 Plus: I'm sorry you feel that way. A 
magazine like ours tries to provide the kind 
and quantity of information that is going to 
help tbe most people at any one time. The 
fact that most PCW owners are using 
either LocoScript or Protext on their 



machines accounts for their habiluatty 
strong presence in the magazine. Your 
letter was quite timely, however; you wilt 
have noticed our efforts to redress the 
balance somewhat - beginning on page 46 
- with a feature that looks at all the word 
processing options open to PCW owners, 
including WordStar and NewWord. 



Making a dash for it (I) 



In your reply to Mr EJF White of 
Bembridge ('Heavy emphasis', 
February 1990) you suggested 
that the fault reported was 
probably a memory fault. You may 
be right, especially as a 
predecessor of yours gave the 
same reply to a similar problem 
some three years ago. But, as I 
told him at the time. I had the same 
problem with an early 8256, in 
LocoScript 1 , of course. 

After the initial panic - it was 
only the third or fourth time I had 
had the machine out - I tried 
everything and eventually 
discovered that the cause was the 
printer cable connection not being 
sufficiently firmly pushed in. 

Subsequent manifestations of 
this unpleasant fault were 
corrected by a discrete thump on 
the connector. Permanent cure 
resulted from the construction of a 
purpose-made desk and 
permanent installation of the 8256 
(now updated to 8512) which 
avoids the necessity of remaking 
the connection each time the 
machine is used, 

You may like to suggest this 
possibility to Mr White before he 
indulges in an expensive service. 

DL Hawkins 
London 



Making a dash for it (II) 



If EJF White of Bembridge ("Heavy 
emphasis', February 1990) 
disconnects and examines the 
printer connections to his/her PCW 
8256, the cause of the double line 
of dashes running through each 
line of text will be found. 

One of the little pins in the 
socket will be found to be bent 
(probably the lowest right). This 
can be straightened carefully with 
the tip of a fine screwdriver or 
penknife - unless it is totally 
squashed. 

The mistake is to attempt to 
push the plug into the socket 
'blind', ie, by putting your hand 
around the back of the PCW 
without looking to see what you are 
doing; the result is a clumsy 
connection which bends one 
of the pins. 

Dr CM Edmonds 
London 



800V Plus: Thanks to everybody else who 
'phoned and wrote in on this subject; while 
I'm not sure t subscribe headily to the 
'discrete thump' theory afforded by Mr/Ms 
Hawkins above (it might do more harm 
than good, especially if the pin is bentj, it 
certainly might be a good idea to check 
that you to got a sound printer connection 
if your machine is prone to this problem. A 
dodgy printer connection will definitely be a 
lot easier and cheaper to repair than a 
memory fault. 



Bible aid 



In answer to Dr Peter Chi Ids, 
Limerick, Ireland, we are able to 
offer the complete King James 
Version of the Bible on disc. 

I was amazed to read the 
answer given to Mr Childs that the 
scriptures were available for 'a fee 
of £60.' We charge User Group 
members just £2.95 per disc, and 
with both the Old and New 
Testaments on 11 discs, our fee is 
just £32.45. 

We know of people regularly 
using the ASCII files with 
LocoScript which gives users all 
the facilities available to that word 
processor, like FIND/EXCHANGE 
and CUT/PASTE. But. because the 
files are supplied in ASCII format, 
they can be used by any software 
that is able to import these files. 

We are now able to offer the 
best selection of PCW specific 
Public Domain software available. 
We are adding new titles all the 
time, many are contributed by User 
Group members. At the last count 
we have around 80 discs available 
for the PCW, including tutorials, 
graphics, programming languages, 
utilities and more. Anyone wanting 
a free catalogue should send an 
SAE to PCW-World, Cotswold 
House, Cradley Heath, Warley 
B64 7NF. 

While our primary intention is 
to help User Group members and 
save them money on their 
computing purchases, our goods 
and services are available to 
everyone. 

Gerry Austin 
PCW-World 

8000 Plus: tt just goes to show that no 
matter what your problem is, there's almost 
sure to be someone out there who can help 
you, even if we can't directly Thank you to 
everyone else who phoned or wrote in this 
month to tell us about PCW- World's PD 
bible software. 

The Reverend Alan A Ford also wrote 
to tell us about Bibliolec, a new series of 
software biblical resources for the PCW 
which is to be released some time in the 
spring. Apparently, the writers of the 
software, The National Bible Society of 
Scotland, have succeeded in ^^^ 

'condensing the whole of the New V^> 
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POSTSCRIPT 



Testament into a traction of its original 
computer memory space. ' See News tor 
more details. 



Credit, where credit's due 



As a reader of 8000 Plus from 
issue 1 , 1 have found that it has 
been of great help to me as a 
geriatric PCW user, I am a writer 
and when my US Publishers asked 
for the next book to be sent to 
them on disc. I thought, no 
problem. However, it turned out 
that they had never heard of 
Amstrad or LocoScript and had 
never seen a 3" disc. 

In short. I had to convert my 
files to ASCII and then transfer 
them to 5 1/4" discs so that they 
could be dealt with in the US. 

In response to many queries 
and after turning many pages of 
8000 Plus. I decided to acquire a 
third switchable drive for the 8512 
and with the aid of a program, 2 in 
1 , the book has been transferred 
and the discs are now in the US. 

I wish to place on record my 
warmest thanks to Moonstone 
Computing who supplied me with 
the 5 1 1 A" drive and supply of discs 
and provided an abundant back-up 
which took me through the 
problems which I created for 
myself. These, of course, could 
have been reduced if I had read 
the instructions but, like Rolls 
Royce used to say, 'if all else fails, 
read the instructions.' 

I would also like to express my 
appreciation of the help I received 
from Dave's Disc Doctor Service, I 
have a drawer full of software 
which I have never been able to 
use. Had any of them given me the 
help and backup I have received 
from Moonstone and Dave, I am 
certain that I would be using 
several of them. 

It should be remembered that 
many of us are in the position of 
the early motorists and we have a 
man with a red flag in front of us. 
Computers and their software still 
have a long way to go before we 
get to the stage of getting in the car 
and turning a key to start. 

Geoffrey Boothroyd 
Glasgow 

8000 Plus: £r, yes; bur hope, as they say. 
springs eternal. Thanks tor your letter, 
Geoffrey. Just as a reminder to those of you 
with seemingly terminal disc problems, you 
can contact Dave Smith at 41 Tutsham 
Way, Paddock Wood. Kent TN12 SUKon . 



Mix 'n' match 



back of my mind - namely, is it 
possible to connect a 9512 
keyboard to an 8000 series 
machine in order to take advantage 
of the less cramped layout? 
Offhand, I can't recall any mention 
of this subject in the 41 issues I've 
read of your magazine. Maybe it's 
impossible - a word that doesn't 
seem to mean much to your 
readers - but I doubt it. There must 
be a way ... 

Richard Hayes 
Surrey 

8000 Plus: Tut, tut, tut: the ways we spend 
our time. Having just given it a quick shulty, 
we can now state - quite categorically - 
that the 9512 keyboard wilt work with the 
8000 machine. 




angle, a small sheet of whitepaper 
or card can be taped to hang over 
the B drive as a sun-shade and 
work proceeds without the 
interruption. 

If I forget this precaution, the 
dreaded 'B Drive not ready' 
message appears when I try to 
save to disc. So far I have found no 
alternative to accepting a pause 
with the drive shaded while the 
bright sun passes. Retrying the 
Save operation usually succeeds 
then. Alternatively, if the problem 
has arisen while trying to read from 
a B drive disc, ([f7]) regains access 
to the B drive, and the good news 
is that there has never yet been 
any damage to files on the disc in 
the drive when this has happened, 

Mr Collins wonders if light may 
be the problem. I had assumed it 
was heat, with the B drive being 
able to run only below a certain 
critical temperature. The black 
plastic of the drive absorbs heat 
extremely well. My white paper 
shield does prevent trouble, but of 
course it cut out all the light as well 
as absorbing heat. 

If this is a temperature 
problem, how about making B 
drives in white plastic, instead of 
black. If it is light which causes the 
trouble, then maybe the people 
who make "thingis' could create a 
special little B drive sunshade. I 
would be very happy to try out any 
prototypes. 

Jonathan Marrow 

Wirral 

Mcrseyside 



8000 Plus: Triis subject is fuelling a 
surprising amount ol speculation Have we 
hit on the real cause this time? Confine 
W I "fi-t TM I *> KSf bOp&V A*^ WELL'' y° ur computing to a cold, dark cellar and 

you can't possibly go wrong. 



JlA^T A*> I Mopep-IT WOpti'5 



The heat is on 



I wonder if you have come across 
a solution to a question that's been 
hanging around for a while in the 



I was very interested to see the 
letter from Neville Collins in issue 
41, February 1990, as I believe I 
have experienced the same 
problem. Oddly enough, it is not 
at night, but on bright sunny 
mornings that I have several times 
'lost' drive B. 

I have an 8512 at home and 
usually work on it in the evenings, 
during which time the B drive gives 
no problem. I too have a desk light. 
but mine is on the side away from 
the drives. However, I regularly 
lose' my B drive if I have a chance 
to work at home in the morning and 
I only get the problem when it is 
bright and sunny. 

There is a large window behind 
my back, through which sunlight 
shines directly onto the drives of 
the computer. Now if I have the 
presence of mind to rig it up before 
the sun gets round to the critical 



Adaptor - bility 



I couldn't contain my excitement on 
reading about the SCA RamPac. 
Having recently updated to 
LocoScript II, I've hoped for a way 
to be able to use Loco-who-knows- 
what-else without performing brain 
surgery on my 8256. 

However, I have one little 
problem. The said 8256 is a 
German import version, and I 
remember reading somewhere that 
I will therefore need an adaptor to 
use outboard peripherals (such as 
the SCA RamPac). Could you 
please let me know where I could 
obtain such an adaptor? 

Thanks for two great mags; I 
read New Computer Express too. 
Neil Page 
Chesterfield 

6000 Plus: You can get hold of one of 

these adaptors from Silicon City who 



advertise regularly with the magazine. The 

only thing is that it will cost you £14.95 
everything included. You don't 
say in your letter where you bought the 
PCW; if you bought it in the UK, your 
dealer ought, by rights, to supply you with 
one free ot charge. 



The listening mag 



Well, well, well: until I read page 70 
of issue 41 , 1 had no idea that if 
you wanted a program written, then 
ail you had to do was write to 
Tipoffs and ask! 

So I wondered if you might do 
me a little favour? All I want is a 
program accessible from a friendly 
front end so that a complete dunce 
will be able to use it, that will scan 
a (possibly infinitely large) data set 
before going on to perform one of 
the following statistical procedures: 
Kalman-Bucy filtering, Gram- 
Schmidt orthonormalisation, 
Doob-Meyer decomposition, 
Cramer- von Mises Mode! 
discrimination, reflexive worm 
identification, and kriging (but 
only if Doeblin's condition holds). 

Ideally, the program will work 
out for itself which of these 
procedures is the appropriate one 
to adopt in a given situation, before 
going on automatically to process 
the data accordingly. Also, please 
can it present the results on 
screen in a nice flashing box. as 
well as printing them out. on 
labels, in bold NLQ LocoScript 
deco font. Finally, it's got to invent 
and prove a new theorem that I 
can name after myself. 

I look forward to receiving 
8000 Plus's immediate response to 
this not unreasonable request. Hey. 
the mag's great, I've been a 
subscriber for at least seventeen 
years and I usually buy several 
extra copies from my local 
newsagent as well. 

Dr Fergus Daly 

Department of Statistics 

The Open University 

Milton Keynes 

8000 Plus: I'm afraid we don't believe a 
word ot all that stuff about buying 'several 
extra copies'. But the program shouldn't 
present too many problems. Not sure we 
can manage the deco font though. Dr Daly. 
Will rococo be alt right? 

• Our apologies must go to all of you 
who are still awaiting personal replies to 
your letters . We haven't forgotten you, 
we do read every one, but we're afraid 
the wait isn't over yet. Due to the 
protracted search for that elusive third 
person to join our editorial team, I'm 
afraid that neither Tim nor myself have 
the time to stop putting the magazine 
together so that we can write to you. 
Please continue to bear with us. 
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NEW for Wm 

Three new discs are available 

for use with MicroDesign 2, 

Stop Press and Newsdesk: 

Aircraft 

(Contains more line drawings by Mir had Kay) 

Digipic 2 
Digipic 3 

(More digitized photographs) 

All Discs ordered before January 1st 1990 are priced at £1130 

All previous material is still available, SAEJbr lists. All discs are #fft3£ 

58, This Shrufebiids, HOKSFOM5, Norfolk, NMO 3EL, 
Or telephone Tim on 0603 890195 (24hr Answerphone.) 




NEW MODEMS 

The Hi-Tec EC 24 00 Plus is now available, it has four speeds (V22bis, V22, 
V23, V21 or 2400, 1200, 1275, 300bps), 100% Error correction MNP 4, and 
200% Data compression MNP S, it's fully Hayes compatible with extended 
AT command set, battery back-up and four new select switch's including a 
Reset and 1 3 front panel LEDs. The handbook has been well written and 
like the modems, professionally presented. 

The Hi -Tec EC9600 is soon to be on the market, it's a Five speed modem 
(V32 or 9600 Including V22bis, V22, V23, V21), 100% Error correction V42, 
and V42bis thats 300-400% Data Compression, to give a transfer speed in 
excess of 30,000 bps. 

The two new modems have been designed and built in England, but are 
not yet British Telecom BAST approved. So Hi-Tec is offering a massive 50% 
discount, making The EC2400 Plus only £299, and the EC9600 £699 Inc VAT, 
but only until the green stickers arrive. 

Their Hi-Tec EC2400 is now British Telecom approved and is available on 
next day delivery at only £399 + VAT 

Contact: Steve White, Hi-Tec Supplies Co, Tel: 0733-897333 




Successful projects, reports, courses, 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

• It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 
It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 



-§-c- 



Please send me: 
Amstrad PCW disk . 
Brainstorm- I enclose £29.99 
.„ manual is on disk in both 
LocoScript and ASCII text formats. 



| | ~~] Amstrad PCW disk- only 

1 I 1 BrainStorm^ I enclose C£ 

I The manual is on disk in both 

I 

j "j Further information 
I My name is 
My address is 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



.Tel 



I 
I 
I 

I ( Our lull address is 18 Courtlands Close. Ruislip, Middx., HA4 SAX. Tel: 0935 677B4S). I 



Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software. 
Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. 
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If you've read Play for Today on 
pages 26 and 27, you'll know 
that Magnetic Scrolls' Fish is 
sitting very pretty at the top of 
our PCW games chart. And it's 
hardly surprising. The graphics are 
-~ renowned for their 
-Jjf excellence (particularly on 
the 9512). the puzzles are 
addictive and the story is 
original in the extreme. How 
many other games do you 
know which start off in a 
goldfish bowl? For that 
matter, how many games 
have you played which 
cast the hero - that's you 
-as a goldfish, and a 
pretty cool one at that? 
But you're a fish with 
a mission: namely, bringing the 
anarchical Seven Deadly Fins to 
justice. But how can a goldfish - 
admittedly a cool one - achieve so 
much single-finned? Well that, as 
they say in the trade, is for us to 
know and you to find out. 

If you fancy faking the plunge, 
find the missing letters to complete 
Thomas Jones' word circle. You 
should end up with a (roughly) PCW- 
related word. Stick the finished circle 
to the back of a postcard and send it 
in to 8000 Plus. 30 Monmouth Street. 
Bath BA1 2AP before 1st March. The 
three lucky winners will each receive 
a copy of one of the best PCW 
games around. 

Previous competitions have 
thrown up pile upon pile of multiple 
entries. This is a practice to which we 
take a dim view, to say the least. So, 
from now on ... no more multiple 
entries. Fair's fair and may the best 
man, woman, child or fish win! 



Late winners 



Last month we got so carried away that we 
forgot to announce December's prize-winners. 
Sorry about that everyone. Still, without further 
ado. our congratulations go to WK Piper from 
Maidstone, Rl Johnson from Surrey and DM 
Evans from Corwen in Clwyd. to whom copies 
of Micro Design II will shortly be winging their 
way. They cleverly spotted the 9 seasonal icons 
with which Julie liberally peppered the pages 



of the magazine (or 10. if you count the half- 
icon on our Postscript cartoon). Well donel 

Bath postmen are either undergoing a 
period of enforced bed-rest or on a go-slow 
following January's cover-mounted competition. 
We've been completely snowed under. Due to 
this quite phenomenal deluge of entries, we'll 
be holding over the announcement of the 
winners until next month. 



Next month 



BASIC Surgery 

Geoffrey Childs will be answering all the 
questions you never dared ask about 
Mallard BASIC as he exposes once and for 
all its nooks and crannies. So if you want to 
get the best out of your favourite 
programming language, don't miss next 
month's BASIC surgery. 

Standing the test of time 

Regular 8000 Plus contributor David Frost 
reports on what it's like living with the 
Cirtech Diamond hard disc. Nine months 
down the line, he will be telling us exactly 
how it's changed the face of his home- 
computing. But for better or worse, that's 
what we want to know. 

Fax - the way to do it 

Thinking of buying a fax machine? Amstrad 
have just released their very own model. 
We'll be pressing all its buttons and 
tweaking all its knobs to find out just how 
well it compares to those machines already 
on the market. 

The 951 2 rescue kit 

8000 Plus will be blowing the cobwebs off 
the program from Three Inch Software that, 
for the very first time, succeeded in putting 
the PCW 8256 and 9512 on an equal 
footing. So fret no longer: it you've got 3" 
discs that you would like both PCWs to be 
able to read, find out more about the 
software that is able to bridge the gap. 

Family fortunes 

Calling all would-be genealogists! If you're 
fed up of looking at old black and white 
photos unable to work out how who's 
related to whom, why not use your PCW 
to get genned up on it all? With the help 
of our PCW- specific program round-up, 
unearth the past and discover your 
ancestors. It will take more than the odd 
skeleton to put us off - and so say the 
genealogists who use them. 



The April issue of 8000 

Plus will be on sale from 

March 22 nd . Hurry up and 

reserve your copy now! 
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A Great Deal More I For a Good Deal Less! 




Don't risk losing 
yourvaluabledata 

• Genuine Artisoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's LARGEST SUPPLIER 



AMSOFT 



BOX OF 

FllPf 3 c °' 2sks 



£11 M 



Ex.VAT 



BOX OF 

£21 70 



Ex.VAT 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Nnw you can buy any software title from Compumart and 
GET 10% DISCOUNT ON HRP PLUS FREE DELIVERY 



And with Compumarfs 

SIX-OF-THE-BEST' 

You can take advantage af super law prices with 
savings UP TO 32% BELOW HRP I 



Just look at the six great titles below and they 
will 'KNOCK YOU FOR SIX' 

• MASTEflfllE 8000 [Campbell Svsi.i™ £29 SO 

• MINI OffiDE ( Database Sofwerel 
PROFESSIONAl PIUS E2S 90 

• HONEY MANAGER PCW (Conned Solwvcl £28 90 
(N«w improvtrl version 1 ! 

• DESKTOP PUBLISHER IDnibia SgttW3[>| £18.90 

• LOCOSCRIPT 2 ILocoimlivi Sohwin) E19 90 

• LOCOFIIE iL;:;nr.iirt SoHware) £24 90 
(Please specify PCW S M 9 Seriesl 



'SUPERSAVERS' lAMS 30L STORAGE BOX 









/ 



CLEAN N' TIDY KITS 



TAKE UP A 

GREAT OFFER 

WITH OUR 

SPECIAL 

KIT PRICES 



PCW 1 SERIES 

1 Detuhrjri 
1 .>-■«. 
i ■ 1WS 301 bhm 


PCW 9 SERIFS 
1 rienmai 
1 DaAiptNl 
1 AMS ML l)r'.,.c 


£20.76 

I Nrirmil RHP U% 4J| 


£20.12 

aNrjimrii RF£f -EZ9 Cf9 1 



AMSTRAD ASFS512 AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



■-.■? 



• HtUi us- In. 30 Until, #■ p*fm « Coinn (fr-vtaM 
4 C«hpiw wtth rm imsDfii nf LwmuhtI ind C*!! 



WW PRODUCT QM.Y 



£99 



IDEAL FOR 

MAIL SHOTS 

OR MULTIPAGE 

DOCUMENTS 



AT LAST, ITS HERE! 

Just what you've baen waiting lor! 

Success* to the ever popular AMS 20L is the al new 
AMS SOL Ueluie hjlkwmq in lilt footsteps of the 
2UL the UK's best seeing 3" disk storage box. the 
AMS 301 ts of the highest quality. 



High impact resistant arth-stahc plastic 
construction with inset smoked id panels 
Hinged lid with key operated security lad 
Stepped hase for easy disk selection with 
a capacity lor fifteen 3" disks, either 



Can accommodate up to ditty 
3" uncased disks 
Redesigned throughout and now 
attractively Unshed n grey 




w 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PRINTER RIBBON 



Genuine Amstrad or quality compatible ribbons at 
SUPER LOW PRICES! 



A^URIHI 



'fabric /cj,r>qW 



^'"^ 



wff COMPATIBLE 

// *ftBRIC . CAHHLJ*. 



£4 25 £4 60 



1395 



£2.90 



£2.40 



Minimum Order - 2 ribbons unless ordered with other irems. 
Prices are per ribbon and ex VAT, 




INTWHEELS 



AMSTRAD PCW 951 2 
PRINTWHEELS 



LETTTR GOTHIC 

MINI GOTHIC 16 

THESIS PS 

RECTA 10 

ORATOR 10 

SCRIPT 12 

COURIER 10 

PRESTIGE 12 

PRESTIGE MCA 10 

90 EA 

EX VAT 



CLEANING KITSI MISCELLANEOUS 



CLEARHEAD {3" Drim] 

r Safer data storage 

> Easy to use 

: Prolongs disk and dive (le, 

£5.90 

CLEAN PRINT (PCW Printers; 

s> Removes ink deposits 
e Maintains print quality 
* Protects end kibncates prim head 



g 

series 



£5 



90 



9 

SERIES 




LISTING PAPER11 «9ft 60qsm. 
1000 sheets, £7,50 

2000 sheets, £13.00 

DUST COVERS 

High quality transparent PVC 
PCW 8 Series - 2 Piece £7.80 
- 3 Piece £1.60 
PCW 9 Series - 2 Piece 17.80 

AMSCASE 

3" Disk Storage Case £5.90 
(Holds 10 disks) 
















%CWice^<S^Guarante# %Cpack- 




-up 



r > Usually tame day despatch on mo* I pures 

£> Fin flit d«liv*KV on all ftMr.*. 

PImm allow 2-5 day* 

T> Large stocks ttw immediate despatch 

P> FAST efficient service 



r> II any item proves to rtawa A man isT at Turing £> Ffrandry advice and sfler sales supporT 

fault withm 30 days we wiH replace free of FV. - 

charge or refund in Kill L> *"Y P«W*™ <*™UV resoSvad to your 

h complain satisfaction 

P> Attar 30 days and wrthin thv warranty pvtod, t\_ 

wa will np«r al our *xpenw I? Special cflef* to axisimg custom** 

■■iii . - .u.i.i.i.iji i u.ii.j. siTOa ""'— mm * m 

Prices/delivery subject to availability and only applicable to UK mainland, N Ireland and BFPG'5 F&rOE 
Compumart are licensed credit brokers. Simply ask for written details. 



Compumart 

A Great Deal More, for a Good Oeai Less 

COMPUMART LTD 
FREEPOST (8 0+) 
LOUGHBOROUGH 
LEICS LE11 OBR 
TEL: 0509 6104 4 4 
FAX: 0509 610235 



News From The Software Specialist 



NEW STAR SOFTWARE 



The Old Rectory, London Road, Widford, Chelmsford CM2 8TE, Essex. 
Telephone 0245 265017, Fax 0245 263969, Tlx 995143 



New Star Software's Autumn 89 catalogue 

is now out! 



NewStar Catalogue 

Autumn 1989 
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more products 

prices shown inc & ex VAT 

extensive buyers's guide 

information 

network and multiuser 

pricing 

feature cross ref charts 

Expanded PCW section 

Business software 

Entertainment software 

FREE 



just ask! 



NewStar Software: Original and best 



Over 3 years of supplying 
software for the PCW user 
makes NewStar probably the 
most experienced company in 
the marketplace. 
We were there from thelaunch 
of the PCW with any CPM 



Celebratory 
Offers! 



software transferred to 3" disk 
on request; and our classic 
CPM applications, Touch 
'n'Go, NewWord and Cracker 
are still the best in their 
respective fiel ds. 

Several feature data and skill 
portability to MSDOS (IBM 
PC) systems, so skills learned 
on the PCW can be carried 
forward with no wasted effort. 
□ 




To mark the appearance of our 
first major new catalogue for 
over a year, we are giving away 
a free copy of the Trivial 
Pursuit game, or for the more 
serious minded user, a copy of 
the outstanding keyboard 
trainer, Touch 'n' Go - with 
each order for £50 worth of PC 
software, accompanied by a 
copy of this advert. Offer 
applies until September 30th 
1989. Q 



From PCW to PC, 
and back again 

Included in an expanded PCW 
catalogue section, is the latest 
edition of Software 
Technology's versatile 

CSTAM: the simple to use 
serial file transfer utility: 
available with 3" PCW disk, 
3.5" and 5,25" PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these systems 
using the serial connector 
lead supplied. 

□ CSTAM £49.95 

□ PCW Serial interface 
£59.95 

□ CSTAM and interface is 
purchased together £99 



Price* hers are EXCLUDING VAT 

AK regisiemd trademaAs acknowledged 



More for the PCW 
owner than ever 

By popular demand the PCW 
section has been expanded, 
and includes the complete Loco 
selection from File to Font. 

Displaying it's usual commit- 
ment to be much more than 
just another software vendor's 
flog sheet, the all -new JVeu; 
Star Software Buyers' Guide 
and Catalogue is available free 
of charge - just call/write for 
your copy. 

There are 64 pages describing 
a complete range of IBM PC 
(and compatible) software, 
plus an expanded section 
covering the best of the PCW 
software. 

Accounts, wordprocessing, 
database and graphics are all 
covered. 

Check and see if your local 
software stockist has the New 
Star catalogue available - and 
if not, ask them to get some in, 
but don't delay before getting 
your free copy! □ 

Cracker 2 Turbo 

still the only high res 
graphic spreadsheet 
for PCW users 

The range of features and 
functions in Cracker remains 



NewWord2: 

the classic 
alternative WP for the 
PCW 

Lost in LocoScript? You may 
be surprised to learn that the 
most refined WordStar worka- 
like of them all has been avail- 
able to run on the PCW since 
long before LocoScript was 
dreamed of! 

NewWord2 operates under the 
CPM operating system, and 
uses the universally recog- 
nised codes that allow trans- 
portability of the skill to virtu- 
ally any micro computer - in- 
cluding systems operating 
underCDOSandUnix! What's 
more, the files are directly 
transferrable! 

Q NewWord2 PCW £60 

□ NewWord2 with Polyprint 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

□ Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

□ Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition with 
STAMfile transfer utility 
suite £60 

(Return of original master 
disk required with all 
upgrade p u rchases) 



OPINION POLLS 




Example plot from a PCW printer 



unsurpassed for the serious 
spreadsheet user. And don't 
forget, like newWord, Cracker 
users can upgrade to MSDOS 
and CDOS systems, taking all 
data and experience as you go! 
□ Crocker2 £60.00 



PaperBackUp 
Support 

Don't forget that our 
affiliate publishing 

company, PaperBack 

Software UK, operates a 
comprehensive hotline and 
support service on all sfs 
published products. 

Extensive support, close 
integration of the facilities 
of UK published 
applications and the easy 
transfer of skill and data to 
other types of computer 
software like Cracker and 
NewWord,. makes 

PaperBack Software the 
logical solution for all UK 
users. 



